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they did borrow some money ; and as far
as t can remember from reading history,
they forgot to repay it. At any rate,
in some of the Southern States the y did
borrow money. [foxI. G. RANDELL:
And repaid it with greenbacks.] Every
year America sends to England from
eighty to a hundred millions sterling
more than is sent from England. In
other words, America pays eighty to a
hundred millions a year in interest on
money borrowed from the old country.
A large proportion of the development of
the United States, of America has been car-
ried out by means of capital obtained from
Great Britain. All the Americau stocks
are stocks held in the old country. It all
comes to the same thing, whether we
borrow through the bank or through the
State. I quite agree with the statement
" that close attention to administration is
of greater importance at present than
adding to the statute-book ;" and I
believe that the Government will carry
out their promise in that direction.
With reference to the state of the rolls at
the recent elections, there is no doubt
that an alteration is needed in the Elec-
toral Act; and I think the chief alteration
should be, as suggested by Mr. Drew,
the abolition of postal voting. There is
bound to be a great deal of nonsense
talked about the number of people struck
off the roll-about 40,000, it is said. As
a matter of facet, at the previous election
there were apparently about three-fourthis
of the population on the rolls, which was
perfectly absurd. I know one election
where, if the people had been counted,
the number on the roll would have been
more than the total population. The
number on the roll in that eletorate was
reduced by a thousand, and I think it
can still be reduced by several hundreds.
If one looks at the population of the
State and at the present number on the
rolls, there is no doubt that though a
good many wvere left off, there are still
many nailes that have no right to be
there. If any citizen of the State does
not take sufficient interest in the affairs
of the State to see that his name is put
on the rolls accordinig to his qualification,
he has no business to be assisted in
getting his name on the roll. At the
last elections I knew several people
whose names were not onl the roll but
who were entitled to have votes. They

were men in prominent positions and who
would have voted for the Government
supporters. Every man and woman
entitled to vote should see that their
names are on the rolls so that they maly
vote as citizens on the affairs of the
state.

On motion by foN. R. D. M1CKENZIE,

debate abdjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9-43 o'clock,

until the next day.
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2-30 o'clock p.m.

I PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
Be the PnRER: Annual Report of

Public Library for year ended June, 1906.
By the MINISTER FOR COMMERCE AND

LAnolun: Amiended Regulations under
the Workers' Compensation Act, 1902.

QU ESTION -MINING INSPECTIONS.
MR. SOADDAN asked the Minister

for Mines: a, Has he at any time during
his present term of office received infor-
mation bearing out the statement made
by Mr. Scaddan during last Parliament,
that the inspectors of mines were in the
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habit of giving notice of their intention
to visit a mine ? 2, If so, what action
has the Minister taken to stop this
praceticeP

THE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: During a recent visit to Kalgoorlie;
the statement was made to me that such
was the case. I instructed that a circular
be sent to the inspectors inquiring
whether there was any truth in the
statement, and if so, their reasons for
giving such notices.

QUESTION- ENGINE-DRIVERS'
CERTIFICATES.

Mu. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Mines: i, Is it true that the Board
of Examiners for engine-drivers have
granted certificates of service to applicants
who have not attended before the board?
2, If so, how many such certificates have
been granted, and what action does the
Minister intend to take ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied : ', All certificates have been
granted in accordance with the Machinery
Act, 1904, and the reg~ulations thereunder
gazetted on 9th June last. z, Answered
by No. 1.

QUESTION-RINGEARKING, DUDAWA
ESTATE.

Mr. CARSON asked the Minister for
Lands: ', What area of Dudawa, Estate
has been ringbarked? 2, At what cost
per acre? 3, Was the work done by cou-
tract or day labour ? 4, Is the result
satisfactory to the State ?

TnE MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: a, 2,000 acres. a, 1,000 acres at
4s. and 1,000 acres at 6s., or an average
of 4s. 6d. per acre; this includes cutting
down all scrub and timber under 4 inches
in diameter. . 3, By contract. 4, yes.

BILL-EIGHT HOURS DAY.

FIRST READING.

MR. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) moved
for leave to introduce a Bill for " An Act
to provide for a Legal Eight Hours Day."
He said: During the last Parliament
leave was granted to introduce a, precisely
identical Bill, but owing to the unfor-
tunate circumstances which then arose
the Bill could not be gone on with.

Leave granted; Bill introduced and
read a first time.

MOTION-HORSR-RACING
FRE VALANCE.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE.

Ma. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) moved:
That a select commuittee of this House be

appointed to inquire into the alleged surfeit
of horse-racing and the effect thereof upon the
community, and to suggest remedies if neces-
sary.

He said: Since giving notice of this
motion, I have noticed that the Leader of
the Government has introduced two Bills
dealing indirectly with the subject of the
inquiry that iny* motion purports to
make; but these two Bills scarcely con-
template covering the ground which I
think it is essential should be covered in
the inquiry' suqrgested by this motion.
Wherever one goes in any portion of tine
State-on the g oldficlds and in the
coastal districts-one cannot help but
being struck most forcibly with the fact
that there is a very large amount of comn-
mercial depression, which is alleged to be
directly attributable to the fact that
there is an overphrs of racing in the
different centres of population. For
instance, on the goldfields at the annual
cup meeting-and in fact, whenever there
is a round of race meetings on the gold-
fields- they generally continue for a
period of six weeks without stopping.
Of course Coolgardie has its day or two
and Boulder its three or four days, and
Kalgoorlie, not to be outdone, must have
its three or four days; and then Kanowna,
Menzies, and other places all along the
track must necessarily have their great
racing carnival. One has only to be
remain led of the enormous sums of money
handled by the totalisators at these
different mneetings to gather some idea of
the great amfount or money' diverted out
of legitimate business channels. I gather
fromt the Morninq Herald of to-day that
at the last W.A. Turf Club annual race-
meeting the amount of money that passed
through the totalisator was no less a
sum than £71,084, while at the other
meetings of the same club during the
year a sum of £15,000 passed through
the 4otalisator. Again, I find that at the
last Kalgoorlie Cap meeting no less than
£76,531 passed through the totalisator;
and if we add to these the amount that
wvent through the totalisator at Cool-
gardie and Boulder and other centres
durinig the same round of meetings, the



Horse-racing: [29 Nover3I, 190.5.] to Inquire. 6-5

sum is then brought considerably over
one or two hundred thousand pounds.
The whole am(ont for the year has been
computed at no less a sum than £824,133.
[MEMBER: That is going in over and
over again.] Quite true; but, while
remembering that, a certain amount of
it is alway' s being diverted into channels
otber than the pockets of the investing
speculators in this business. Unfortu-
nately we have also to bear in mind that
in connection with racing in this State,
as in every State of Australia, there is a
large number of undesirable people who
earn their living at this particular game;
and I think it is about tine that some
mneans were taken to deal with these
people, who arc so utterly undesirable,
and who in many oases provide the
people who subsequently have to be main-
tained in His Majesty's gaols in different
portions of the State. Also, some means
should be adopted to try' and divert this
money into some more satisfactory and
advantageous channel. So far as the
horse-racing question is concerned, it is
conclusively demonstrated by the corn-
inercial and business people of the whole
of thle State that it is very undesirable
from a commercial standpoint, and that
it must materially interfere with the
well-being of the community generally to
have such a surfeit of racing as is going
on in some portions of the State at
present. In the metropolitan area those
of us who have inclinations in the direc-
tion of horse-racing find that we can
have almost invariably two race meetings
every week in the year. There are the
registered races invariably held by the
different clubs on Saturdays ; and then
we have the more or less questionable
unregistered meetings which are held at
South Perth; and I believe that even
Fremantle boasts the enjoyment of one
of these doubtful and questionable f'nsti-
tutions. I want to sax here that the
object of the inquiry is to show exactly
what takes place and to furnish the
House and the country with the actual
position so far as the effect of this alleged
surfeit of horse-racing goes, anud its effect
on the business, commercial, and indus-
trial community of the State:. Also,
we want to know, not only its effect,
but some remedies for the Purpose
of overcoming or regulating those evils
which are at present in our midst.

I do not know that by taxing totalisators
we arm going to remedy the evil, I do not
know that even by licensing racecourses
we are going to get over the evil, but in
regard to the matter, first of all we must
have the whole facts placed before us,
and when we have that information then,
and only then, we shall be qualified to
handle, bring forward and deal with
remedial measures that will work out
satisfaetorily, as far as the regulation of
the evil is concerned, and help to plate
the commercial and industrial portion of
the community' on a much better footing
and basis than they find themselves at
the present time owing to the overplus of
racing. I hope that the House will fall
in with my desire in the matter and have
a. Committee appointed to go into tbe
whole subject, so that we mayt have a full
a nd complete inquiry into the whole

Iquestion to find out ho'w we shall be in a
position to deal with the Bills which have
lbeen suggested. and also in a position to

isuggest seine more far-reaching reforms
than are proposed in the Bills submitted
by thle Premier. One of the greatest
evils that will not be reached, in my
opinion, by the licensing of racecourses is
the evil of what might be called the
antithesis of legitimate sport. There is
no doubt. a large amount of legitiniacy
on the part of racing clubs, there is no
question about that-tose raoce meetings
that are carried on b)-y responsible people
who cater for the desire of a certain
portion of the community. These
meetings aire infinitely creditable to
the people responsible for their con-
duct ; but there is the antithesis of the
legitimate branch of the sport, what mafy

Ibe termed prrfit-mongering, or getting
money by proprietary clubs and concerns.
I want to know where we are in regard
to these concerns; I want to know what
they are making at the expense of the
general community. T say, therefore, in
order to place Ourselves in futll possession
of all information, an inquiry such as I
have suggested is eminently desirable,
and will redound not only to the credit
of the House, but to the credit and
advantage of the community generally ;
therefore I move the motion standing in
my name.

MR. A. A. HORAN (Yilgarn) : I
Isecond the motion.
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THrE PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason):
No one can find fault with the wordingof
the motion or the terms in wvhich the hon.
member has moved it. I should welcome,
speaking on behalf of the Government, a
recommendation from any committee that

,approaches the subject in the spirit out-
lined by the member for Forrest. There
is only, one exception which can be taken
to his remarks, and that is his reference
to some Bills which are now before the
House. I hope that the appointment of
this committee will in no way influence
the manner in which the House will deal
with these two measures. Whatever the
report of the select committee may be on
the evils of the surfeit of horse-racing, or
whatever remedies that committee mar
suggest, these will in no wvay affect either
of the two B ills to which the hon. member
has referred.

MA. A. JT. WILSON! It may assist you.
THE PREMIER: Speaking as Trea-

surer, any delay in dealing with either of
these Bills willfeffectually take away what
I seek to acquire, which is a little more
revenue ;therefore I hope members will
not allow the fact of this select committee
being appointed-and I wish to say at
once that I offer no objection to the
appointment of this comimittee-to weigh
with them when considering these mea-
sures, which are not intended to deal
with the surfeit of horse-racing, but are
introduced for another purpose altogether.

BIB. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : I
have no objection to offer to the motion
moved by the member for Forrest, because
I think if such investigation be pursued
thoroughly it must result in information
not only to the advantage of member-s of
the House bitt to the people at large. I
cannot quite agree with the Premier in
his statement that such inquiry will have
no influence on the subject dealt with in
one at Least of the mneasures mentioned-I
refer to the Racecourses Licensing Bill -
because in this Bill we contemplate giving
a large amount of power in the control of
horse-racing to the West Australian
Turf Club, and the result will be that if
that organisation or that club were not
desirous of limiting the number of race-
meetings throughout the State, the matter
brought forward in the member for
Forrest's motion will be absolutely
neglected. Then in the matter of the
Totalisator Duty Bill, we know the solici-

tude of the Premier in regard to that
measure, and we know he is desirous of
obtaining revenue by means that will be
palatable to the members who follow him
on the Government side of the House.
But we may be afraid of this con-
tingency : if the Premier is so engrossed
in the pursuit of revenue, he may desire
that as many race-mneetings as possible
be held in order that he shall receive
more revenue. I do not profess to have
any great knowledge of horse-racing my-
self, but judging from the statements
made from time to time by the Chamber
of Commerce and by business people on
the goldfields. they regard with disfavour
the large amount of racing throughout
the goldfields. We know as a matter
of common knowledge that during the
racing carnival on the goldfields the
police department generally has consider-
ably more work to perform than it
hats at other times of the year. There is
ain influx of undesirable per-sons brought
about by the fact that the racing carnival
is being held. and that at that time of
the year people spend more money, or go
into town with money to spend, who do
not enter town at other times. These
people constitute the prey for speilers
and those who follow race meetings. I
hope the motion will be carried, and I
think it is desirable that the investiga-
tions of the select committee should have
some bearing on one measure at least,
the Racecourses Licensing Bill. I think
it will have a material bearing on the dis-
cussion of the measure by members of
the House because of thie information
brought about by that select committee.

MR. T. WALKER (Kanowna): I
hope the motion will he carried, because I
am just anxious to learn what kind of
information can be secured by a select
committee of this sort. How is a select
cominittee to arrive at the determination
of how many race meetings should be
held, say down at the coast and then at
Kalgoorlie, or even, as expressed by the
mover, in the large and influential centre
called Kanowna. 1 fancy the one good
from a committee of this kind ought to
be to show how we are drifting back into
the old puritan notions, why we are
taking into our special guardianship tle
tastes and habits and pleasures of the
people, and wherefore we are beginning
to imagine that we are sitting in a,
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Chamber presuming to know more about
necessities of enjoyment and sport, and
the special forms of happiness of the
people in various centres, how we are
presuming to know Just how many horses
should trot and how many should gallop
in the course of the year.

Ms. A. A. HoitN: And how many
should run " stiff."

Mat. T. WALRKER: And how many
should run stiff. It strikes me in dealing
with matters of this kind we altogether
forget the foundation of reform. Horse-
racing, so far as it is used for gambling
purposes, and so far as it is attended by
the evils that have been mentioned, is an
outcome of the conditions of society. IFf
it he an evil to have twenty race meetings
in the year the evil is equally great to
have one; for whatever evils there are in
twenty race meetings there are in one.
The spellers are at one, the fleecers of
every description are at one, as much as
they are at twenty, and if we want to deal
with these evils why not deal with them
specifically. Are we incapable of pre-
venting the confidence-men plying their
games on the racecourses? Are we unable
to define the offence or to enact laws which
will check the common thieves gather-
ing at. racecourse meetings? I~s racing
necessarily an evil because these attendant
birds of prey are always present? I have
heard-I have not known it because I
have not had occasion to suffer from it-
of pickpockets being in crowded churches: -
are we then to prohibit a clergyman
from preaching so many times a. year. to
diminish the number of his sermons be-
cause at one or two or many meetings
pockets have been picked in churches ?
That is the absurdity of classifying all
general evils under one head. I hope if
we have the committee, it will make
these differentiations, and decide between
evils that are attendant on a thing and
the thing itself. But more than that:
the commwittee, I think, should take a
wider scope, and if it goes into the
question thoroughly it will never termi-
nate these labours. It must inquire, or
should inquire., into what promotes this
gambling evil; how it comes about that
men are anxious to have race meetings
purely for the purpose of betting; why it
is no~t the racing, the breed of horses,
the pleasure of a gala day, or the
splendid magnificence of the great event,

such as that which eventuates at the
Cup at Kalgoorlie; but how the whole
interest is centred in the bookmakers,
upon the totalisators, in the money
expended on the chance of winning for-
tutnes on a single event. All this is not
attendant on the mere horses that are
running : it has its foundation in the
disposition or the nature of the human
being, and in the social environments.
If the member for Forrest desires to
prevent betting, let him try and devise
somne scheme that will make every man's
position in life secure to him, It is the
terrible dread of ultimate poverty and
misery that prompts men to attend race
meetings; it is the feeling of living from
hand to mnouth, especially aamongst the
wage-earners in the community, that

next week one may be without work, and
withnut as a consequence bread, and that
lila family may be starving, that makes
him take every opportunity that offers to
win a penny at every chance and on every
occasion. If we abolish all horse-racipg
we slball hiave card-playing, and if we
abolish that we shall get the two-up school
or some other means of trying to get hold
of a peiny to provide against want.
The element airming at securing some
slight. advantage in the race for life is
deeply rooted in our common nature. It
is the competitive system under which we
live that prompts uIS all to get a little
better of our fellow men in material
advantages. That is the root of it all,
and so long as that is so we cannot pre-
vent mien entering into a gambling spirit;
we cannot prevent them from utiiising
horse-racing for that purpose. And with-
out anticipating what the inquiry may
bring forth, I cquestion whether we can
diminish that spirit or the amount of
money devoted to speculation if we do
away with horse-racing, because undoubt-
edly the money would go to the other
States; and not only that, but men feel-
ing that they had only one race meeting,
they would, instead of making their

1money run over a certain period, do all
their speculation on one day. If there were
only on v d ay's rac ing a man would Spec u-
late with every penny, and would save
nothing for the second day's speculation.

iAt all events, I do not see that we are
doing much good by dealing with this
subjct. The proper course for legisla-

-tion is to try and get a healthy humanity,

Horse-racing: to Inquire. 67



68 Horse-raciwg:[ASM L]oIn r.

healthy conditions of society, and allow-
ing individuals to look after their own
morals. I take it there is a good deal of
use in these race meetings, especially on
the fields. [MEKB.ER: To some people.]
To all; to the cowmmunity generally. I
will state why. Out in these districts
subject to the severity of a very trying
climate, where the amusements and enjoy-
ments are exceedingly few, and where
the trials and diffiulties of living
are numerous and distressing, a, relief
of that kind is of great value. It is a t ime
when people put on their best clothes, their
best smiles, and their best disposition, anl
opportunity to gather in the whole com-
munity, as it were, and even by a spectacle
of that sort letting their feelings loose
and enabling them to forget for a while
the worries and ills of life. Such gather-
ing is a relief to them, and gives them
a new start the week after. It is abreak
in the monotony of goldfields life, and I
venture to think a stimulating one, that

akes life on those fields more tolerable.
J do not see what you can substitute in
place of it. What can you do to give
people one big general outing, one huge
gathering?, [MR.' Sc ADD AN: Eight-
hours day.] People will bet even there.
By horse-racing you bring together not
only your best people but your best
horses in the State, and you get that
touch of nature which wakes not only
human nature but all nature kin. You
feel a sympathy with animal life itself,
and the animals in their conflict stimulate
one, inspire one. One enters into what is
a refreshing enjoymient, which I am sure
is beneficial when free from those evils
which have been its curse. I sincerely
trust the inquiry will go farther than
merely answering tbe question whether
there are too few or too many race meet-

insheld throughout the year. Let us
ha11ve some foundation to go upon. in
considering betting in the future; let us
see, or let the committee see, if it
cannot discover that we are going alto-
gether too far in prescribing the pleasures
of the people, in limiting them, or in any
way interfering with their individual
liberty in getting happiness such as we
have had in the past in these racecourse
meetings.

Mn. A. C_ GULL (Swan): Although I
hold the opinion that we cannot make
.people moral by Act of Parliament,

still I have rather a pleasure in assist-
ing the member for Forrest in the
direction of a select committee to report
on this matter, because I think it will
only have a tendency to good. It will
show up a. good many fallacies and show
that horse-racing, properly carried ou t, is
a, thing that we as a nation are intensely
fond and proud of. It seems to me that
the very worst cause of so-called over-
racing is that the clubs, especially the
smaller clubs, suburban and others, ar
not giving sufficient stakes away to make
the racing as pure as it might be. Also,
dealing largely with the goldfields clubs
in particular, of which we have heard so
much, it seems to me that they are
allowed to run meetings extending over
six weeks, which in other States could be
run off in three. It is simply this, that
they extend their meetings so that the
miners will have an opportunity of being
played upon during the carnival; and
that is anl inducement to them to go on
trying for the"1 recovery " mentioned jutst
now. As far as unregistered clubs are
concerned, I think they are. an unmiti-
gated evil. I see all over the country
young, fellows travelling about with per-
haps one or two horses, called racehorses
by courtesy. It does not matter two-
pence to them : they are going to matke
money if they canl. [MR. HEITMANN:
The same thing applies to the registered
courses.] rrincipall1y, my objection to
the unregistered clubs is that they are
very largely composed of men who have
been rejected from the registered clubs.
[MEMBER: Sometimes unjustl 'y, too.]
Those members have always the privilege
of waiting till their term has expired
before making a fresh start. If a man
bias a just case he is not going to South
Perth or Biten or elsewhere, but will
wait for his time to expire. ,I do not
think it can be alleged against the W.A.
Turf Club. At all events a man can
always get a hearing. 1 have sieen a
great deal of this sort of thing, and I
assert that men get their hearing and
always get the benefit of a doubt, if there
be a. doubt. [MEMBeR: There never is
a doubt.] Anyhow, I think there are
too many days of racing, and in nmy
opinion the greatest good would he
deri ved by co mpelflng clu bs to give h igher
stakes on 'fewer days and the same
amount of money, confining the runniug

[AS9E1%-f.l3LY.1 to Inquire.
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to two days, or three for a big cup meet-
ing, and having sport carried out in a
week instead of 10 to 14 days as
now. When people talk about racing.
it seems to me from what I have
followed and watched around this country,
that racing is no longer an amusement,
but a primary industry. There is not
the slightest doubt about it, there are
nearly as many men getting a livelihood
by following rating as by following any
other primary industry.

M Fm BER: Following Rason, not racing.
Ma. TAYLOR: The Rason Stakes.
Ma. GULL:- The question of the

racing stakes affects the class of horses

imported into this country; and even
IT the West Australian Turf Club, it

seems to me they neglect to subsidise
their weight-for-age races sufficiently,
and I think that in a lot of things
alterations could very easily be brought
about.

MR. DiALleR: More wait for prices
than " wait "-for-age on the racecourse.

ANOTHER Ms~nnna:' Specially at elec-
tion times.

MR. GULL: As far as betting is
concerned, as I have said, we are Dot
going to make people moral by Act of
Parliament. If we stop people from
betting on racing they will bet on foot-
ball. They will bet on football whether
there is racing or not, but if there is less
racing they will have more mioney to bet
with on football., Anyhow, I do not
think the inquiry can do any harm.
I think it will probably do us a, lot of
good. Therefore, I am quite satisfied to
assist the mnember for Forrest in trying
to obtain it.

Question put and passed.
Ballot taken, and a commit-tee appoin-

ted comprising Mr. Bolton, Mr. Gull, Mr.
Horan, Mr. Monger, also Mr. A. J.
Wilson as mover; with power to call for
persons and papers, and to sit on days
over which the House stands adjourned;
to report on 8th December.

PAPERS -ELECTORAL ABUSES AND
DEFECTS.

OR SELECT COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE.
Ma. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)

moved :
That all papers containing the reports of the

investigations made by the Electoral Depart-
ment into the folowing elections, held on the

27th October, 1905 (Frenmantle, South Fre-
mantle, North Fremantle, and East Fre-
mantle), be laid on the table of this House.

He said: I much regret the necessity
for the motion which stands in my name
on the Notice Paper, especially so soon
after the general election; and I am sure
the lik-e sorrow will be expressed by other
members in this Chamber who in the last
Parliament took part in passing the
Electoral Act. It was the desire of the
House that every freedom should be
given to the electors, every opportunity
for recording their votes. I am sorry
that those facilities, especially the facility
for postal voting, have been so much
abused during the last general oleo-
lion. I may say that the facility
for postal voting was abused during the
preceding election, if we may judge by
what members had to say in this
Chamber after their return. In moving

ifor the papers contaning the reports of
investigations- made by the Electoral
Department into the elections mentioned
in the motion, my only desire is for
the fullest investigation. Statements
have been made to me by those
who took part in these elections; and
from what I can gather there have been
some irregularities, and more than that,
illegral votes have been recorded. I will
point out-and I believe this will be
borne out when the investigations are
brought to light- that men lying ill in
bed recorded postal votes, or at least that
a man lying ill in bed recorded a postal
vote. This latter is a, rather delicate
subject, for since that man recordcd his
vote he has passed away; but I take his
case as an instance. This man in par-
ticular was waited on by a gentleman ap-
pointed by the Government to take postal

Ivotes; and having seen the sick man, the
IGovernment official decided that he was
Iincapable, mentally and physic-ally, Of
recording his, vote, and decided not to
have the vote recorded. But we find that
when the count of the postal votes was
made on polling day, the sick man's vote
was recorded by post, and it was initialled
by another gentleman authorised by the
Government to take postal votes. If the
Government desire that I shall reveal the
names to the House, I will do so. Most
of these Fremantle electorates have re-
turned supporters of the Government;
but that is not my reason for this motion.
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]ffy'desire is to have every light thrown
upon the manner in which the Last general
election was conducted. We find that
men voted who had no right to vote.
We also find cases in these very
electorates-I am not going to sp)ecify
one particularly, but, the case I have
instanced is dealing with the East Fre-
mantle electorate ;there are cases in con-
nection with the Fremantle election where
the names of men who were on the water
lbetween here and the Eastern States
appear on the roll, and their votes were
recorded on polling day though they were
hundreds of miles from this State. I
have been informed of this on what I
believe to be a reliable and truthful
authority; but if I am badly, advised it
is not miy fault. Those men who were
acting as scrutineers, T think, should be
qualified to know. At least, when they,
knew a, man personally and knew that he
was between here and the Eastern States,
andwhen they found that hisvote had been
recorded, they are sufficient authority for
me to speak in this Chamber. I have no
objection to any man or woman record-
ing a vote in accordance with the Act;
but I certainly object to any man record-
ing a vote illegally for any man in this
Chamber, whether he is sitting on this
side of the House or on the Government
side. We also had personations. In the
Electoral Act we have power for postal
votes; but it has been abused, not only
on the coast but in practically every
electorate that we have heard members
speak about. I have no complaint to
make so far as my own election was con-
cerned. The returning officer in the
Mount Margaret electorate gave every
facility for every person in that scattered
electorate to record his vote, He made
polling places in every centre where
there was a sufficient number-and that
number was not very large for that pur-
pose. I have no complaint to make so
far as I am personally concerned. Mem-
bers opposite may say that the success-
ful candidates never find much fault
with their election returns. It is the
gentlemen who are defeated who can
tell how and why they were defeated.
There are startling things in circulation
now about men recording votes for candi-
dates who have been successful while
undergoing a term of imprisonment for
three years. [MEMnim: The candidate?]

No; but there are times when members
qualify here for the other place. These
are rumours which are most undesirable;
and what I desire by this motion is to
have a thorough investigation so far as
these elections are concerned. No doubt
other members who know other electorates
where elections were conducted perhaps
in a worse. manner than these, will add
them to this motion. I have nO objection,
especially if in those electorates investiga-
tions similar to those in the electorates I
have named have taken place. I know
these investigations have taken place,
because those who were interrogated are
not backward in saying that the investiga-
tions took place. Concerning the Govern-
mient appointments of gentlemen to take
postal votes, I am not going to raise
much objection to those who were
-appointed. I find the list contains the
name of an estimable gentleman, a justice
of the peace, Mr. W. J. Holmes. I have
been informed and know that this
gentleman has a brother who is very
much like him, so much like himt-in
fact he is at twin brother. I do not mean
the member for East Fremnantle (Mr. J.
J. Holmes), who knows that what I say
is absolutely correct. It has been
asserted by some who know both brothers,
William and Robert, that theyv believe it
wvas Robert Holmes who took the postal
votes, and not William Holmes. [MTEM-
BEn: Do you know the difference?] I
know the difference between the two
gentlemen; but they are very much alike,
and it has been asserted that Mr. Robert
Holmes went so far from Fremantle as
Bayswater to take votes; and those who
recorded their votes there told tue they
were sure it was Mr. Robert Holmes
and that they knew him for years at
Fremantle. It is also stated without
doubt that those people who recorded
their votes at Bayswater have at least
been residing there and not in East
Fremantle for many months. Many
voters who recorded the~ir votes by post-
I am sure the truth will be forthcoming-
have not been residing in East Fre-
manatle, some of them, for as long as
nine years. This may be startling to
hon. gentlemen; but numbers of them
have not been residing in East Fremantle
for twelve monthis and others for two or
three years.
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MR. J. J1. HOLMES: Perhaps you will
tell us whom they voted for.

MR. TAYLOR: It is no concern of
mine whom they voted for. My concern
is to make the elections in this State as
clean as possible. I have no feeling
towards the member for East Fremnantle,
and I think it is about time in this
Chamber when a member can stand up
and advocate something that may affect
another memtber without the latter feeling
that the lion. member was Speaking wit~h
antipathy towards the gentleman directly
concerned. Thlough we have crossed
swords many times, I am sure that the
member for East Ixemantle knows that
in the old Parliament we were at least
friends outside politics. [Ma. GORDON :
You don't call this politics you are
talking now?] The hon. member who
represents Canning thought it was quite
politic that those deadheads should
record their votes on the 27th October to
return the Government's majority ait that
beautiful g allop described to-day by the
member for Swan as 'the Rason
gallop.' These irregularities have taken
place; and I think it necessary that the
House should know something about the
accuracy of them. Now' we. come to
p~olling .day itself. What do we find?
We find the honorary Minister (Hon.
M. L. Moss) standing outside the polling
1booth at East Fremantle for the whole of
the day, with an electoral roll in his
hand, influencing those whom lie could to
record their votes for the Government
supporter. We also find that the hon-
orary Minister had recorded his vote
by post some few days previously,
with the object, he said then, of being
absent from the electorate. I am not
going to assume that the hon. gentle-
man recorded his own vote by post
to give him more time to work for
the Government supporter. 1 do not
believe that the present Govern -
ment with their magnificent majority
would stoop to such contemptible actions
if the elections took place to-morrow ;
but when they went to the country they
were not so strong as they are to-day.
And I ani indeed sony that any' Govern-
ment should tolerate an honorary Minister
pimping about a polling boothfsupporting
a candidate in the way I have indi-
cated.

AIR. FOULKES: One of your Ministers
went to East Perth twelve months ago
to do the same thing.

MR. TAYLOR: I did not go to East
Perth during the election. I have
religiously refrained from being about
a polling b)00th on polling day, especially
in my own electorate. I left my own
electorate on the morning the polling
opened. I knew too wvell the intention
of Parliament when the Act was passed,
and I think that all candidates should
refrain from being present at the p)olling
boo0th on polling day. If I have been in
East Fremiantle or in any other elec-
torate, supporting a Labour man, I have
been at a public meeting before the
polling took place. In East Perth I
addressed two public mieetings against
the present Agent General, Mr. Walter
James, when~ lie was Premier of this
State. I spoke in the interests of the
Labour man, but that was the day
before the election. I shall do that
again in any electorate where a Labour
man is standing. I am sure about
myself, and I hope I Shall never find any
member of the party with whichi I ama
associated pimping about a polling
booth trying to secure votes if they are
members of Parliament, and especially if
they are Ministers. It is contemptible
for Ministers to be guilty of such a
crime. I am not going to mince matters.
I desire to know whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to put the law in
motion aevainst those who were appointed
by the Government to take those votes,
so that they May be punished for any
illegal acts or irregularities. The
Government are responsible for the
officers they appoint, and so the
Government should take this mntter into
consideration and try to clean up the
elections in this State. We have heard
the member for Menzies (Ron. H.
Gregory) twitting the member for
Leonora (Mr. P. J. Lynch) about some-
thing in connection with votes. To me
that matter is foreign. I had no hand
in it, nor do I know anything about it ;
but if the hon. member who represents
Menzties has any fault to find with the
member who represents Leonora, or any-
thiing that hon. member did during his
campaign, why does not the member for
Menzies rise and make a statement
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against the member for Leonora, for
then it may be refuted, or proved ?

MINrsTnn FOR MINES: YOU Can throw
all the dirt necessary.

Mu. TAkYLOR: The hon. memiber
cannot get any dirtier than he is. It is
not my desire to wake hini any dirtier,
and I have no desire to cleanse him. I
want to know whether the Government
are going to put the law in motion
against those, whether they be in the
employ of the Government or whether
they be voters, who have committed an 'y
breach of the Electoral Act during- the
last election. I have no desire to speak
any longer. [MR. GORDN: Hear,
hear.] I have no desire to speak at any
length; but when the Leader of the
Opposition was dealing with electoral
matters yesterday, he made some state-
ments with reference to some applicants
for votes in the Menzies electorate, who,
through the writs being hurriedly issued,
were not eligible to vote. I can bear that
out as true. The leader of the Opposi-
tion was perfectly correct when hie said
there were from three to five hundred
applications for votes eligible to be re-
corded, only they were a day too late. I
also know that the Minister for Mines
was well primed and informed as to how
the votes that were registered would
apply. He was the very first man to tell
me and others in the ordinary couirse of
conversation, while discussing the elec-
tion and the chances of candidates' suc-
cesses. There was no secret about it; it
was the ordinary way in which one
talks. He produced a telegrant and
showed it round as to how many voters
who were eligible to vote at the general
election were not eligible to vote
at the Ministerial election. The hion.

gentleman practically denied it yes-
terday. The denial was so strong
that, in accordance with the forms of the
Chamber, the Leader of the Opposition
had to withdraw the remark. I am con-
fident there were from 300 to 500 electors
in the Menzies electorate for whoml appli-
cation had been made, and had not the
writs been issued on the day they were
these 300 or 500 persons would have
been allowed to vote, and they would
have materiallyv affected the election.
That did not apply so strongly at amy
other election. It was strange the hion.
gentleman should know exactly how

many applications for votes were in.
The writ was issued so that these votes
were too late to be recorded, for the Act
says that if an application, for a vote is
received 14 days before the issue of the
writ, the name shall be deemed to be on
the roll. These ])eople were debarred
from voting because the writ was issued
a day, or I may say weeks, sooner than it
should have been; the Premier in nianip-Iulating looked out for that. He was

1 well advised, I suppose, as to how it
Iwould apply in various instances where a
Govern ment supporter wats being opposed
by a Labour luau. I move the motion
standing in my name.

MR. M. F, TROY (Mount Magnet): I
second the motion.

MR. A. A. HORAN (Yilgarn): I
desire- to suipport the motion. If my
memory serves me right, the honi. iem-
ber (Mdr. Taylor) was originally the head
of at departm~ent controlling the electo)ral
offcers, and I am somewhat disap-
pointed that he did not do one thing that
many peopile in the House would have
liked him to have done, and for which hie
would have received the support of every
member of the community, dismiss the
Chief Electoral Officer, Mr. Oct. Burt. I
must express regret at the condition of
things during the recent election.. They
were unsatisfactory in all quarters. The
member for Mount Margaret may have
no reason to complain in regard to his
electorate, but mnembers in different
electorates have had reason to complain.
There were no less than 4,400 odd names
removed from the electoral rolls in my
district, lbut somehow it happened I was
returned. I do not know that I aix
justified in making this accusation, hut I
say this : whilst the sitting member is
given a slight privilege over a new
candidate in the fact that he has a rail-
way pass, I found in my electorate three
Government officers with free passes
canvassing against me. I will make a
specific charge with names before long.
That is the way in which the Government
of the da 'y carry out the administration
of the Electoral Act. There are strong
-reasons to call for the papers in the ease.
In my electorate I had many strange
experiences and many extraordinary
interpretntions of the Electoral Act.
On a previous occasion the electoral
officer decided that the counting of votes

CASSKMBLY.] to Inquire.
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should not take place until the whole of
the boxes reached the central polling
booth ; he was therefore prepared to
accept po'stal votes, if those votes bore
the postmark that they bad been deposited
on the day of election, and before the
final counting of the votes. When the
new Government came into power the
same Electoral Act wvas; in operation*,
but there was quite a, different inter-
pretation Jput on the Act, *kith the
result that the returning officers
were authorised, in the different portions
of my extensive electorate, to open the
boxes and telegraph the results at once.
Consistent with that interpretation the
returning officer stated that he would
not receive postal votes unless they were
in his hand by 7 p.m. on the 27th
October. 1 hive in my possession soihe
votes that have been sent to me by an
officer authorised under the Act to
receive postal votes, and I find by the
postmarks and the postage stamps on
the outside of the envelopes that they
were received at the central post office in
the district, which by the way is the same
building- in which the returning officer
has an office, and had lain in the Southern
Cross post office for several days when
they should have been received by the
returning officer on the 27th October. I
have the envelopes in my possession and
they arc marked '"T 2, ref used." 1
understand that to mean that the postal
authorities charged 2d. each for these
letters, whereupon in all probability the
returning officer refused to receive them.
Mr. Oct. Burt has issued instructions
time and again under the autbority
reposed in hint by the Electoral Act that
all postal votes should be convey' ed by
post free, and the Commonwealth Postal
Act makes a similar provision. Why
the votes were refused when the return-
ing officer himself Lived in the same
building and within two doors of the
post office I cannot say. I think this
condition of things needs far greater
inquiry that) the state of affairs which
even the member for Monunt Margaret
suggests. Had not the Address-in-Reply
been concluded with so much rapidity
and with so much discourtesy on the
part of members on the Ministerial side
yesterday this matter would have been
ventilated ; still there are opportunities to
voice our opinions in regard to the

administration of the Electoral Act. In
regard to the Electoral Act itself I was
not a member of the Parliament that
passed it. I have pleasure in supporting
the motion.

THE PREMIER (Hon. C. H. liason):
In dealing with this motion, I desire to
make the allowance which is usually
made to people who approach a subject
under circumstances such as exist in
regard to members opposite. One must
make allowance for a certain amount of
ill feeling, and one must make allowance
for disappointment. I try to make such
allowanc;e, but I do regret after making
that allowance that an lion. gentleman
who has been himself a Minister of the
Crown should have thought it necessary
to make the accusations which he did
against Ministers. I shall have no objec-
tion to lay the papers on the table. I d
not know why the hon. member has
shown such undue prefrrenee to South
Frenmantle, North Fremantle, East Fre-
mantle, and Fremntle. when, one would

*think, if one could judge from the mem-
bers's remarks, there were many other
places within his own knowledge that he
might as well have added ;but if he
thinks South Fremantle, North Fre-
mantle, East Fremantle-

MR. G-. TAYLOR: They are the only

plcs I knowv about in which a depart-
mental investigation has taken place.

THE PflEMTER: And Fremantle, are
diiectly concerned and offer the most
shocking illustration, I shiall be glad
indeed to assist him to have the most
thorough inquiry. The hon. gentleman

Igives us ,.n illustration of the shocking
deeds performed under this Act, and he
was himself for 12 months the Minister
in charge of the Act. He gives us the
glaring illustrations of something wrong,
that men have actually been seen in the
street when they have recorded their
votes by post.

MR. TAYLOR: I did not say that.
Tan: PREMIER: W"hatever the hon.

member meant or intended to say, that
was what he did say.

AIR. TAXLoR: I dlid not.
THE PREMIER : If I misunderstood

the bion. member I regret it, and I with-
draw. I was sorry indeed that the hion.
member should refer to one of my col-
leagues as having been pimping round
a polling booth On polling dlay. I do
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not myself know wvhat constitutes a
pimp. I believe it is something very
offensive; but the lion, gentlemian, if he
recorded his vote by, post, was perfectly
within his right if hie had reason to
believe that on polling day he would not
be in East Fremantle. What I take
exception to, and the strongest possible
exception, is the remark of the hon.
member that the writs were manipulated
by me-that the date of issue of the
writs was nmaniprulated by me for the
purpose of shutting out a certain number
of voters. That is a most unjust and
most unworthy remark, only capable of
being made use of by the member who
made it and the gentlemen who applaud
it. Let me remind members of the
House that the whole of the writs were
issued on one day, and the whole of thein
or- 41 at least out of the 50 were return-
able on the samne day. Let me remind
members that the rolls on which these
elections were held were the rolls left by
theniembers opposite; they were their own
rolls. What would have been said,
what charges of manipulation would
have been made, if I had delayed
the issue of these writs so that,
fresh rolls could have been used P In-
stead of the charge of indecent haste,
we should have had charges from all
quarters that we purposely delayed the
issue of the writs in order to stuff these
rolls. [MR. TROY: Nonsense!] That is
my opinion. I have some experience of
hion. gentlemen opposite, and I give that
ais my unhesitating opinion as to the
course they would have adopted. Because
we did not do that, because ' we took the
rolls which they themselves left to us and
held the election upon those rolls, we are
accused of manipulating them. I cannot
imagine any more un fair charge being
made. I have heard frequently of the
indecent haste with which the writs were
issued. What would have been said if
we. had delayed the issue of the writs? It
would have been said that we were afraid
to go to the country, that we were hold-
ing on to the offices we held as long as
possible without an election. More un-
worthy things, very much unwvorthier
things than that,have been said already.

[M.TROY: Why did you rush the
elections ?] We adopted the constitu-
tional course of holding the elections at
the very earliest opportunity at which

they could be held. Any other course
would have been improper in theextreme,
and any other course would have been
used against us with even greater force
than the arguments which have been
adduced. What we did we are responsible
for to the people of Western Australia,
and the people of Western Australia, the
vast majority of them, are perfectly satis-
fied that we adopted a proper course.

MR. Tgoy: The majority did not vote.
THE PREMIER: That being so, I do

not know that we need exercise our minds
unduly because it has not pleased some
few lion. gentlemen opposite. I am as
anxious as anyone that. there should be
purity of election. I will do my utmost
to assist any member of the House at
arriving at that most desirable result.
No one would regret more than I should,
or 1 trust any of my colleagues, or any
members sitting on this side of the House,
that there should he unfair advantage
taken in any election throughout this
State. My desire is to see that every
malt or woman who has a right to vote
shall exercise that right, and shall have
every assistance possible rendered. My
desire is that any- one who votes wrongly
should be made to see the error of his or
her ways. But when we speak of there
heiua improper uses made of the f ran-
chise in one direction, let us at least be
honest and admit that if wrong has been
done on one side it has been done on the
other also. It goes without saying that
if sins have been committed at al1 they
have been committed on both sides. That
would not make either of them any
better, but it is not, I submit, a very
good practice for peophi who have been
beaten-Ido not use the word offensively,
I do not mean it in that light-to try
and show that they were defeated by im-
proper practices. [MR. TAYLOR: I have
not implied it.] My experience is that
the man who takes his defeat well is
very much on the high road towards
victory, and the man who takes a defeat
badly is not doing himself or his cause
any good. I was surprised that my
friend the member for Yilgarn (Mr.
Horan) should have referred to the con-
duet of three railway inspectors, and I
am sure that if the hon. member had
brought that conduct under the notice of
the Government we should have been
very glad indeed to inquire into the
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matter. This is the first I have beard of
that, but I did hear of an immense body
of railway servants tatking part in a cer-
tain election not a very long time ago, and
not a hundred miles removed from that
particular locality. That seems to have
been quite in order and quite the proper
thing to do on that occasion. [MEMBEIZ:
They paid their own fares.] On this
occasion because three railway inspectors
are supposed to have taken part in the
election campaign, that is most improper.
It is merely a question of circumstances
altering cases. I fail to follow the
reference of my friend opposite to Mr.
Robert Holmes and Mr. W. J. Holmes,
unless the complaint be that they- are so
much alike each other. I have been put
to inconvenience by that fact on more
than one occasion. I do not know
because Mr. WV. J. Holmes went to a
place instead of Mr. R. Holmes, or vice
versa, that any serious tigwas done or
that anyone has very much cause of com-
plaint, Unless it be that, the hion. gentlemian
wishes to infer that Mr. Richard Holmes
obtained a vote which Mr. W. J. Holmes
could not obtain; or that either one
or the other obtained a vote because lie wasso much like his brother. I have already
said that I have no objection to placing
these papers upon the tahleof the House.
I wish the hon. member had confined his
remarks to moving for those papers and
giving his reasons for moving for them,
and had not accused any member oif this
side of the House of manipulation-
manipulation which did not exist, because
the rolls were never touchbed, and we
dealt with the rolls that the lion.
gentleman himself left us-and had not
attributed, as the hon. member has been
too fond of doing in the past, wrong
imputations to people who happen perhaps
to have just as good a desire to obtain
justice for anyone as the hon. gentleman
himself has.

Mn. J. J. HOLMES (East Fremantle):
I realise that we must always make due
allowance for any Utterance by the mem-
her who moved this motion. I have had
considerable experience upon the. floor of
the House, and I always make allowance,
and I believe we all do, for his statements
and utterances. I was under the impres-
sion that the SupremneCourt and the~rown
Law Department were the departments
to deal with matters of this kind.

Personally I court the fullest inquiry.
During the whole of that campa ign in
East Fremantle-and if opportunity
arises I ami prepared to prove it-the
contest was fought in an honest and
straightforward manner. I am prepared
to go before any justice and any authority
and Swear that I did not ask one single
individual to vote for me, either at this
or at the previous election.

MR. TAYLOR: I did not accuse you
of Tit.

Ma. HOLMES: No; but you accused
those associated with me of underhand
work, which I in a measure am respon-
sible for.

A. TAnoE: You did not know any-
thing about it.

MR. HOLMES: I did not know any-
thing about it except this, that my honest
desire wits to see that those entitled to
vote should ha ve an opportunity of doing
so, and that those not entitled to vote
should be prevented. So much so that
on the morning of the election my com-
mittee had prepared no iess than thirteen
pages of foolscap. typewritten as closelyv
its possible, challenges to people who
were not entitled to vote. When the
poll opened we put one copy into the
hands of each returning officer, and what
happenedI I? [MR. BOLTON : YOU won the
election.] The returning officer refused
to accept the information my committee
supplied. He said,"' You must challenge
the electors when they come in." And
they did challenge them when they came
in. Some came to one booth and were
prevented there, and went to the next
and were prevented there also, and they
turned round and said, " We will not go
any, farther; you prevented us at two
Places, and we suppose you would at
others." That is the way we prevented
a lot of votes from being recorded
which had no right to be recorded;
and because it has been suggested that

someone squeezed in votes which had no
right to be recorded the hon. member
wishes to infer that I am responsible. I
court inquiry, and will prove that if
these people had been challenged as they
should have been and prevented from
voting, the majority would have been
more in my favour than it wvas at the
recent election. Personally I refuse to
fight another election Under an Elec-
torn) Act such as that which exists to-
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dayI unless there is to be a short, sharp,
and shining fight before there is any
chance of amend ing the present Act; and
in that ease I will fight. The present
Act is open to fraud and to corruption
of every description. If I go on hearsay
as my friend goes on hearsay-nothing
else-I ku-w of instances whiere votes
have been recorded before posfal vote
officers, and the votes never reached their
destination. That is a condition of
affairs that ought not to exist. [MR.
HORANR: I have 600.] What became of
those votes in the meantime? Perhaps
some other person can explain; it is
beyond my comprehension altogether. In
reference to the two brothers and postal
votes, I think that what has been said is
entirely out of lplace. I was no party to
appointing any person to receive postal
votes I was a party to preventing may
brother R. H. from being -appointed at
F~remantle. 'The National Ljeague sug-
gested that hie should be aplpointed to
Fremantle to take postal votes, but I
said: -No, I aan a candidate for East
Freimantle. He is not going to he
appointed." My opponent, Mr. Angwin,
as mayor of East Fremantle, had his
town clerk available for taking rostal
Votes.- [MEKBER: His town clerk?]
He is the mnayor of East Fremantle:
I say his town clerk. My opponent,
Mr. Anigwin, was not satisfied with his
town clerk, but had his rate collector
also appointed. Members will see that
whilst my friend opposite has, perhaps, a,
little cause for complaint, I have much
more cause for complaint. As to Mr.
Moss, that gentleman is able to defend
himself. If the law be put in motion
against him-and if lbe has done any-
thing wrong it should be-I am satisfied
he will comne out scathiess. As to where
people should vote, that is a matter
which is open to misconception. The
Act is niot too clear. And when we have
had the member for Brown Hill (Mr.
Bath), who should know that the quali-
ficationl is residential, standing up in this
House yesterday as he did, and making a.
statement that he voted where his interest
was-(Interjection]-I refer the bon.
member to Hansard. He said he voted
where his interest was. When we have
the Leader of the Opposition, an ex-
Minister of the Crown, making a state-
ment that he voted where his interest

was, surely we can forgive the individual
electors not versed in the Electoral
Act for making a mistake by voting at
East Fremantle where their interests lay.
Much has been said by the mover of the
motion as to the condition of the rolls,
and what should be done; but I should
like to carry hack the hon. member's
niemory to the time when lie was Colonial
Secretary, and in charge. of this depart-
ment. After the g-eneral election for the
last Parliament I think that data were
supplied to the Electoral Department
by the National League in Fremantle to
thie effect that certain persons voted in
East Fremntle, -North Fremantle, and
South Fremantle, on the same day, and
at two or three places; and practically no
notice was taken of the communication.
There was the hon. member's opportunity
to distinguish himself by prosecuting
those who had done wrong, and by pre-
venting a recurrence of the wrong by
putting the rolls in order; but nothing
was done. Put the hion. mnem ber on the
attack, and be is all right; Putt him on
hi defence, and lie is anl absolute failure.
Again, I should like to refer to an honest
attempt made before the last general
election to revise arid put in order the
Fremnantle rolls. [LABOUR MEMBER: By
whom.?] By the National League. An
honest attempt was made; and in East
Fremantle some 1,200 names were objected
to. And who prevented the names from
being taken offTP

Mn. BOLTON : I am glad I had a hand
init.
Mn. HOLMES:- Yes; you and some

other Labour members standing at the
timne. But while we asked that only
1,200 names should be taken off, a
revision court held subsequently took
off no less than 1,800; so I think we
treated the rolls fairly liberally in asking
that only 1,200 should be taken off, when
it was subsequently proved that the
number unjustly on the rolls was 1,800,

MR. BOLTON : The resident magistrate
did not think you had treated the parties
too fairly.

Ma. HOLMES: He did.
Mit. BOLTON-. He threw you all out

of court, and would not allow Your
objections.

Ma. HOLMES: If one desired to go
into details, one could mention many
other matters connected not only with
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Fremantle constituencies, but with the
general ejections throughout the State.
But if we ar. to go into detail and occupy
the time of the House instead of the time
of the Su~reme Court, I think we are
travelling in the wrong direction.

MR. TAYLOR: This is not a Supreme
Court matter.

MR. SCADDAN : It needs a Royal Com-
mission, presided over by a Judge.

MRt. HOLMES: We have had enough
of Royal Comnmissions. So far as I am
concerned, I will on every possible
occasion vote against Royal Commissions.
For select committees, to which there is
no pay attached, I will vote when desir-
able; but as t6 Royal Commissions,
neither the member interjecting nor an 'y
other member of this House shall have an
opportunity of sitting on a Royal Com-
mission if I can help it.

MR. SOADnAN: I said a Royal Com-
mission presided over by a Judge.

MR. HOLMES: As to the East
Fremantle electorate, the Organisation
was perfect; and so perfect that my
committee objected to about 500 or 600
names which were handed to the return-
ing officer on the morning of the election,
because the persons in question had left
the district.

Ma. BOLTON : Because they had, moved
next door.

MR. HOLMES: No; because they
had moved altogether out of the district.
In one place we challenged would-be
voters; they went on to the next voting
place, where they were again challenged;
and ultimately they turned round and
said, "Your Organisation is too good; we
cannot get in." I can go farther. One
of my managers was some 12 months ago
removed from East Fremautle to a shop
at Subiaco. At the time of the election
be was still on the East Fremantle
roll. He camne to me on the day of the
election, and said, " Your opponent, Mr.
Angwin, has asked me to vote for him.
He knows I have been out of the district,
but he says, 'Mr. Holmes will not object;
be Will probably think You are going to
vote for him.' What amr I to do? " I
said, " You have been 12 months out of
that electorate. Do not vote." Re did
not vote. If the House wants facts of that
kind, it can have them. So far as I am
concerned,'I court the fullest inquiry.
Mr. Moss can take care of himself; and

when the inquiry is over, I am perfectly
satisfied that I and the gentlemen men-
tioned to-day, principall y my brothers,
will come out of that inquiry with the
clean record they have held in this State
up to the present.

Mr. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle) : As Fremantle seems to be solely
mentioned in this motion, 1 will content
myself by* say' ing a very few words. I
think it a great pity that the mnember for
Mount Margaret should have specially
directed his motion at one district. So
far as I am concerned, I am certain that I
have suffered much more than my oppo-
nent through the disgraceful state of the
Fremantle rolls. I know men and women.who have keen living there and in the same
houses for the best part of their lives;
and they' , my own personal friends, bad
their names omitted from the rolls. I am
not making an outcry ; but I will support
the hon. member or any other mem-
ber in scuring a general inquiry. The
rolls are a disgrace to the State; and
whether that lie the fault of the Act or
of those who administer it. I for one will
be prepared to support very drastic
measures to bring about a better state of
affairs. But though E will not oppose
the motion, I do not think any good can
be achieved by an inquiry as to one par-
ticular district. Personally I am certain
that, bad the rolls been in a good state, I
should have been returned by a majority
of 200, 300, or 400. As to the South
Fremantle election, I court the strictest
inquiry; and I leave other members to
speak for themselves.

MR. J. C. G.t FOULKES (Claremont):
To my mind, the discussion so far shows
quite clearly that this House is probably'
the worst tribunal to deal with the matters
in question. There is too much party
feeling in this House to permit of securing
a fair or correct decision on matters in
dispute concerning the recent election. I
say that advisedly. 11. was the practice
of the House of C omnms, I think until
1880, to inquire into election disputes
by means of it. trib~una~l of members
selected by the House itself. And what
was the result? That the House of
Oomnons election c-ommnittees were com-
posed of partisans pure and simple.
When the Conservatives were in office, if
the Liberals questioned the result of an
election, the Conservaties took Care that
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the majority of the members of the select
comimittee, should be Conservatives; and
the converse happened when the Liberals
were in power; with the result that
both parties in the House ultimately
agreed that all mnatters in dispute as
to elections should be dealt with, not
by the House of Commons, but by
a. tribunal of High Court Judges,
seeing that the House of Commons was
not capable of giving fair and just
decisions on matters of that kind. Here
already we have had the member for
Mount Margaret comnplaining of certain
facts brought to his notice. The member
for East Fremantle (Mfr. Holmes) also
complained of certain facts brought to
his notice. Every member of this House
who, at the last general election, won a
contested campaign, knows quite well
that, owing, to the faulty machinery of
the ElectoralI Act, many things to.A place
which all recognise should not have taken
place. But I wish to impress members
with the fact that the present Govern-
ment are pledged-and they will, I am
sure, receive the sulpport of members on
this (Government) side of the House-
to amend the Electoral Act; and I
believe they will keep their pledge. Any
facts we may now bring up in relation to.
the faulty machinery and faulty adminis-
tration at the last general election will
not help use in the slightest; because, if
there was any doubt in the mind of a
single member as to the necessity for
amendinig the Electoral Act, I could quite
understand its being thought necessary
to appoint a select committee to inquire
into the administration of the Act. But
surely every single member, either on that
side or on this, does think it is urgently
necessary to amend that Act as early as
possible. So I think that the motion
will not help us in the least. Certainly
the Premier has agreed niot to oppose it;
bat I do not expect the slightest practical
result to arise from the investigation.
I wish to be quite frank-. I think
the motion indicates what is commonly
called in the Supreme Court something
in the nature of a, fishing inquiry. I can
judge only by what we see in the
public Press. Some time ago a meeting
wats held in Fremnantle 'with a view
to try to upset the return of a member at
the recent election. Perhaps the con-
veners of that meeting have not obtained

sufficient facts to assist them in securing
what they would like, and perhaps they
think that by appointing this commnitte~e
they may be able to secure those facts.
[LABOUR MEATRER: What comnmittee?]
I am wrong as to the committee. Certain
members evidently think that they may
obtain farther information by having the
papers laid on the table. [LABOUR buir-

DER: Why should they not?] There is no
occasion for that. I would point out that
passing the motion will not help us. We
are all agreed that the Electoral Act
needs amendment; that the Government
are pledgred to antend that Act, and I
believe thee' will as soon as possible ca rry
out their pledge. The member for East
Fremantle (1r.. Holmes) interjects. I
was in the House when the Electoral
Act was passed, and so was that hon.
member.

LABOUR MEMBER: It is not much
credit to either of you.

MR. FOULKCES: Perhaps not; but
ths Labour party gave that Bill their
strongest support.

MR. HRAN: -Where are they now ?
Mn. FOULKES: Some of them are

here. The member for Mt. Margaret
supported the Bill, and was subsequently
in charge of its administration. I have
risen only to point out that this motion
will not help the matter in the slightest;
because it must be agreed that we are all
partisans, and that We are the worst
possible tribunal to deal with a matter of
this sort..

MR. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : In
discussing this motion, the fact that the
Premier has expressed his intention to
lay the papers on -the table disposes
to a large extent of the proposal of
the member for Mont Margaret. For
myself, I was not aware of the fact
that the Electoral Department had held
any investigations into the result of
the elections in the Fremantle constit-
uencies ; and I think that if those
investigations were held, simnilar investi-
gations should be held regarding every
constitueucy in the State. T wish to
direct attention to the special pleading
of the Premier in regard to what we
Labour members eharacterised--and I
think characterised correctly-as the in-
decent haste in the issue of the writs.
The Premier said, if he had delayed their
issue he would have been accused of other
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sins by those on this side of the House.
It has always been the policy of the
members of the Labou r party and always
will be their policy, to give facilities to
the people. so many as are entitled to
vote, to record their votes. I have yet to
learn what country enjoying at constitu-
tion hurries on an election and the issue
of writs to prevent a great number of
people having their names on the roll. I
know of no State in Australia where the
issue of writs after a dissolution and
before a general election has been hurried
in the fashion it was before the recent
election. I know that. in Western &us-
tralia previous to this and in other States

ofthe Commonwealth it has always been
the practice, after a dissolution and
when, through the eluxion of time of
any Parliament, a general election was
pending, to allow time before writs were
issued for the rolls to be brought into
something like a proper and complete
state. We know a lot of electors are
careless in this matter and that they
usually leave it to the eve of a general
election before they get their namies on
the roll; and that is why it is the
practice in the British douminionis and
Australia and New Zealand to give
ample time for the people to fill in claim
forms arid to take every opportunity of
having their namies placed on the roll
before the election is held. In the -case
which has been quoted by the member
for East Fremantle as. to the vote which
I exercised in the recent election, I wish
to say that; it was not through my own
instrumentality that my name was placed
on the Kalgoorlie rol, It was placed
there some time ago by the electoral
department, and that is the only roll on
which my name appeared during the
recent election. I am one of those
members who attend to their parlia-
mentary business, and it is impos-
sible for me during the sessional
work to reside in Kalgoorlie and tarry on
my parliamentary duties, and this com-
pels me to reside within a reasonable
distance of Parliament. House; but I
take every opportunity during rocess to
reside in Kalgoorlie, and every recess, I
not only go myself, but my wife accom-
panies. me, -and we take up. our residence
on the goldfields. f am more justly
en.itled to record my vote for Kalgoorlie
than I am for a district with which I am

not particularly concerned, and in which
I just happen to reside during the time
the parliamentary work is continuing.
During the course of the parliamentary
work when I have the opportunity I pay
frequent visits to Kalgoorlie, and I
resided there before the general election.
Some talk about disputing my vote and
inflicting a Ane of LIC upon mDIL. I only
hope they witl get to work and try,
because they will find tliey will buck
up against considerable difficulty.

MR, HOLMES: Would you recommend
the prosecution of anyone else in similar
circumstances?~

MR. BATH : So far ad na concerned,
any suchi display on *the part of bon.
gentlemen opposite will meet with the
contempt it deserves from me. In regard
to the best method of remedying the
defects that have cropped up, we all
recognise that abuses have crept in; and
I for one do not wish to say that hon.
members on this side of the House hare
not availed themselves of opportunities
under the Electoral Act, just the same as
members on the Governent side. We
all join in this view that the practice is
reprehensible; and if the Act is defective,
let us join together, and if the hon.
gentlemen are honest in their intention
to tus-ks the Act one in which it is difficult
for those abuses to creep in, they will
receive every' assistance, as I su~ggested
yesterday afternoon, fromn members on
this side of the House. I agree with the
member for Claremont that, while it is
desirable to have this information, little
can be accomplished in the way of reform
by the mere passing of this motion; An
amendment of the Electoral Act is
absolutely niecessary, and we shall give
every assistance to have that amending
Act passed at the very earliest opportu-
nity.

MR. 111. E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle) ;1 feel it incumbent on me to
say a. few words since my electorate is
mentioned in this mnotion. I think most
of the debate has wandered from the
object sought to be obtained by the
motion ; and possibly the-Premier is the
one who led to this mistake, because he
said he wondered at the member for
Mount Margaret limiting the inquiry to
the four Fremantle seats. If I read the
motion correctly it is only* asking that
the papers already in the hands of the
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department be laid on the table of the
House. Most of the debate has led to
this conclusion, that it is the desire of all
members that an inquiry should take
place into every contested election on the
27th of October; but to my mind that
does not comne within the scope of this
motion. If the mover knew, and hie has
declared that hie knew, that a depart-
mental investigation had taken place, he
is only asking for the result of that in-
vestigation to be laid on the ta-ble, and
he is not dealing with any electorate but
the four mentioned, beeausq he knew an
investigation had taken place into the
four Fremantle elections. It'is unfor-tunate that the member for East Fre-
mantle should tatke the attack to apply
to himself personally, [Mu. TuorK: The
cap fits.] I did not bear any expression
used by the member for Moaunt Margaret
that referred to the member for East
Frenmantle. [MRF. HOLMES: What about
the twin brothersP] The member for
East Fremantle must claim to be one
of triplets, because the member for
Mount Margaret in referring to twin
brothers was not referring to the member
for East Fremantle. How could he?
Consequently the ineiber for East Fre-
mantle claimis to be one of the triplets.
When the member for Mount Margaret
referred to East Fremantle, he specifi-
cally stated that an honorary Minister
of the Crown was responsible for certain.
actions, and the hon. mnember did not
refer to the member for East Fremantle.
The Premier took somec exception. I
7 must say that if the Premier knew all
he would take less exception. An lion.
member said it was surprising that an
ex-Minister of the Crown, such as Lte
Leader of the Opposition, should wake
the statement that he voted where his
interests were; butTI say that an honorary
Minister, not an es-Minister but aI mem-
ber of the present Cabinet, took such
action in the East Frenmantle election as
was at least degrading. [M r. Tftor:
]Despicable.] It may be advanced that
all is fair in love and war and pol itics.
and that they played the game for all it
was worth. Possibly so. I am not
making a charge that anything of a
criminal nature can be brought against
that honorary Minister. [MR. HOLMER:
Tell us what he did-] I shall1 directly if
you will give inc time. I like my own

1 time and my own way. I can give all
you want to listen to in that direction.
He wats gu ilty of s uch act io n thbat at least
was not thme action of a Minister of the
C row n. I have not said he was guilty of
an action of a criminal nature. [Ma.
HLMtES: Tell us whathe did.] For the
benefit of hon. mnembers I will tell them
one or two things. I preface may remarks
by using the expression, as used by the
member for East Frenmantle, that it is
only hearsay. Ho was precteded by the
member for Mount Margaret who also
said " hearsa v." So is mine. It is hear-
say, but fromn a fairly reliable source. A
few minutes before the close of the pol1
at, East Fremantle, somei lunipers work-
ing on the north side of the river, who
had of necessity to cross in a boat to get
to East Fremnantle, went to the Cale-
donian Hall to record their votes. There
were seven of them) I think. The lion-
orary Minister of the Crown met them
arid told themn they had no right to vote

*in that hall because they lived nearer
*another polling booth. f do not wish
to claim that they' were so simple as
that; but wvhen mnembers smile they
are either smiling at those seven lunipers,
or ait the Minister of the Crown; because
these seven men wvent away and were not
allowed to record their votes. Again, as
the member for East Fremantle has
pointed out, a very lengthy list was made
out of objections to those who would
prsn themselves to claimi their right

*to vote. These objections were carefully
gone through and miarked in a particular
mnanner, and almost invariably they were
passed into the polling booth from the
hands of the honorary Minister through
the hands of the policeman to the hands
of the scrutineers. I do notlknow whether
it was the Premnier' s own words, but
reference was made to "pimping."

31R. SPEAKER: That is, an offensive
expression that should not bare been
used.

MR. BOLTON: I am not referring to
any member of the House.

M n. S PEAKE R:- I d o not say you are
*using it, but I take this opportunity of
pointing out that. you must not use an

*offensive expression against a member of
this House or any House.

M R.. BOLTON: I do not intend to use
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MR. SPEAKER: I know it was used,
and I take this opportunity of saying
that.

MR. BOLTON: I can only say' that it
is reported from a reliable source that
notes were passed in to the scrutineers
informing them whether they were to
object or not to o1)ject to votes; and the
whole of this work was done by a Minister
of the Crown. The game was played for
all it was worth, and the member for
East Fremantle should raise a monument
to that Minister of the Crown, because
that gentleman alone was responsible for
the hon. member's election. There is no
question about that.

M Iit. 'HOLMES: I cannotihelp my friends
battling for me.

MR. TROY: You are going to make him
a Judge, are you notP

Mn. BOLTON: There is another matter
referring to the Electoral Act. Of course
most hon. members have expressed their
determination to get some amendment to
that Act. The member for East Fre-
mantle says he refuses to fight another
election under the present Act. I almost
feel inclined to wish there was an election
to-morrow ; for then the hon. member
would not stand. [Ma. HOLMES: Oh,
no. ] Then I beg your pardon; I wats
wondering why you would pull out so
easily. We all recognise the necessity
for an amendment to the Act. Postal
voting has been referred to. For the
information of the member for East
Fremantle-I do not wish to accuse him
as an individual or as a principial of
knowing anything of it--I may say that
a, gentleman, once a member of this
Chamber devoted something like two
weeks to travelling about in his trap
taking postal votes all day long; and
this is to my certain knowledge; it is not
hearsay. it might not be known to the
member for East Fremantle, but I give
it as information and as a fact, that
the gentleman was once a member of this
Assembly.

MR. GORDON :Is that an offence?
MR. BOLTON: I do not say so, but if

we had an inquiry some offences would
come to light. It is all very well for
people to say that they had the right to
vote by post if they were to be absent a
certain number of miles on the day of
election; but certain people voted by post
whoQ had. not that excuse, but did so

because they thought they' would like to
vote by post. I do not know whether
this gentleman's services were honorary
or not. It has been said that the
National Political League made an
attempt to clean up the rolls. They
attemp~ted to strike off 1,400 names from
the North Fremantle roll, and they were
particularly careful to find the majority
of them from those favourable to their
opponents. This is not hearsay. I,
with my colleagues at Fremantle, also
the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
Diamond), appeared at the revision
court against these objections. The
league wvent so far as to have a solicitor
to appear for them to back up their
objections, and out of the first dozen that
went through half-a-dozen were the
names of people who bad not removed
their place of residence. Amongst the
National Political League I might men-
sion the names of the members for East
Freruantle and Fremantle. Although the
member for Fremantle did not take
part in these objections, the nien-
bef for East Fremantle certainly did.
And during that time it was found that
fully half the objections alleged were
frivolous, Instead of at person living at
2.3 King Street he was living at 27 King
Street, next door but one. The names
would have been struck off the roll if it
had not been ruled that the objections
were entirely out of order. It was proved
that the objections were incorrect, and
the miagistrate said that he would upset
the whole objections because the first
half dozen were found to be incorrect;
the aames bad been wrongfully objected
to. We applied for expenses in these
cases, and the resident magistrate said
that lie would not give expenses, but he
gave the National 'Political League a
warning to be more careful in the future
or hie would give expenses in every case,
and theyv have been more careful since.
There were 400 votes less polled in my
electorate than at the previous election,
but my majority was considerable in-
creased ;therefore, these votes had
nothing to do with moy election. The
National Political League posted notice
of objection to the addresses of the per-
sons as they appeared on the roll, and
the letters were simply returned as
unclaimed. If a person removed to theInext house, or the next house but one,
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the name was removed from the roll.
Persons practically did not receive the
notification, but in such cases it was the
fault of the Act and not that of the
association. Since thle Premier has said
that only urgent matters will be dealt
with this session I think this question
should be taken up, as it is one of the
most important that could be dealt with.

AIR. T. WALKER (ifanowna) : It
seems to me that a certain amount of
digression has been allowed in the debate
this afternoon and that it has not been
altogether in order, but as the debate has
gone so far it would now be unwise to
attempt to stop it. I rise only to ask
the Premier if there be any chance of
getting on with thle motion of which I
gave notice this afternoon. I gave notice
of a motion to the effect that a select
committee be appointed, and I think the
select committee should commence its
labours almost immediately. [MEMBER:

It should be a Commission.] It should
he a Comnmission in one Sense: it should
be as independent of any political party
as possible. I am not in favour of Com;-
missions being appointed that will cost
the country a large amount of money,
but any committee appointed should be
independent of this House, and should
make a thorough inquiry. What strikies
me is that the offence alleged in the
manipulation of the polling booths, the
matter with regard to postal votes and
other vctes, are confined to no particular
electorate. The charges could be made
in every part of the State, from the
farthest North-West electorate to the
farthest Southern constituency. There
has been something radically wrong., not
due to any political agency. There must
be some fault in the system or with the
officer in charge of the electoral rolls, for
it is so conspicuous. In my electorate,
if I may add to a few of the instances
given, I know of cases were the wife's
name has been left on the roll and the
husband's name taken off; both live in
the same house, have been living there
for years, have never been out of the
electorate, but by some mysterious pro-
cess some objection has been taken by
the electoral officer or some person, and
the husbands name has been struck off
the roll while the wife's namne is
retained. And vice versa, the wife's
name sometimes has been Struck off

and the husband's name left on. Then
a whole family has been left off
when there has been no change what-
ever, where the residence qualification
has been intact. These alterations show

incom)etency or a design somewhere.
So~meiquiry should be made to see if these
matters were due to actual design
emanating from some source. All added,
strange to say, to the success of the
Ministerial party at the last election.
[AIR. J. J. HOLMES: Instances could be
found on both sides.] But the vast
majority of instances are on the fields,
decidedly. Hundreds of names were left6
off the rolls, names of persons entitled to
vote, and who had every' right to vote,
and who would have supported members
on the Opposition side of the House.
Fortunately it did not interfere with my
election, butt hundreds of names were left
off the roll in my constituency, the great
bulk being names of workers. It may
have been a coincidence, but those who
were left off the roll would] have sup-
ported Opposition candidates. That is an
extraordinary thing. Some members say
that on the coast there was a practicail
demonstration. That seems to be mon-
strous, and it all points to this, that it
should be left to no Minister, it should
be left to no electoral officer, it should be
left to no national association or political
party to interfere with the rolls or the
rights of citizens to vote. The Act
should provide that the power of manip-
ulation shall be beyond chance of inter-
ference. Every citizen should have the
right to vote. It is this that is precipi-
tating the revolution in Russia to-day.
The whole trouble in Russia, is in regard
to the right of citizenship, the right to
vote, to take part in the government of
the country ;yet in this State nearly
40,000 people have been reduced to the
condition of Russia, without votes and
legislative privileges. It is a crying
shame, it is a crimne of the worst possible
kind. Whoever may be guilty, it
is not for me now to make the sug-
gestion, but I think the Premier was
remiss, when dealing with the Governor's
Speech, for not stating the nature of the
electoral reform proposed. Any reform
that keeps it within the power of any
department to fluctuate the rolls or the
Revision Oourts to alter thenm, or any
party to deprive citizens of the right to
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rote, cannot be satisfactoryv; we must
have the matter placed beyond dispute.
Every citizen should have the right to
vote the mioment his name is on the roll,
and he should have the right to exercise
his vote without interference from aiiy
quarter. I ask the Premier if he will
give me an opportunity of going on with
my motion or whether lie will agree to
it, without further speaking about it, at
the earliest possible time, ay% to-morrow.
All must see the desirability of dealing
with this matter speedily.

THE MINISTER FOP M1INES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : I should not have had any-
thing to say in connection with the
mnotion only for the remarks made by
the leafier of the Opposition yesterday,
and the farther remarks made to-night
by the member for IAlount Margraret.
In the first place the member for
Kanowna, pertinently pointed out that at
the last election a great number of people
were disfranchised ;but I do not agree
with the argument that if these people
had been on the roll they would have
voted for candidates in the Labour
interest. When the member forlKanowna
pointed out how badly the electoral
department was administered, why did
he not put his finger on the sore spot
and find out who was disfranchising
these people.

Mn. T. WALKER: Oct. Burt and the
National League.

THE MiNISTER FOR MINES: I
can quite understandl the member's
remarks applying to the member oppo-
site, who had control of that department.
The member for Mount Margaret was in
charge of the electoral department, and
whenhe took office there were something
like 160,000 electors on the rolls in Wes-
tern Australia, and when be went out of
office there were something like 100,000.
To whom then was the blame due ? The
fault was in administration; necessarily
the Minister must have sanctioned the
alterations, being in control of the de-
partment. Does the hon. member think
that when Ministers come in new to
office-[Mn. T. WALKER: You knew the
ropes]-they had time to attend to
these matters? In the first place they
had to consider their elections. The
whole blame was due entirely to the
late Administration, who bungled the
electoral department exactly as they

bungled the business of the country
generally. The hon. membe-r spoke in
reference to somec electorates, and accused
my chief of hurrying the elections
because a number of applications for
placing people on the rolls had been
receiv-ed in my constituency. the elections
being hurried to prevent these persons
exercising the franchise. I showed the
mnemrber 'for Mlount Margaret a telegram,
and hie has emphasised that telegram
very severely. The telegram I sent. to
Menzies was to find out the number of
pers5ons who had been added to the roll
since the previous election was held. I
got a, detailed telegram giving the num-
ber of applications made, and I knew
then that there were 260 names added to
the roll and in what condition the roill
was. I could then interpret the matter
in connection with the next election.
That telegram I showed to the bon.
mnember, and this was the shadow that
he niade so much substance out of. I
have beard a great many of the con-
clusions of members who have not been
particular on what they have based their
conclusions. A lot has been said about
postal votes, and I would like the
memiber for Brown Hill to make the
statement outside this House that he
made yesterday in reference to the
way in which a certain officer of
the department carried on his work
in my electorate. I am certain if the
hion. member did so he would be
served with a writ for trying to defame
that officer's character. I have great
confidence in that officer; I know him, but
I am certain the hon. member does not.
No such thing occurred. I have sent the
substance of the hon. member's remarks
to that officer, and I hope very soon to
publish a reply to the scandalous state-
ments made by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. There were a number of postal
votes recorded at Menzies, where there
are something like 2,200 voters on the
roll ; but not more proportionately than
elsewhere. There was good reason for
the postal votes, because at the pre-
vious general election the rowdyism that
occurred at the booths was sufficient to
debar ladies going to the booths again. I
am talking of that which I know; and
I say that one cause would prevent a
great number of ladies from ever again
going to a polling plate. But in a great
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number of districts, such as Tampa, Cane
Grass, Comet Vale, and from Waverley
to Kunalling, there were no polling
booths ; and officers were appointed so
that people should not be disfranchised
there. One thing I canl boast of: that
never since I stood up at an election hate
I touted or asked any person to vote for
or otherwise support me.

MR. LYNCH: At Tampa only seven
votes were recorded.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES:
There were 10 votes recorded, every one
of which was for me, and every one was
disqualified, because the officer initialled
the postal votes instead of signing them
on the butts. But what about the huge
parcel of postal votes that the h on.
member interjecting carried into thle
electoral office at Malcolm eight minutes
after the time for receiving votes? What
about tbe occurrence at Gwalia on the
day of election? The hon. member
might tell us.

MR. GULL: Was he then a Minister or
an ex-Minister?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES:
Only an a-Minister. His o])ponent
camne to me, and wanted to know what
action should be taken. I replied that I
did not think anything should be done;
that I thought the occurrence was an
error of judgment, and that no action
should be taken. That is somewhat
different from the action of the Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Bath), who yester-
day made such a savage attack upon me.
In that hon. member we have a gentle-
man who was for a long time Chairman
of Committees in this House; who has
always professed to know a great deal of
constitutional law. He has had ex-
perience as a Minister; and yet we have
that hon. member contending that he
was quite justified in voting at the last
general election for the constituency
of Kalgoorlie, in face of the present
Electoral Act. Let ine tell hion.
members that there may be some
good and special reason why too long
notice should not be given to certain
people before an election; for they may
dump electors from one constituency into
another. About 18 months ago, at the
preceding general election, about 40
6iames were placed on the roll as those of
residents at the Union Club Hotel, Kal-
goorlie; and in the list was the name

" Bath, Thomas Henry, Union Club
Mn. BATH: And the same gentleman

was residing at the hotel.
Tire MINISTER FOR MINES:; He

was so modest that he did Dot describe
himself as a representative of the Press.
though he had been at ,o time acting as
editor of the Democrat, and was the
writer of the special "Labour Notes"
for the West Australian. And to-day my
friend resides in Kalgoorlie!I I believe
he has recently purchased a piece of land
in Subiaco. Hfe did not try to get a
lease anywhere, though hie says a lot
against the alienation of Crown lands. -

MR. BATH (in explanation): You are
wrong. I never bought a piece of land
in Subiaco, or erected a house on it.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Not
a piece of land ?

MR. BATH: No.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I

withdraw. Anyhow, the hon. member
has beeu living nearly two years in Perth;
and Section 107 of the Electoral Act
states that an elector shall only be en-
titled to vote at elections for the Assemi-
ly in the district in which lie resides,

adfor which he is registered; provided
that an elector who has changed his

*place of residence to another district
may, until his name is transferred to
another roll, vote for thle district in
which his name continues registered for
three months after he has ceased to
reside in the disttict. Only a few days

1before the Leader of the Opposition went
to Kalgoorlie and recorded his vote, it

Iwas found that a gentleman named
Tungs had voted at Bunbury, who had
left the district a little more than three
months prior to the election; and lie was
fined .00 for recording that vote. Yet
the lion. member wishes to make the
country believe -

Mu. BATH: Had I ceased to reside in
Kalgoorlie for three months before thle
election ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I
question very much whether you had

pnot.
Ma. BATH : YOU will find that I

resided at the Union Club Hotel within
these last six weeks.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: You
certainly were for two years past residing
in Perth. As to assisting at elections,
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I think the hon. member was quite
justified. I believe he was also in Kal-
goorlie assisting the late Leader of -the
Opposition (Mr. Johnson) in his election.
On the other hand, the Hon. M. L. Moss
was quite justified in assisting at an
Assembly election, provided he kept
within the four corners of the Electoral
Act.

MR. BATH : It was the mnethiods he
employed that were objected to; not the
fact that he assisted.

Tiff MINISTER FOR MINES : He
was quite justified in assisting any of
his colleagues in an election, provided he
acted bonourably. And although there
has been a good miany insinuations, all
that hie did was to tell Several luinpers
that they would not be able to vote in
one eled!torate, but would have to vote in
another; and even that statement is only
hearsay. We should add to the motion,
so as to secure the papers 'relating to
Kalgoorlie, Menzies, and Leonora.

Mit. BOLTON: Has there been any
investigation regarding these electorates ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I
,do not know. I, amn satisfied to have all
the investigation possible ; but if an
investigation is made in my district, I
wish it to be made in the ]Kalgoorlie,
Menzies, and Leonora districts.

MR. LYNCH:- Do not worry about
iLeonora. You got nothing for your
pains the last time.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member need not get annoyed. I
can assure him I should not have brought
this forward had it not been for the
bitter manner in which I was attacked
yesterday. I will not sit here and be
attacked without retaliating. When one
finds statements made which are not true,
one loses one's temper at times, and
perhaps makes interjections one is after-
wards sorry for. I move as an amend-
niet-

That the words "Kalgoorlie, Menties, and
Leonora" be inserted after"1 East Fremiantle;'
in the last line.
This will secure the laying on the table
of the papers relating to those elec-
torates.

MR. Yf. F. TROY (Mount Magnet) : I
move a farther amendment-

That to the words proposed to be inserted,
Sussex and Oeraldtsn" be added.

As regards the Sussex electorate, I wish

the inquiry to be held particularly with
reference to the recent Ministerial elec-
tion; because I have been informed that
at the Leeuwin and also at the Lower
Blackwood-

Ma. SPEAKER: Will the hon. miem-
her read his amendment P

Tas MINISTER FOR MINES: I Will
accept the amendment as an additiun to
my own.

MR. 3. J. HOLMES: I desire a farther
amendment, to provide that the motion
shall apply to the whole of the elec-
torates throughout the State. It will
then read, "That all papers containing
the reports of the investigations mnade by
the Electoral Department into the whole
of the elections held on tbe 27th October,
1905, be laid on the table of this
House."

THE MINISTER FOR MrINES: I Will
withdraw myv amendment in favour of
that suggested.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
MR, G-. TAYLOR: I should like to

point out that while I have no desire
to prevent an inquiry into the whole
of the elections held on the 27th
October, I certainly object to any delay
in tabling those papers which the motion
seeks to secure, as to those electorates in
respect of which I know that an investi-
gation has taken place. I recognise that
members are anxious to see the whole of
the elections cleaned up. But if the
motion is altered as .proposed, my point
will be missed. I know of the investiga-
tion into the Fremantle electorates; I
should like those papers to be laid with-
out delay on the table, and the Premier
has promised to let uis have them., Some
member can move a separate motion to
inquire at some future time into the
whole of the elections. I hope members
will not, for three or six months, delay
the tabling of the papers I require.

Mn. HOLMES: I should like to say
that my amendment will not caoise any
Such delay as the hon, member fears;
because the general investigation can go
on and the reports as they come in can
be laid on the table.

A. SPEAKER: The hon. member
has already spoken on this question. He
must not make a speech.

S., HoRAN: - He is speaking to his
amendment.
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MR. SPEAKER: There is no amend-
ment before the House.

MR. J. PRICE (Fremantle) : I move
en amendment-

That the words "into the following elec-
tions, held on the 27th October, 190.5, (Fre-
mantle, South Fremantle, North Fremantle,
and East Fremantle) " be strnck out, and
"the whole of the elections which took place
on the 27th October, 1905." be inserted in
lieu.
lIt is news to me that any investigation
has taken place. During the two or
three days since I took my seat in this
House I have become accustomed to a
system of Jedburgb justice. Yesterday,
I was tried, executed, and condemned by
the Leader of the Opposition, without the
opportunity of saying one word in reply or
in explanation. Ex parte statements were
accepted as facts ; and now I find that in
the electorate with which I am connected
an investigation has been held, and I as
one of the principals have not been
invited to such investigation. The same,
I believe, applies to all the other Fre-
mantle electorates; and I should like to
know on whose initiation this investiga-
tion, if held, has taken place, because it
appears to me that certain strings have
been pulled here of which I k now nothing.
[Several interjections.] It has been
stated that objectionable practices have
taken place, practically throughout the
State, in connection with the general
elections; and. so far as my constituency
is concerned and the election in which I
took part, I desire to have every inquiry
made, for I believe the election in that
constituency was conducted honestly, and
I would not put any obstacle in the way
of investigation.

. POINT OP' ORDER.

MR. T. WALKER (Kanowna): On a
point of order, I submit that the amend-
ment just moved has entirely anticipated
a motion of which I gave notice when t he
House met this afternoon, and which I
believe the Premier expressed his desire
to see cardied to-morrow. This amend-
inent anticipates everything in that notice;-
for without having the scope of the
motion of which I gave notice, this
amnendment anticipates it practically and
will prevent its adoption.

Mn. SPEAKER: On the point of
order, I may say that the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Price) is quite in order

in moving the amendment. because the
matter of which the member for Kanowna,
gave notice hag not yet come before the
Houi§e, and I cannot take notice of what
does not appear on the Notice Paper.
I may also point out that the motion on
which this amendment has been moved is
intended for the appointment of a select
committee.

Mn. WALKER: Yes; but it would be
a select committee for making the very
inquiries which my notice of motion con-
temiplates, but with this difference, that
if the amendment is carried it will to a
certain extent nullify the motion of which
I have given notice, because it deals with
the very papers which would. have to
come before the committee which I wish
to see appointed. The committee con-
templated in the amendmwent would deal
only with the matter so far as the papers
and reports are concerned, whereas my
motion would have a larger scope. There-
fore I submit the amendment militates
against the action of the committee
which I wish to see appointed.

MR. SPEAKER: I agree with the
hon. member's objection, but I do not see
any' other course than to say, as I have
done, that the mover of the -amendment
is in perfect order; because we cannot
anticipate a, motion of which notice has
been given until it comes before us in
the ordinary course, and therefore we
cannot take it into view to-day. I can
deal only with a question that is before
the House in accordance with the
Standing Orders.

MR, A. C. GULL (Swan): While
seconding the amendment, I must say I
expected from this House, although this
is onlv my second appearance in it, an
entirely different tone (roma that of some
hon. members, particularly on the Opposi-
tion side, whose accusations have neces-
sarily called forth smart rejoinders from
the Government side; and I cannot help
thinking it would have been better if the
subject now before the House had not
been men tinned, because it is absolutely
stupid I

MR. TAYLOR: Is the hon. member in
order in referring to the Premier and the
Minister for Mines as being absolutely
stupid ?

[ASSKIABLY.] to Inquire.
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MR, GULL: Although I ' ave seconded
the amendment, I must express my regret
that the House has descended to the
level of sehoolboys in a discussion which
ought never tn have arisen.

MIR. P. J. LYNCH (Mount [Leonora):
I do not wish to prolong this not alto-
gether frivolous debate, but to give my
support to the motion of the memnber
for Mount Margaret, and also to record
my amazement at the mover of the amnend-
ment in not having stated his ground for
moving it. The mover of the original
motion (Mr. Taylor) hias, explained that
inquiries have ben held in regard to the
four Fremnantle contests, and that the
reports of those inquiries ar-e about to be
formulated, so that this House should
have the benefit of those reports as soon
as possible. Now an amendment is
plumped down in a bald form, without
any reason urged for it; and therefore I
say the mover and seiconder of the amend-
went commit themselves to a needless
confusion of the intention of this House.
In the original rnotion I recognise there
is g ood sense, in so far as it will enable
the House to get, such an amendment Of
the Electoral Act as will give a, fair and
full reflex of the will and aspirations of
the people. There has been an unusual
amount of industry applied, certainly
during the r~gime of the Labour Gov-
ernment, to get the rolls put into such a
condition that they should conduce to
the return of the large majority which
now supports the Government. [MR.
DIAMOND: Absolute nonsense!] One
must needs be deaf if he goes about the
country without hearing that there has
been certain secret and ket-n industry
exercised in order to reduce the rolls to
such a condition as would tend to bring
about a certain result; which procedure
is not in accordance with the expressed
wish of a certain association, that it
was anxious to have every citizen in the
State put on the roll who ought to be on
it. It comes to this, that the statements
made, particularly by the member for
North Fremantle-[MaaBE:R: They have
no foundation] -and I believe they have
foundation, coming from him, and I
believe it is high time that the Act in its
present form should be so amended that
the rolls shall not be used for the benefit
of any particular faction in the country.
Whether due to defects in the Act

or to its administration, amendment is
needed, and one way in which one would
like to see it amended is that it should
cut at the fountain as it were of that free
flow of cash which has been devoted to
the emiploymnent of election scrutineers
and to that political surveillance which
has rendered the rolls of many of those
constituencies not at all as they ought to
be. The late elections have shown clearly
one direction in which the Electoral Act
needs amendment, so that when any one
peson is entitled to object to certain
names on the roll, then the man who has
cash at his command should be made to
feel a, difficulty in rallying Up every
elector he would cause to be Struck off
the roll. There is one accusation made
by the member for Menzies, which now
that it is mentioned I may as well con-
tradict completely. During the election
campaign I was not about the polling
booth on election day in any part of my
constituency, nor was I in the vicinity
while polling was going on. As to the
charge of carryving postal votes which
arrived too late to be recorded, I may say
the town clerk of Leonora, who was one
of those authorised to take postal votes,
as were town clerks in some other
electorates, landed in Owalia with those
Votes Sealed, and I took- them as the
member for Menzies says, eight minutes
too late. I felt quite free and justified
in taking those votes as I did, and T
would do the same again under the same

Icircumittances. I know a great endeavour
was made to obtain the highest legal
opinion as to my action on that day;
but what I did never struck me as being
a contravention of tme Act, until I saw it
mentioned by a-snall obscure paper in
the electorate I am connected with. This
debate shows, as I have said, that an
amendment of the Electoral Act is sadly
1)eeded in one direction at least-
in the direction of making the task muore
difficult to those who choose to employ
unlimited sums of money for the alleged
purpose of purging the rolls, making the
task more difficult than it was on a recent
occasion. Though the Ministry of the
day did liasten the elections, I believe the
Fremnier had an intention to hold a
revision court ; yet he found that, although
the rolls were not handed over in a satis-
factory fashion by the late Administration,
they were in a niore satisfactory state
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than they would be after the revision
court.

Tim PREMIuER:i I never saw them, aud
never asked.

MR. LYNCH: My honourable friend
cannot deny that it was his intention lo
hold revision courts, but that on squarely
summing up the position he found that
the National Political Plague had done
this work very well, and that it could not
be improved ppon by the revision courts.

Mn. J. E. HARDWIOK (East Perth) :
I am delighted to see the gentlemen
opposite so energetic since the last
election to get electoral ref orm ; altho ugh
strange to say the same Act was. in
existence some eighteen monthis ago when
they came into this House with such a
sweeping majority, and on that occasion
we did not hear from that side of the
House of the anomialies which existed in.
our present electoral Act.

MR. BATH: If you look up the debates
you will find them, all the same.

M R. HARDWICK: They were in
office and they did nothing at all towards
the reform of the Electoral Act. On this
occasion I principally rise perhaps to
defend the Electoral Registrar, who is not
here to speak for himself in this respect.

ME. TAYLOR: YOU mean the Chief
Electoral Officer.

MR. HARDWTOK: I mean Mr. Oct.
Burt, who was mentioned by the member
for Kanowna ('Mr. Walker). I wish to
point out that under the Act I have
watched his career very closcly, and I am
of opinion that he does conform entirely
to the spirit of the Act. [ME-MEER:

That settles it.] Mr. Walker pointed
out that many things did exist in counec-
tion with it, but he lost sight of the fact
that tlie population of this State is such
a shifting population that it is almost
impossible to baveany system of elections
conducted satisf actorily. I may point
out that the member for Kanowna. nine
or twelve months ago was an elector of
East Perth; the chances are to-day lie
may be an elector for Kanowna; and
possibly in the course of another week or
two his removal from there will be a dis-
qualification, and he will then be a voter
for Perth. How is it possible for the
registrar to follow round the different
electors and have them placed on the roll
to the satisfaction of the electors of the
State ? It is, I think, unfair to blamie the

person who is authorised for the carry-
ing out of the Act. He is not here to
speak for himself. I know that in my
own electorate many people were dis-
franchised, and many of them probabl 'y
through their own faults. They change
their residences, and in the electorates of
Perth in particular that is the case. It
is nothing to see on a Monday morning
in my own electorate carriers removing
six or seven voters probably out of
one street. [ MEMBR: But they do
-not leave the electorate altogether.]
They do. They are shifting and chang-
ing alt over the State every two or three
weeks. [N MER: Every new moon.]
Therefore the whole trouble does not rest
upon the shoulders of the gentleman who
is authorised for the carrying out of the
Act. It has been clearly demonstrated
to the House to-day that there is need
for electoral reform, and I hope now we
shall get it.

Ma. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco) : I
should not have said a word on the
motion but for the assertion of the
Minister for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory)
that the whole trouble in regard to the
late election was due to bungling and
incapacity on the part of the late Gov-
ernment. I want to give that a most
emphatic denial, and to call as evidence
confirming my denial the statement of
the present Government embodied in
the Address of His Excellency to Parlia-
inent, which says amongst other things:-

The recent election has, in tbe opinion of
my advisers, demonstrated the necessity of
amending the Electoral Act.
If the difficulty had occurred through
incapacity Or maladministration on the
part of the late Government there would
certainly have been no need to get over
that maladministration or incapacity by
the amiendmnent of the law, for which
law the Minister for Mines and several
of his colleagues were responsible; an
amendmnent of the law in regard to the
colihpilation of -rolls, respecting which a
number of us sitting on this side of the
House made a protest. I' pointed out
at the time it was being passed that
the rolls could not be expected to
be satisfactory when the numerous
sources of information supposed to
he resorted to were insisted upon. I
contend at the present moment just as
I contended in the last Parliament,
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it is necessary, if we are to have
a good Act, that we shall have a
very careful inquiry into the matter,
and in order that such careful inquiry
may be made I, for one, am willing to
see the whole question delayed until the
second session of the present Parliament.
In my opinion it will be a mistakie in the
present short session for the Goverunment
to attempjt to amend the electoral law,
and I should like rather to see a proposal
such as that of the member for Kanowna,
(Mr. Walker), that there should be a
thorough investigation into the working
of the Act as evidenced by the last two
elections; and on the result we obtain
from that investigation -we canl frame
o-jr law. In this connection we might
well go into the electoral laws of each of
the other States and of the Common-
wealth itself. I want to say that in
reference to either one side or the other,
I know of my own knowledge of thous-
ands of electors in this State who were
disfranchised through no fault of their
own in the last election. Persons living
in one house for a number of years, who
without the lightest reason found their
names on election day oft the roll ; per-
sons who, in some instances, found that
the wife was on the roll and the husband
off the roll, or the husband onl the roll
and the wife off it, wvhen thoy have been
living in the one electorate and in some
cases in one house for a number of years.
I know of one ease where this sort of
thing happened in regard to an elector
who had been living in one house for no
less than eight years, and I know of
another case wh~ere a person who had
been dead for four years was on the roll
for a street which was not in existence
at the time that person died, and there-
fore where the name of a dead person
must have been transferred from the
street in which that person at one time
lived to the street in which subsequently
a relative lived.

Ma. H. BROWN: Was not the Karra-
katta Cemetery in your electorate?,

MA. DAGLISH: The Karrakatta
Cemetery does Dot enter into this dis-
cussion. We have not so Imany resident
persons voting in my) electorate7 as in the
electorate of the member for Perth. But
this sort of thing can only occur when
we have anl Act which is defective. Somec
reference has been made to the fact that

the late Government did not amend the
Act. The late Government did not
amend the Electoral Act in the first
session, and unfortunately the late Gov-
ermient did not have more than one
session in which it had the opportunity
of doing so. I shall lie prepared to con-
cede the present Government the right,
and I am prepared likewise to recognise
on the part of the present Government
the duty, of not amending the Act during
this session, because I believe it is far
better that we should have 12 months to
deal with thle matter than have 4 farther
amlendrnentwhich will have the unsatisfac-
tory' results the present Act has had. In
Very sorr that for the purpose of making
political capital against the late Gov-
ernment the Minister for Mines should
have used the argument lie did in regard
to the metropolitan district, which was
mainly affected by the motion moved by
the member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor). Before the late Government
took office instruction had been given by
its predecessors that certain investiga-
tions should be made with the object of
getting all the persons resident in that
district on the roll; and in regard to
other parts of the State the late Govern-
mnent followed tbe practice of instructing
the police whilst compiling Federal rolls
to likew ise, attend tr. the State rolls.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: They did
not carry that out.

MR. DAGLjISH : It was carried out.
THE MINISTER FOR MUYES: Not Onl

the goldfields.
MR. DAGLISH: Right throughout

the length and breadth of the State
with the exception of the metropolitan
area, which had been attended to beore
the late Government took office. The
member for Mount Margaret, whom I
have not consulted in this matter, and
who did not consult me before he brought
forwvard this motion, can confirm or deny
the accuracy of thle statement I am

Imaking. I say distinctly that whilst the
late Governmenit were in office a police
canvass was made for the preparation of
the Federal rolls, and instruction was
given that whilst that canvass was pro-
ceeding the State rolls should lie similarly
compiled.

MR. TAYLOR: That is right.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The elec-

toral registrar at Menzies said he wrote
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stating that the police were taking claims
for the Commonwealth, and that he de-
sired that he should t State claims,
but noe authority was given.

MR. I)AGLISH1: I do not knuow wihat
the electoral registrar stated, but Minis-
ters can obtain the file of correspondence
on the subject, and get the instructions I
am speaking of. The instruction given
did not relate to the metropolitan
area, which bad previously been ar-
ranged for by tile Electoral Depart-
ment, under instructions I believe of
Mr. Walter' James, who at the time was
Premier. 1 ,un, therefore, justified in
saying that any errors in the rolls-

MR. SPEAKER mentioned that menm-
berg had to wait upon the Governor at a
quarter to 6 O'clock.

[Sitting suspended at 5-45 until 7830
o'clock.]

At 7830, Chair resumed.

ADDRESS-tN-REPLY, PRESENTATION.
MR. SPEAKER announced that he

hadwaitedon His Excellency theGovernor
and presented the Address-in-Reply. He
read the following reply from His Excel-
lency:
Ma. SPRANEIL AND GEFTLEXEN OF THE

LEOm5LATIVE AssEmBLY,-
I thank yea for your Address in reply to the

Speech with which I opened Parliament, and
for your expressions of loyalty to our Most
Gracious Sovereign.

Farm. G. D. BEFnrORD, Governor.
Government House,

Perth, 29th November, 1905.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' DAYS.
MR. SPEAK ER: I desire to draw the

attention of members to Standing Order
214, with respect to mfotions of private
members' days. It will be necessary for
a6 member, if the discussion of private
members' motions is to be continued, to
move to that effect, otherwise we must
proceed with the Orders of the Day.

MR. T. H. EATH: I submit, with all
due deference to you, sir, that Standing
Order 214 is somewhat in conflict with
other Standing Orders which deal1 with the
same question. For instance, Standing
Order No. 1 states that in all cases not
provided for hereinafter, or by sessional
or other orders, resort shall be had to
the practice of the House of Commons.

This means, I pr-esume, that when at
sessional order has been passed by this
House, that order becomes the ground-
work of our procedure in cases of this
kind; and Standing Order 214 reads
that "unless otherwiise ordered" the
debate shall bie adjourned. I should like
your opinion as to whether the words
1unless otherwise ordered" do not

apply to a sessionial order passed by this
House. Standing Order No. -220 states
that onlv on days fixed for the considera-
tion of 'Government business do matters

irelating thereto take precedence of other
Imatters on the Notice Paper. This is
a day set apart for private business. I
submit that those two other standing
orders are more explicit on the question

Iof private business occupying the whole
of the day than is the order under dis-
cussion, No. 214.

'AI. SPEAKER: The course I indi-
cate has always been the course adopted
in this Assemibly, so long as I can recol-
lect, except perhaps within the last 12 or

I18 months. It wits the custom in the
late Sir James Lee Steere's time to
adhere to the allowance of two hours for
private members' business, as provided
in the Standiug Orders; but that custom
was departed from by courtesy of the
Leader of the Govern ment of the day. I
air of opinion that Standing Order 214
is the order to which we should adhere,
though ats the Leader of the Opposition

i(Mr. Bath) points out, Standing Order
INo. 214 reads " unless otherwise order-ed."
.I hold that the words in Standing Order
INo. 1, "1provided for hereinafter," refer
to Standing Order No. 214, and that
therefore the provision in No. 214 must

THE PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason):
With your permission, sir, I should like
to say that a sessional order cannot for
a moment be interpreted as overriding a
standing order. The sessional order, as
passed this session, is exactly the same
order as was passed in previous sessions,
providing for a private members' day.
That day in the past has always been
interpreted to mean two hours of the
tinie of the House. I appreciate your
courtesy in drawing the attention of
hon. members to the existence of that
Standing Order; for it may very well
be of the utmost importance, at some
future day, to adhere strictly to the two
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bours' limit. Upon this occasion, how-
ever, if any member wishes to proceed
with the Notices of Motion, and will
move that they be proceeded with, I shall
offer no objection.

MR. HATE: Without wishing to be
discourteous in this matter, I still be-
lieve that the words "unless otherwise
ordered " apply to an order of this House,
whether a sessional order or any other
order ; and while I quite agree with the
Premier that a sessional order cannot
override a standing order, the fact of the
standing order providing that private
Notices of Motion cannot he proceeded
with "unless othe~rwise ordered " is
covered by the fact that by a sessional
order we have agreed to give private
members' business precedence for one
whole day in eaolh fortnight.

MR. F. ILjINGWORiTH: con-
tend, Mr. Speaker, with all due deference,
that a sessional order can prevail only
during the session in which it is passed.

MR. A. J. WILSON : I move-
That th , debate on motions be continued.

I think, af ter the statement of the Leader
of the House, there is no oecasion to
discuss the matter. We can appreciate
the magnanimity with which hie is
utilising his enormous majority on this
particular occasion. I hope this will
be a forerunner of many subsequent
occasions.

MR. A. A. HORAN: I second the
motion; and while I recognise, as do
most members, that private members'
night is generally restricted to twvo hours,
I was not aware that in past Parliaments,
parties standing as they did, took advant-
age of the fact that the Standing Order
restricted private niemnbers to that brief
time. I am rather surprised that the
Leader of the House should now take
advantage not only of the Standing Order,
but also of the prepanderating maj ority
he has behind him to try to gag private
members in this unfair manner.

THE PREMIER: I take the strongest
possible exception to the remtarks which
have just fallen from the lion. member.
I think I have demonstrated to the House
that I have no wish to take any advant-
age. On the contrary, I expressed my
willingness to fall in with the view of
any member who, by' moving that motions
be proceeded with, would conform to the

rules of the House. I think the lion.
member's remarks are quite utncalled for;
and I amt surprised that an lion. gentle-
man should be guilty' of such conduct.

MR. SPEAKER: I did not hear the
final remark of the lion. member. The
question is that we now proceed to the
'notion before the House.

Question put and passed.

ELECTORAL ABUSES AND DEFECTS.

DEBATE RESUMED.

MR. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco) : When
speaking before the tea adjournment, I
mentioned that in the term of the James
Government a canvass was made of the
metropolitan district, and that outside
the metropolitan district the succeeding
Government had arranged for a canvass
by the police in order to get the State as
well as the Federal rolls compiled and
completed. But I wats guilty of an
inadvertence, by' omitting to say that the
James Government had a canvass made,
by certain special agents employed for
thie purpose, of the metropolitan district
of the goldields ats well as that of the
coast; therefore. my remark with reg-ard
to a. p~olice canvass related to the districts
outside both metropolitan centres. With
this correction my remarks stand ; and
the facts I have supplied to the House
fully justify me in asserting that there is
not the slightest ground for muaking any
attack on the late Government because
of the administration of the electoral law,
but that ally reflection that may he made
must be on the lines of the reflection con-
tained in the Governor's Speech, that is
as a reflection on the law itself. In
reg-ard to the particular question we are
now considering, we have a motion by the
member for Mount Margaret calling for
certain papers which he alleges are in
existence, relating to certain elections. It
is usual, when a member desires papers

tobe supplied, that they shall be
supplied; and I for one will always vote
for the supply to this Rouse at the
instance of any member of any papers ofJpublic interest or pulhic importance.

But an amendment to this motion has
lbeen moved by the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Price), that in addition to the
papers which are being supplied to the
House,certain papers which are not in
existence shall likewise be laid on the
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table. Suich is the purport of the amend-
ment of the bon. member, that before
the papers asked for by the member for
Mount Margaret are supplied, there shiall
be created certain papers which at the
present monient are not in existence. Theobject of this amendment I am unable to
conceive. If the member for Fremaritle
or any other member had desired to
obtain the papers relating to all the
electorates, I could readily have under-
stood his moving to secure them; but
when, failing himself to move, lie conies
forward with such an amend ment as this,
providing really' for an investigation in
every electorate thronghout the State
before any papers wvhatever can be laid on
the table, his amendment seems to inc
simply an attempt to burke the lion.
member who has moved the motion and
to prevent his obtainng the information
desired. Therefore I shiall be much sur-
prised if the other side of the House
agrees to support such an unfair, such an
Uncalled-for amendment. I may miention
that the carrying of the motion will not
debar the hon. nmember (Mr. Price) from
obtaining later on information in regard
to other electorates, after investigation
has been made; neither does it debar the
Government, if any mrember of that bodyso
desires, from laying on the table any,
papers relating to other electorates.
Tt is within the province of any' Minister
to ask, permission of the House to lay' on
the table papers relating to any subject
whatever whicht he thinks it desirable to
place before the House; and if Ministers
or other members on the Government
side desire to have an investigation and
to communicate the result of that investi-
gation to the House, the passing of
this motion of the member for Mount
Margaret does not in any way affect their
powver or their right to do so. I shiall
therefore support the motion; and if at
a future time the member for Fremnantle
or any other member thinks it necessary
to apply for other papers, I shall gladly
support him likewise in so doing; but at
the present time I must object to any
amendment calculated to burke the desire
of a member of this House to secure
papers of public interest and public Im-
portance.

MR. N. KEENAN (Kalgoorlie): I
should not have intervened in this debate
had it not gone a good way beyond the

original ground covered by the mover ;
,and indeed, if the amendment now before
the House were properly described by the
miember for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), I
should be just as much opposed to it as
lie is. But it has been explained, both
by the mover of lie amendmnent and by
those who supported it, that if it be
carried it will in no wayv interfere with
the laying on the table of the House
papers called for hr the member for
Mount Margaret. That being so, I can-
not see how the amendment fairly comes
within the category propounded by the
member for Subiaco; in fact, if my view
of the amiendment be correct-and we
have every reason for believing it is

Subiaco will see fit to change his op~inion.
The original motion was simply a request
by the member for Mount. Margaret
that certain papers, -already in existence
ais the result of some departmental
inquiry, should be laid on the table of
the House ; and that request was met by
an immediate consent on the part of the
Premier. One would have thought the
matter would have dropped there; because
after all, when a request is made on one
side and consented to on the other, there
does not seem to be much more material
for discussiont But the member for
Mount Margaret, in mak-ing his request,
added to the bald statement some inter-
esting narratives which might have been
more appropriate, if he will allow a
young. member of the House to say so,
to the corridors of this Rlouse than to the
Rlouse itself. While wve are all interested
in hearing such amusing anecdotes, we
know that the y have a very small sub-
stratuni of truth, and that they are far
more interesting than useful. But the
ground covered since the motion was
moved has been of somewhat greater
importance; because general reference
has been made to the late election, and
general criticism indulged in as to the
nianner in which the election was con-
ducted. I suppose that any event which
took place in the course of a general
election must be open to some criticism on
the part of members, and particularly on
the part of those who are somewhat dis-
appointed with the result. It is only
reasonable, as the Premier pointed out,
that we should make every allowance for
the frame of mind of disappointed mem-
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hers; and indeed I myself would he
prepared to say that the laments of
the Opposition membIers for their de-
parted friends have been confined with-
in very reasonable limits. But I say
the Opposition go too far when they
attempt to fasten particular attention on
some officers who have attempted to dis-
charge with all the'capacity in their
possession, the duties entrusted to them,
For instance, when attention is fastened
on the doings of certain persons appointed
to receive postal votes in one electorate, it
would be only rigbtfor the member men-
tioning that incident to enlarge his vision
somewhat and to notice other officers
in other parts of the State whose doings
may also have been open to exception.
[Interjection made by MR. HORAN.]
I think the only incident in the speech of
the member for Yilgarni (Mr. Horan) is
the fact that he camen into possession of
certain papers that ought not to) have
been in his possession at all. Referring
to the remarks of the member for Aft.Margaret (Mr. Taylor), it is always open
to a member to make a scapegoat of some
other member for all the disappointments
he htas experienced, especial ly in electionas.
It is just as important to keep persons
off the roll who have no right to be on it
as it is to get persons on the roll who
should be there; because if vou have a
roll with a large proportion of persons
who are not entitled to be on it, the
result can not be satisfactory to the countr~y
or to the member elected under it,
because that member will have been
elected by persons who, have no right
properly to vote. Therefore, when odium
is east on the fact that a large number of
persons were struck off the roll before the
electioiis, it should be remembered that a
large number of persona were on who
ought not to be there. Considerable
attention has been directed previously to
the fact that the namnes of some 40,000
electors were removed from the rolls;-
and if so it shows that those electors
were struc& off because it was found on
inquiry that they did not exist. [LABOUR
Mumnaa: No; no.J I can only judge by
the experience in my electorate, in which
5,200 names were on the roll, which
number on a departmental inquiry was
reduced to 3.100, andi I assumea that when
similar results were arrived at in other
electorates, a similar state of things must

have prevailed in regard to the rolls.
Let me point out another phase. As to
the man whose name is not on the roll
and is entitled to be there, whose fault is
it that the name is not there ? Surely it
is the fault of the person in neglecting
to have it put on the roll. You must
blame the neglect of those electors them-
selves who would not take the trouble to
be put on the roll.

Ma. TAYLOR: There were peculiar cir-
cumstances in connection with that elec-
tion, you know.

MR. KEENAN: Those pecuiliar cir-
cumstances would arise under any set of
conditions von can imagine. If electors
will not take the trouble to get their
nenies on the roll, thosc peculiar circum-
stances seem to be permanent. I would
like to) congratulate the members on the
Opposition side in regard to the zeal they
display' for purit 'y of election, because we
know thcy had an election which was
conducted entirely under their own
guidance, with no interfering Premier or
Minister, and tho result of that election
did not give satisfaction to the defeated
parties. We all know this much, that if
we could get the proper information out
of members on the Opposition side as to
how several of those members obtained
their election, it would be a big reflection
on some of the officers concerned. I have
been told that irt some cases the bottom
of the ballot-boxes were stuffed uip, and
that plenty of votes wvere put in. It is
com mon knowledge on the golddields that
if there -were a court before which some of
those members could be challenged, the
Opposition would find themselves in an
awk-ward position. What they appear to
bonore or condone in their own selection
ballots, they condemn in regard to other
elections outside of their or ganisation, so
that when it comes to a general elect ion
their methods and their manners change
entirely.

MR. B&THL: I thought those members
wVho were selected under Labour ballots
expressed entire satisfaction.

MA. KEENAN: If the leader of the
Opposition wishes that I should direct
some of mty observations to him, I shall
be pleased to do so, and I may remark that
if effect is to be given the pious wish
indulged in by the member for Mt. Mar-
garet (Mr. Taylor) that all parties who
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have been guilty of infraction of the
electoral law shiall be made to feel that
they cannot do such things with im-
plunity, it may then be necessary for the
Opposition to consider the duty of elect-
ing auother leader, because nobody on the
Eastern Goidfields who has local know-
ledge and common sense believes that
the L~eader of the Opposition (Mr. Bath)
is a resident of Kalgoorlie and not a
resident of Subiaco. The bon. miem-
ber was described on the electoral roll
as residing at tlie Union Club Hotel,
Kalgoorlie. I congratulate. him on
having a very happy home; and
therefore if the Leader of the Oppo-
sition wishes to centre attention on
himself and desires also that the pious
wish of his friend should be carried into
strict effect, we may have to inquire into
the question as to where the hon. miem-
ber really does reside, and for, which
electorate he was qualified to vot.e$How-
ever, what I wish to ernphasise is that
there appears to be no reality in this
debate. The member for 'Alt. Marga.ret.
has asked for certain things. He is
goingr to get them, as far as the House
canu obtain them for himn--- The member
for Fremantle (Mr. Price) has asked for
a wider inquiry. No inembe~r of the
House I believe objects to that wider
inquliry; andi if so, we are prepared to
gyive the mover of the motion all he has
asked for, and I believe the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) and other mem-
bers are also prepared to give the mem-
ber for Fremantle what he has asked for,
inasmuch as it has been expressly stated
by members of the Government, by tbha
mover of the amendment, and by every
member who has spoken to-day. that the
result will be not to delay the laying on
the table of the papers asked for in the
motion. I cannot see how the hon.
member (Mr. Taylor) can justify the
motion and oppose the amendment for
widening its scope..rThnt is the view I
take; and because I. do not believe that
the carrying of the amnendmnent will cause
delay in the production of the papers
desired by the mover of the motion, I
shall vote for the amiendment.

Question (that the words proposed t
be struck out stand part of the question)
p~ut, and negaitived.

Farther question (that the words pro-
posed to be inserted be inserted) stated.

Mn. G. TAYLOR (in reply): I am
sorry the House has seen fit to carry the
amendment, because it was not may desire
to go be 'yond the scope of the mnotion I
moved. I knew there were investigations
made by the Electoral Department in
certain electorates, and I had no know-
ledge of any investigations in other
electorates. That being so, I desired the
result of those investigations to be laid
on the table of the House. Notwith-
standing the eloquent appeal miade by
the member for Kalgoorlie (M r. Keenan),
in contending that. the aiendriient in
no0 wayV affects the motion, I would like-
to point out that the ameudment is
asking for investigations that are not in
existence. I have no kinowledge, nor has
the mover of the amendmient any know-
ledge, of any investigations having taken
place in eleotorag es other titan those I
mentioned. The mover of the amnend-
ment is now desirous to call for investi-
gations that have yet to he made.

THE MINISTER FOR WOnRKS: Is there
any reason why they should not be
made ?

MR. TAYLOR: I should think it is
the duty of the menmber who represents
Fremantle (Mr. Price) to ask that those
investigations should be made if hie feels
there is any necessity for them. It is
evident to me that the head of the
Electoral Department, the chief elec-
toral officer who controls the working
of the Act, must have realised the
necessity- of investigating the electoral
proceedings in those four electorates
which I have compassed in my motion.
Those apparently were the only electorates
that he believed necessitated a depart-
mental inquiry. I do believe the gentle-
man will not go beyond his powers in the
Act. I believe he has full power to hold
a departmental inquiry if he thinks it
necessary. I ant sorry my friends from
Fremiantle have taken this matter some-
what personally. Those members for
Fremantle who sit on the Government
side are united on the point. I do not
know of any investigation in any othier
electorate, or I should have included it in
the motion. Thme mover of the amend-
ment gave no reason for the necessity oif
that amendment. fle moved it without
making any speech, although ths intel-
le~ctual giant from Kalgoorlie was able to
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say that the lion. member made it lper-
f eetly clear that an amendment was neces-
sary. The member for Fremantle moved
the amendment at the instigation of the
member for East Fremantle, who was
ruled out of order by the Speaker, The
amendment was Dot written at the Lime
of moving, for after the hon. member
resumed his iseat lie wrote it out. I had
nio desire to deal with the electoral rolls
whatever. I simply dealt with the
administration of the Electoral Act
during the elections, and I want to bear
out what has already bet-n said by the
member for Subiaco, that a house-to-
house canvass was made by the Electoral
Department in the metropolitan centre
on the goldields and the metropolitan
centre - on the coast, embracing from
Midland Junction to Fremantle on the
coast and the various electorates sur-
rounding Ralgoorlie on the goldfields.
That house-to-house canvass, as has
been mentioned by the member for
Kalgoorlie, reduced the inflated rolls
considerably. I am speaking from
memory, but I think the number on
the coast was reduced by something like
10,000 names, and I think by a similar
number in the metropolitan area, on the
the goldfields. It was impossible with
tho funds that the last Parliament voted
for the Electoral Department to carry
cut a house-to-house, canvass thrugh-out
the State, but the next best thing was
done. While I was Colonial Secretary
the Federal rolls was being compiled, the
police were collecting the voters' names;
and instructions were issued to the chief
electoral officer so that the work done by
the police for the Federal Parliamient
should be utiised by the State in comn-
piling the State rolls. The member for
Menzies says it was not done at Menzies.
1 admit that mistakes were made at
various lplaces, but I myself say that in
discussing the position with the electoral
officer, I put that phase of the question to
him; and he said, "1We are doing it, and
will continue to do so." I am told by the
Premier tha~t it was not done. Then all I
can sayv is that so far as Ilam concerned, at
the time as Colonial Secretary that was
my intention, and also I can say that was
the understanding with the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, and up to the present time
I thoughit it had been done. Mlembers.
have said that in outlying, districts there

was no canvass; but that does not prove
tihat the work was not done throughout
the length and breadth of the State. I
recognise the difficulty of placing names
on the rolls. The Chief Electoral Officer
pointed out to me repeatedly that during
the ]iouse-to-hous e canvass, the canvassers
complainedx to the department about the
hofiult-s, they hpd in visiting the -Various

hueThey had gone as inany as three
or four times to various houses, the
occupiers being at the meals, or going out
and too busy to sign tlieir names or
make an application for their names to
be placed on the rolls, In some cases
the complaints were so great that the
officers pointed out they would got as
much courtesy' if they were collec-tintz
accounts. In Queensland and in this
State 1 have personally endeavoured to
get men to sign application forms so that
the names could be placed on the rolls,
and I know the difficulty as pointed out
by the member for Kalgoorlie. People
neglect these matters during the quiet
time before an election; but they recog-
nise just before an election the necessity
of getting a vote. Then they find many
reasons wvhy their names should appear
on the rolls, and they see no justification
for the absence of their names. In a
large nieasure the people are to blame. I
say that biad as the Electoral Act is, up
to the present time the Electoral Act
passed in Last Parliabment is the most
liberal Electoral Act in any of the States
of Australasia chat has come under mny
notice. There is no difficulty in a person
getting his name on the roll. In the old
time one had to sign an application form
in the presence of a justice of the peace;
and I have carried as many as three or
fou r or fi ve h und red f orm s to a j ustice of
the peace after they had been signed by
electors. But because the forms were not
signed in the presence of a justice they
wore not reCOuised- There is nothing
in our Act of a similar character. All a
person has to do is to sign the claim, and
the name is placed on the roll. I aml
reminded by Ihe member for Kanowna,
that then the namie may be cot off. The
Act says you must be summoned to
appear to show why your name should not
he struck off, and. I supipose if a person
does not appear, the name is struck off.
The mnem ber fo r Ivan hoe says thbat n ame s
are cut off even then,
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MR. SCADOAN: After appearing before
the revision court ?

MR. TAYLOR: I cannot contradict
that statement. I k-now in a large
measuare the notices sent out may .not. be
of sufficient importance for people to deal
with thenm, and some do not take notice
of them, While I was colonial Secretary
I endeavoured to have all people eligible
to vote in the State placed on the rolls.
I admnit, in moving this motion, I
instanced a. case with reference to undue
haste on the part of the Premier in
issuing the writs. But that lion. gentle-
man somewhat clouded the issue or tried
to change the statement I made to a
matter of manipulating the rolls. If I
accused the Premier of manipulating the
rolls, that was not my intention. I
accused the Premier of manipulation onl~y
as to the writs and the hasty way in
which the writs were issued. I said
that in issuing the writs he was well
advised. The Minister for Mines, the
member for Menzies, was advised as to
the state of the rolls in Menzies, and he
knew full well there were about three to
five hundred applications for other names
to be placed on the roll. Had the writs
not been issued for another two days,
these names would have appeared on a
supplementary roll, and the people would
have been eligible to rote. I pcinted
out that if that had been so, we might
not have greeted the pleasant face of the
member for Menzies in the Chamber
after the general election. That is the
statement I made. I did not charge the
Premier with manipulating the rolls,
because the rolls had been compiled f rom
time to time, and the Act specifically
lays down that if an application form is
in the hands of the registrar 14 clear
days before the issuk! of the writ, the
namne will be placed on the roll. The
undue haste with the writs prevented in
the one case, that is the Menzies
electorate, the names of three hundred
or five hundred names being placed on
the roll.

THE PREMIER: Does it not strike you
that there was undue haste ii, regard to
the applications also ?

MR. TAYLOR: I may point out that
the undue haste as far as the appli-
cations were concerned was this. The
member for Menzies was contesting the

seat as a Minister, and he w-as opposed
by another gentleman; and during the
canmpaign those on both sides realsed
the necessit 'y, when they found that there
were hundreds of persons in time elec-
torate whose names were not oit the rolls,
of having themn placed on. TJhat is the
reason why the 230 namies which in a
large degree would have supported the
Government candidate, and 300 to 500
names which would hare supported the
Opposition candidate, were qent in. It
is idle for Mlinisters to treat this matter
lightly. The Minister for Mines and
the Premkier-no one knows better that
what I ami saying is absolutely true-
know that if the writs had not been
issued for two or three days, there would
have been three to five hundred 'more
names on the roll for- the Menzies elec-
torate. I do not -know anything about
the contents of the telegram, other than
what the Minister for 'Mines has stated
There is no secrecy about 'the umatter.
The bon. tuember, in conversation,
showed me the telegram in an ordiniary
way, and I am. not accusing- the Minister
as far as, the telegram is concerned of
anyI. underhand business.

THE: MINIsTER FOR MINES. Your
statement is not in keeping with the
telegram, hut that does not matter.

AIR. TAYLOR: I have no hesitation
in saying the Premnier tried to place my
remarks in a wrong light before the
House when he accused me of stating
that he manipulated the rolls.

TnE: PREMIER: Von did.
Mn. TAYLOR:- I did not; but the

manipulation was in connection with the
writs. So far as; the writs are concerned,
I suppose had the elections not been so
harried, the Electoral Department would
have had the rolls in a better condition
to have fought the election upon. WeP
know how hurriedly the election came on,
and it was expedited considerably by my,)
friends opposite, with perhaps some
success. With reference to time remarks
made by the member for Kalgoorlie in
reference to the selection ballot, I want.
to point out that he is not accurate.
at all when he says I was a de-
feated candidate at the selection ballot.
I wish to point out, in case hon. members
way have to refer to the matter on some
future occasion, that. the pdeetion ballot

(ASSEMBLY.) to Inquire.
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was void; and, that being so, nobody
could he successf ul. However, I shall
not debate in this Chamber the selection
ballots of the Labour party. While it is
permissible for members on the Govern-
ment side of the House to drag in any-
thing they desire in reference to our
party or the Labour movement, and our
mietho of conducting our business, I
shall not deal with that aspect of' the
question. Before the session closes I
shall he able to deal just as effectively
as they with the manner in which Gov-
eminent members are selected, when the
National " Ass." selects them, and when
the Premier and the representative of
the Midland Railway Oompany and some
oter gentleman are called in as referees.
I shall be able to deal with that aspect of
the question at some other stage of this
session. I certainly feel grateful to the
Premier for allowing the papers asked
for to be laid on the table. I am not
grateful to the Gov'ewmient, but I am
grateful to the Premier. This amend-
ment is certainly irrelevant to my motion.
I believe it is hardly in order to tack on
foreign matter to such a motion. No
investigations have been held as to elec-
tions throughout the State. 'The mover
of the amendment (Mr. Price) hats not
shown that they have, nor has that been
shown by any member on the -Govern.
ment side. If investigations had taken
place in electorates other than those
mentioned in my motion, I should not
have objected to the amendment ; but
with the member for Subiaco (Mr. Dlag-
lish), I say that the amendment is in-
-tended only to burk my' motion.

MRt. PRICE: How do you know that
investigations have not be~en made?

MnR. TAYLOR: The member for East
Fremantle (Air. Holmes) is now of
opinion-or was when lie was speakin~g
-that no other investigations have been
made, and he gave as a reason for think-
ing so that his side was not consulted.
I tell the hon. member I hope that the
gentleman in charge of the Electoral De-
partment, when he believes that there
has been a breach of the Electoral Act,
will not ask any party in Parliament or
out of Parliament whether he is properly
to administer the Act, or to bring to jus-
tice those who should be brought to
justice. It is not for any political party

to advise the department when certain
irregularities have been committed. I
presume that the irregularities took place
under the noses of the officers in Perth ;
and an inquiry followed. Whether the
member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Keenan) is
speaking on behalf of the Government,
I ala not prepared to say; but if he is
not, I hope the Premier will contradict
him, so that the House may not be led
astray. The member for Kalgoorlie has
said that the papers indicated in my
motion will be laid on the table imme-
diately, and that, if the amendment be
carried, farther inquiries can go on
throughout the State. If that be so,
then I will not find so much fault; but

-I shall not accept a statement from the
member for Kalgoorlie as the statement
of the Premier or of the Ministerial
bench. Before I resume my seat, the
Premier inight give mne, in the ordinary
way, his assurance that he will not delay
the placing on the table of those papers
that are in existence respecting the elec-
torates covered by my motion,, but will
table them immediately, and not hold
them back pending an inquiry through-
out the State. If inquiries have to be
made in the Kimberley district, and if
the generally accepted opinion that this
session will close before Christmas be
true, we shall have no possible chance of
seeing the papers during this session.
In fairness to me, to the State, and to the
purity of electoral Campaigns, those
papers which I know to be iii existence
should be laid on the table at the earliest
possible moment ; and if additional
investigations be necessary throughout

-the State, let those investigations take
place, and let this House be suppliedwith
their results when these come to hand.

*But I hope the Premier will not, till the
whole of the investigations are completed,
withhold the information desired by me.
I am sure that the Premier will give me

*the required assurance, for the fairness
of my request must be apparent to hon.

Imemibers. We have in existence papers
containing the results of certain investiga-
tions. I have called for the papers; and
if they are not to be produced till the
whole of the elections throughout the
State have been investigated, there will
be no chance of our getting the papers
during this session.

Question (as amended) put and passed.
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PAPERS-FACTORIES ACT, DESPATCH
RECEIVED.

Notice had been given of a motion,
"That all papers in which the operation
of the Factories Act of 1904 have been
adversely commented upon by the Im-
perial Pa4rliament be laid upon the table
of the House."

Mic. HORAN (Yilgarn) said: With
your permission, Mr. Speaker, and with
the concurrence of the House, I'desire to
amend the notice of motion standing in
my name, which was hurriedly drafted on
account of the Premier's inability to
reply instantly to my question. I desire
leave to amend the motion.

MR. SPEAKER:- It is provided ini
Standing Order No. 223 that such notice
cannot be amended save by leave of thle
House.

Question put and passed; leave given.
MR. HO RAN : I move-
That an Address be presented to His Ex-

cellency the Governor, praying that all
despatches exchanged between himself and the
Imperial Government relative to the Factories
Act of 1894 be laid on the table of the House.

As I think I am the first person who,
after dinner, has yet risen in this
House since the beginning of the session
to propose a specific motion, permit me to
congratulate you, sir, on attaining your
present high position. As the sole
occupant of this (third Opposition)
cross-bench, T think I may assure you
that you may rcely on receiving the cordial
support of everyone who sits with me. T
think it is due in courtesy to the Premier
to explain that on coining into the House
a little while ago, I thought he had taken
advantage of a, Standing Order so as to
prevent certain private mnembers' busi-
ness, set down for to-night, from being
discussed. I was perhaps somewhat rash
in coming to that conclusion; and T
found afterwards that the Premier, was
good enough to allow us to discuss to the
fullest extent the private business on the
Notice Paper. I desire to express mny
regret at the remarks I made, believing
that the Premier was trying to take
ad-vantage of his power to prevent our
discussing this subject. This is a ques-
tion of grave importance; and I am. not
sure whether in any other Australian
Parliament any such subject has been
under discussion. While I do not wish
for a moment to criticise or discuss in

any way the principles of tile Factories
Act, the question which Task the Premier
is, whether the Imperial Government is
about to interfere in the domestic legis-
lation of this country. I an) sure 1 can
rely on support front all sides of the
House when 1 say that no matter how
violent and how virulent our battles
during thle past general election, we are
capable of managing our own affairs in
such a manner as we deemi fit and proper
and suitable to our own requirements.
In moving for the production of these
papers, I feel confident that the Premier
will raise no objection. Time was when
Governors used to interfere with the
business of Parliaments. Such inter-

1ference took place more than once in
the Eastern States; in New South
Wales, in Queensland, and in circumi-
stances which mnay lie known to most
of the members of this House, when
that celebrated democrat, George Higin-
botbam, as Acting-Premier of Victoria,
refused to accept a recommendation
from the Governor of that State. But
the present position, if the newspapers
are to be believed, seems to be
totally different. It. would seem that
the Imperial Government proposes to
dictate to the people of Western Aus-
tralia, as to whether we shall pass
legislation which in our opinion meets
the exigencies of local conditions. I do
not for a moment think Ihat this. Parlia-
mnent will agree to anything of that
kind; but the time and place will be
found for discussing the subject in fuller
detail. In this instance I think myself
justified in moving for the production of
the papers, and setting at rest once and
for all the question whether the news-
paper reports are correct, and what action
the Premier proposes to take. I know
exactly the limitations in which the
Government of the State is placed by thle
Act of the Imperial Parliament, known
ais the Constitution Act. It is no busi-
ness of mine to mention those limitations.
If the Premier will only be good enough
to produce thle papers, that will no doubt
meet the requirements of all representa-
tives in this Chamber. I therefore move
themnotion standing in my name.

nR. J1. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) : I
scnd the motion.

TEPREMIER (Hon. C. H. lRason).
Asa t general rule, the Government hesi-
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-tates considerably before objecting to the
production of palpers asked for by an
hon. member. Personally I think that
practice has grown in the past until it is
becoming somewhat objectionable. It has
been frequently the case that inembers
have asked for papers to be laid on the
table of the House merely to satisfy' their
inquisitiveness- I make 110 allusion i
this particular case ; and it has fre-
quently happened that considerable coi-
plications hare arisen from the fact of
these papers being laid oil the table of
the House and being made available to
the public and the Press. The Press in
quoting from papers laid on the table
naturally desire-and I give them credit
for an honest attempt to carry out their
desire-to give a fair review of the facts
con1tained in the Papers ; but it follows
that they cannot give themn at very great
length, and often 'their judgment as to
what they should quote and what they
should not leads them astray. In any
case the 'y very frequently omit to refer to
certain facts leading uip to certain cir-
cumnstances; and the public generally" ,
not havitng the whole of the facts before
them, are alit and do frequently arrive at
erroneous conclusions. It also very f re-
quently' happens that the Government of
the day has communications which are to
a great extent of a highl y conflidential
nature, and confidential papersrof that
description should certainly not be laid
on the table of this House. I remember
that last session some papers which were
strictly private and confidential in nature
were laid on the table of the House-I
think in error only and not intentionally' .
but the result of that has been very un-
fortunate indeed. The hon. member in
the first place moved " That all papers
in wvhich the operation of the Factories Act
of 1904 has been adversely commented
upon by- the Imperial Parliament be
laid on the table of the House." That
has been altered by consent of the
House to "That an Address be pre-
sented to his Excelloe the Governor
pray' ing that all despatches exchanged
between himself and the Imperial Gov-
ernment relative to the Factories Act
1904 be laid on the table of the House."
I hope the House will not agre e to that
motion. I object to it very strongly my-
self. I object very strongly myself to
the business and 'the conduct 'of the

business of this House beirng taken out
of the hands of the Ministry in this way.
If communications have been received
affecting any legislation of Western
Australia, his Excellency will, in the
ordinary course of events, submit tbose
comnmiunications to his responsible ad-
visers; and they will give him advice as
to what should be done in regard to them.
1 this case 1. wish to be perfectly' honest,
Open, and straightforward. A commnuni-
cation has been received, not of ain
objectionable character, but of a very
important character. It waLs strictly con-
fidential. I applied to his Excellency the

-Governor to be allowed, in certain cir-
cumstances, if the circumstances arose
and if the necessity arose, to make the
contents of that confidential communica-
tioi public. I wish to assure the House
that, having that permission, before any
action is taken in any shape or form
whatever, or before any action is proposed
in regard to the Factories Act, this com-
munication will be submitted to the
House. TIhat is as far as I am prepared
to go; and I assure the hon. member and
members of this House that if they press
this motion and it be carried, though I
am sure the good sense of the House will
render that impossible, those who are
seeking to do good, for I believe the hon.
member is actuated by the best motives,
will be doing incalculable harmt. I assure
the House that, before the Government
attempt to take an 'y action whatever with
reference to the Factories Act, the con-
tents of that communication will be made
public and suhmittedtothe proper persons
to whom they should be submitted, that is
the Parliament of Western Australia; but
until that time does arrive, I certainly
object to having the papers, be they
whatever they ma iiy, submitted or placed
on the table of this House. So far as I
know, there is only one communication
which could be placed on the table, and
that is the one that I have specially asked
for permission to make public should the
necessityv arise.. That necessity has not
vet arisen. In carrying out what, I
believe to be my duty not only to the
House but to the country, I object very
strongly to the motion being carried, and
I hope that, after an explanation has been
given, the hon. member will withdraw it.

IMa. T. WALKER (Kanowna): One
can well understand the motive of the
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Premier in wishing to maintain the
secrecy of the Government in a. matter of
such vast importance; but lio surely
cannot blame the hon. member who moves
this motion, or the House, for desiring to
have the information which has been
communicated to him. No question has
arisen within the life of this or previous
Parliaments, or any other Parliament so
far as I am aware, of greater importance
to this State, nay to the Commonwealth
of Australia, than that which is involved
in this simple motion to-night. It involves
not only the question to which the whole
of Australia is pledged, that which has
become a canat phrase, at "White Aus-
tralia," but it involves what is dearer
perhaps to us as a self-governing State
than even the question of alien restriction.
The whole question of our right to
govern ourselves is involved in this simple
motion, is involved in these papers.
The question is, Are we to govern ou-
selves just so long as we are comporting
to the ideas of the Home iiistrv and
the Government in power in England
for the time being - are we to be
allowed to play at legislation, or are
we a self-governing country ? That is
the question which is involved in this,
and I hope that the matter will not he so
lightly put aside as it has been by the
Premier. He has told us that his Excel-
loeyv has been pleased to comumnicate to
him certain information. That informa-
tion is within the Premier's knowledge.
When the Premier sees fit he will coin-
municate to this House what that infor-
mation is, and not till then. That
information lie will give us-hie has per-
mission-if ever the necessity should
arise for him to deal with the Factories
Act. It may so happen that he may
never have anl opjportunity of dealing
with the Factories Act; but I submit that
this House has a6 right to know what the
Home Government thinks of our legisla-
tion, just as much as the Premier has the
right to know what the Home Govern-
ment thinks about our legislation. Every
member almost of this House is pledged
to pursue a certain policy in regard to
outside nationalities. Almost every Inem-
her here is pledged to what is called a
"1White Australia." We have legislation
on the statute-book; not only have we
laws in force, but we are administering
them in our courts; we have paid officers

who are carrying out the laws that are
passed; and to-morrow we may find some
despatch communicated to us which will
render null and void all our past legisla-
tion, all the acts which we have com-
mitted, and which will render illegal the
steps we are taking every day of our lives.
Yet we are supposed to know nothing
about it, and to wait here as children to
receive the information when it pleases
the Premier to communicate it to us
about the Factories Act. I submit a
matter of that great importance is not a
matter on which this House should be
kept in ignorance. I have no desire to
speak with any disrespect of those in-
stitutions under which this country, and
every country under the British Crown,
flourishes; but it is incumbent on us
at times to remember that between the
representatives of the people and even the
Crown there May be conflicts, or con-
troversies, or questions as to rights.
We know that the sovereigns of England,
in days gone by, have been confronted by
meambers of an Assembly like this, and
that in the end the sovereign has been
compelled by reason or other force to
recognise the rights of the people in their
relpresentatives assembled in Parliament.
Rights which we enjoy here, and which
they enjoy in the British House of
Parliament itself, in a great measure
have been wrung from the Past sovereigns
of England, until by the conflict between
sovereign and people a happy union of
power and combination, which has
rendered the British Constitution the
most perfect political machinery the
world has ever seen, has been attained.
Now, T venture to think that here is
just the possibility, notof the Sovereign
of England, not even of his representa-
tive in the person of His Excellency,
Coming into conflict with this House, but
there is a danger of the Government of
England for the time being usurping
what was once the royal prerogative,
what was once the sole power of the
Crown, and coercing us, restricting our
liberties, interfering with our legislation,
checking us at any particular point, and
rendering null and void what maly be
of vital interest to us. For think what
this implies, what it involves. If we can
be prevented legislating in our own
colonies and in the Commonwealth
against the influx of aliens, or against
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the competition of Chinese with white
people in this country, what does it
mean ? It means that within a decade
from now, ten years hence, white workers
will not be able to live in this State. I
ami making no exaggeration. If our
ports were to-morrow to be thrown open
to those hordes from China, or even from
Japan-and I have no desire to Speak
d isrespectfully of that wonderf ul and gal-
lant nation that has humniliated the most
warlike nation of Europe-if ouir ports
are to be thrown open to those nations and
we have to receive from those over-popu-
lated countries their surplus, no workman
could continue in his employmvnent, no man
working under present civilised conditionsa
in this country could earn his livelihood.
I do not speak from fancy. I have seen
what has takeni place in South Africa.
The importation of the Chinese there
upon the mines has rendered it totally
impossible for a white labourer to live in
Johannesburg.

THE MINISTER Pop. MIRES: There are
more white workers there now.

HR. WALKER: There are not. I
have been in South Africa; I have rela-
tives there now, and I know Something
about it. The state of South Africa for
white men has been completely ruined.
Nothing but absolute ruination exists for
the white worker. There is no opening
for the nian who wants to earn his living,
by his hands, or as an artisan by means
of a trade. The place is absolutely given
over to the black and yellow men, and to
the capitalists; and I submit that, if we
are not allowed to restrict alien popula-
tion from coming to our shores and to
regulate their conduct when thgy conic
here, we give this country over to China
and Japan; absolutelyv making us deni-
zens of the Empire of the Mlikado and
that of the Empress of China, giving
it aJ)soltel y over to them.

Tnt, MINISTER FOR MIINES:- The Com-
monwealth controls all matters of immi-
gration.

Ma. WALKER: The Commonwealth
miay, but this State is -involved; and if
we can be prevented from administering
our domestic legislation to-morrow, the
Commonwealth Government may he
interfered with in the same way.

TiE PREMIER: The home authorities
can veto the Act.

MR. WALJKER: I know; and theY.
can. suspend the constitution. But are
we to allow them to do it without a pro-
tes t?' Are we to assume the attitude of
legislative slaves ?

THE MINISTER FR WORKS: You are,
assuming all the time.

Y,%R. WALKER: Assuming what?
TH7E MINISTER FOR WORKS: That they

are going to interfere.
MnI. WALKER: I amn not saying

they are going to,. but that they are
interfering, and I say that if I am under
a wrong, assumption, I ain not the only
one in the House under that error
by any means, and. not only on this side
of the Hiouse, but on that side of the
House. Have I not the right to be cor-
rectly informed? 9Is it not the duty of
the Premier to take us into his confidence
to the extent that hie knows'i the facts
of it ? 'Why should the Premier tell
'is that when he deemis it fit to deal with
the Factories Act be will inform us ? He
says, by wh at he has already told us, that
he could tell us, that it would not be
wrongI to tell 'us, that at a certain time
it would be right to tell us. If it
would be right to tell us then, it
would be right to tell us now; for
in a matter of such importance the
country cannot know tho facts too soon.
Not only we, hut the lpeople outside
desire to 'know something about this.
Every body of workers in the country is

Iimmensely concerned in the attitude of
the Governmenit and the future attitude

*of Parliament upon this question, and
the people have a right to have informa-
tion on a matter that Concerns them so
vitally. If we have any of the blood of
the old fighters in our veins, if we have
anything like honourable manhood within
us, we shall resist or make at least soe
protest. I admit that resistance would
be futile. If we could not obtain force
for resistance, we could make some
strong protest against interference with
domestic legislation in this State by the
home authorities. Is not this limitation
or nullification of the Factories Act an
interference ? Will the lion, member
deny that the Imperial authorities have
coinmunicated to this State the fact that
the Act must be inoperative, that it
must not be put into Operation P

THE PREMIER:. Oh!
Ma uniBt: ' Certain clauses.
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Mu. WALKER: Undoubtedly; deal-
-ing of course with aliens. The information
has come to this State-and I challenge
denial-that we are not to treat the
aliens, the Japanese or the Chinese, other
than we treat our own State citizens.
-We are to gaive them every opportunity
that is given to the white citizen. We
are to make no distinction whatever
between them, and indeed we must allow
them the fullest personal liberty, which
means liberty to undermine our own
workers. It mneans the ruination of all
our trade and the paup'erisation of our
own people. And are we to uiake no
protest against this ? A re we quietly
to submit to it P Are wve not to
protect our own people P Are they
not more to us than even the allies of
Great Britain, great as may be that
growing nation of Japan. and wonderful
and useful as may be the alliance between
her and the mother country ? Are we
not or should we not he more to the
British Crown than even that great
nation? Should we be compelled to
submit or to act like children in obedience
to, the will of British statesmen because
this foreign nation is involved ?

T-HE PREMIER:' You are acting like
children now, as munch as anything els6.

MR. WALKER: Acting like children!
Is it childish to protest against this
secrecy which conceals from this House
that which is more vital than any other
thing at this moment ? I dare say the
hon. gentleman would like to dismiss it
in so easy a fashion. But if the House
has any sense of self-respect, it will not
permit that. The hon. member not only
thinks he can treat the Leader of the
Opposition with contempt, not only
thinks, he can treat the whole of the
Opposition as children, buit lie thinks hie
can treat the whole of the House in the
same way. That is rather the conduct of
a big sc hool-boy with a loly in his mouth.
Perhaps the hon. member has something
to learn in this respect, for he undoubtedly
lacks a sense of the dignity of this
Assembly, lacks respect for the people
of this country, is lacking in regard
for the rights of this self-governing
institution of which he by accident
has become Premier. He will perhaps
in due course learn. Without prolonging
the debate to-night, I have no doubt that
we shall have other occasions to deal

with the subject again. We must deal
with it, and if the Premier forgets to
bring down the Factories Act, or what-

*ever it may be in connection wvith
this subject, 'and does not give
us that comm1Dunication, 1 trust the
House will bring him back to the words
he has uttered to-night. When hie thinks
niecessary, hie will communicate a portion
of the despatches that lie has seen. I

Isubmit that this House should have
inifo rniation now. We have a right to
deal with it now, and if the House has
any sense of its own dignity it will not
permit the Premier to snub it in this
cavalier fashion.

11R. J. B3. HOLMAN (Murchison) : I
rise to support the motion of the member
for Yilgarn. I am sorry indeed to know
a nd see th at the Prem ier of this Asse mbly
has thought fit to allow Cabinet secrets

Ito be published in the Press, and to
refuse to give information to this House.

TuE PREMIER: I did nothing of the
kind.

MR. HOLMTAN: It is a disgrace to
him in his position that news can be
given to the Press stating that certain
information was received of aconfidential
nature from the home authorities, from
the Secretary of State, who tnay not be
Secretar -y of State after the next general
election in the old country, and for him
to reftuse to give any information to
mnembers of this- Rouse, the representa-
tives of the people of this State. This is
not the first time confidential matters
have leaked omit. It was stated to-night
that the Labour party betrayed the
interests of the country ; but I .say we
never betrayed the interests of the
country, as very likely is being done at
the present time. On another occasion
we heard a Minister talk about the
Labour Government l ungling the busi-
ness of the country. A similar case of
leakage to this occurred when the present
Premier was a member of a previous
Cabinet. In regard to the Phillimore-
street case, information leaked out and this
country had to pay thousands of pounds
more for laud th~pn it would have had to
payv had these things been done in a
proper manner. Now information has
gone out and the Press has informed us
about this communication. Yet we, as
representatives of thev people, the voice of
this country, were refused any informa-

CASSEMBLY.] Deapatch received.
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tion on this matter at all. I maintain it
would be the duty of every member of
this Assenihl r -tsand up 'mnd fight as
long as he was able to do so) for the rights
of the people in this State, the people lie
represents. A fight has been made in
other countries before this. We look
back to a question of a somewhat similar
nature that cropped up in America same
time ago, and we come to a later date
when President Cleveland, at the time
the Chinese Exclusion Bill was before the
American Congress, sent a miess9age in
which he said

It is a recognised canon of international lawand intercourse that every sovereign State
-has & paramount right to exclude from, its
borders all elements of foreign popuilation,
which for any reason aught retard its pro-
sperity or be detrimental to the moi-al and
physical health of the people.

I maintain that if the home authorities
interfere with our domestic legislation in
relation to the Chinese or Japanese, they
are interfering With something they have
no right to interfere with. We are the
best people to judge what legislation we
should enforce in this State to control the
workers in our factories, and I maintain
that if we labour under a delusion with
regard to th is 'comm unication, the Premier
should be the person to set us right. I
do not think we are going to be dictated
to here in Australia, although we are
Only a few, although we only number
four millions of people. It is for the
Premier to make a. statement to this
Assembly and place us in possession of
information, giving us the exact termis
or as nearly as possible the exact
terms of the c;ommunication received,
and not allow us to be in ignorance of
its contents for any longer tinie than
necessary. We have the case of South
Africa mientioned. I maintain it would

*he the duty of every member in this
Assenibly to stand up and fight as long
as he had breath or a hand to raise against
the States of Australia heing brought
into the same condition as the States of
South Africa are in at the present time.
We know that at the present time the
white worker cannot earn a living in
South Africa. I received a letter from
my cousin in which lie said that if the
whiite worker desired to live at all he had
to bring himself to the level of the black
man and work for five shillings a day.

I believe that if the honme authorities
had the same power as they have had in
South Africa, where they have been con-
trolled to a great extent by boodlers in
that country, we should be in the same
position in Australia. 1. think it is a

Idisgrace to the Premier of this State to
he in receipt of a communication that
muay affect the interests of the whole of
the'people of this Commonwealth, and to
refuse to divulge that information to the

IMembers of this Assembly. Certai~n
information leaked out f rom a Cabinet of
which he was the head, and was pub-

ilished in the Press, whereas we can-
not get any information at; all. I
deprecate his action in trying to dismniss
the mnatter from this Assembly by the
commonplace cry that it is one of no
importance. If tjhis is an important
matter we should be given the fall text
of the communication ; and if it is not
important, the Premnier should rise in
h ise place an d make th at statement in this
House, and allow us to rdst content -with
a f ull knowledge that the interests of this
State will be protected to the utmost. I
maintain that ever~y representative in this
Cham bet should demand information
from him.

MR. H. E. BOLTON (North Fre,
nmntle): I desire to enter my protest
against the refusal of the Premier to
give this information to the Assembly.
I cannot help thinking, knowing some
of the gentlemen as I do, that possibly the
ttu is not yet ripe to give that informa-
tioi to the Chamber. The hon. member
had told us that lie will give us that
information when hie thinks fit or as
necessity arises..

THE PREMIER: Before any action at
all was taken.

Ma. BOLTON: I ami glad the Premier
remninded me of that. But I would also
remind members that when it is given it
may be too late to take any action against
thle proposal of the Government. Very
possibly some machinery may be in.
course of construction, and when the in-
formation is given to the House, certain
action may have keen taken, and it
may be too late to enter any protest
It is absolutely necessary that the infor
miation he given to this House; In
meMber's on this side of the Chambei
recognise the futility of continually ask
ing for things when we know that th
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brutal majority~ sitting opposite to us can
simply lie back in their chairs and smile
as they do in regard to most things we
have asked for, treating our requests in
silence and contempt. I only hope that
their actions will be noted byv the
country as well as by memb~ers on the
Opposition side of the House. The mem-
ber for IKanowna referred to the danger
of such an objection being raised from
the homie Government without any pro-
test from this Rfouse or from the repre-
sentatives of the people in this State;
but when we remember the very large
interests, for instance, of the Minister
for Works in the Collie Coalfield, and
also that some of the supporters of the
Government are interested3 in Collie coal,
it will be perhaps in their interests to
have a replica of Johannesburg in this
State, for then they will be able to pro-
duce Collie coal cheaply by Japanese and
Chinese labour. This information is to
be delayed until it is found necessary, in
the opinion of one inan, to give it to this
House. I say it is scandalous that it
should be held back so long from 50
representatives of the p~eople; but the
hon. gentleman has supporters who, 1
regret to say, are still looking for cheaper
farm labourers. Perhaps a few Chinese
and Japanese can do avay with their
trouble and with the vexed immigration
question. If such a communication from
the home authorities is allowed to go
without any protest, another can follow
it demanding that our ports be thrown
open to alien nations, Japanese and
Chinese; and what would happen then ?
Undoubtedly the Government would be
supported by their present supporters,
because they are a mixed variety. Some
of them are interested in industries which
would be considerably enhanced by the
importation of Chinese.

MR. 3. C. G. FOUTLKES (Claremont):
I think all the hon. members who have
spoken on the Opposition side on this
subject are rather unduly alarmed. They
speak of fighting the Crown, and of doi
all kinds of things, and of cal-ryingon the
industries here with Chinese labour and
Japanese labour. I have read Press
statements regarding this affair both here
and in the English papers; but I have so
far not learned anything at all that would
alarm us or in any way showv that the
British Government have any desire to

interfere with our local legislation. One
speaker said just now that any day we
might find our liberties taken away from
us, and that soale despatch would come
here-I think the words were, "that
would render null and void any legisla-
tion we had passed." One can hardly
think that the hon. member who used
languiage of that kind really knows
anythin'g at aill as to how we frame enact-
ments. Acts of Parliament are not an-
nulled by despatches. In that case it
would he hardly necessary for us to meet
here. One can hardly expect that mem-
bers who hold such curious and extreme
ideas--

Mn. WALKER: What about the sus-
pension of the Constitution itself ? Has
it been done recently ?

MR. FOULKES: But it has not been
done here.

MR. WALKER: It may be.
MR. FOULKES: Do not be unneces-

sarily alarmed. I aim not alarmed at
such at contingency ats that. There is not
the slightest fear that such a thing would
happen to us, that our Constitution would
be annulled. I do not know what is in
this despatch that has been sent to his
Excellency the Governor; but 1 feel quite
sure that, as the Premier has said, when
the time comes he will inform the people
of this despatch. I am certain that full
justice will be done to the people. I
agree with every member of this House
that we should be most anxious and
strong believers in the maintenance of
the principle of a white Australia.
There is not the slightest shadow of
doubt as to that. No one is more loyal
to that principle than I am myself. I
was recently in South Africa, and I
saw the Chinese there and the black
races and the various half-castes in
that country; and I always believe in
the principle of a white Australia.
What I1 have seen in South Africa has
convinced me that it is of the utmost
importance to Australia that we should
keel) Australia white. Although I have
these opinions, I also know that it is a
fact that the British Government and
the people in England have, during the
last ten years at least, shown every desire
to recognise the wishes of the various
peoples who live in their respective
colonies. We need never be afraid of
any dictation from the home Govern.
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went. I am quite sure of that fact.
They have treated Australian and
Canadian colonies with the utmost
generosity. We have to bear in mind
that it is owing to their protection that
we people here are allowed to pass legis-
lation. If it were not for the protection
of the British fleet, the danger would
then arise of our having our Constitution
annulled. The British people and the
British Parliament are our host friends;
and it is all nonsense to hear people
talking of having despatches sent here to
annul our Acts. I am not afraid of that.
I am certain that the hon. member who
has pointed out the danger of such a
c-ontingency happening, in his own wind
does not fear anything of the sort. We
cannot annul the Factories Act even by
the Governor's proclamation. If we
must have the Factories Act annulled, it
will be necessary to introduce a, Bill to do
so. [MR. HRRN: You are wrong.] I
am not. It will be necessary to intro-
duce a Bill to alter any provision in
regard to the Act. If the Governmet
think it necessary to alter the Act-I do
not sayv they do-I myself think that
they will not do anythinig at all whereby
they will mnake it easier to have black
labour or Chinese labour employed here.

AIR. HOLMAN: They have already
done it.

MR. FOUILKES : I do not anticipate
anything of the 'kind happening, but it
seems to me utterly ridiculous that a.
man should rise up here -iMi. WALKER:
To fight' for the white people]-we are
not called upon yet to fight. The time
for us to make protest., if any protest is
necesary-and so far f have not. learned
anything whereby we should excite our-
selves abo)ut this question at all-is not
the present. We do not know that there
is any necessity. The main thing is that
there seem to be a few members in this
House who are most curious and inquisi-
tive to know the contents of these letters
that are written by some people. It is
quite true that certain statements have
been made in the Press; but I do not
know that these statements are correct.
We have learned, some of us, not to
believe everything that is said in the
Press; and i have learned this fact too,
in connection with business, that some-
times, pending negotiations, it is not
always advisable to show everybody what

is taking place in connec.tion with these
negotiations. For all I know there maky
be no antagponismn or opposition whatever
on the part of Great Britain. It may be
some foreign Power that has comnmuni-
cated with Great Britain. Do not let
us take steps that will cause difficulties
between Brit-tin and soine other Power.
There is no necessity to talk about fight-
ing. I have every confidence that the
Governmwent will see that justice will be
done to all parties. I fee] absolutely
certain that, knowing how anxious we
are to maintain the principle of a white
Australia, the Government will take no
action whatever that will put in peril
that principle; and I have every con-
fidence that they will make public this
correspondence when the right time has
arrived.

HON. F. Hf PIESSE (Katanning) : I
had not intended to speak to-night in
reference to this mnotion, but for a remark
which fell from the lips of the member
for Murchison with regard to want of
confidence shown by Cabinet in regard to
these despatches, th~at is, the information
having been given to the Press. Speak-
ing as an old Cabinet Minister, and in
reply to one who has recently filled that
position also, I am sorry to hear the
member for Mlurchison making such
remiarks; because ant' Cabinet with con-
fidential communications, before it would
not disclose that information to the
Press ; and if that information has
filtered to the Press in seine way, it is
through some other source. Confidential
commIuications are kept within the
scope of the Cabinet and its executive
officers. As a rnile, nothing is heard
of a confidential communication; but
when the case arises that the eons-
mnunication is referred to officers of
departments for their information or
their advice in te-gard to certain matters,
then there may be want of confidence
shown by those men and disclosures are
made. This is reprehensible, because it
is by that means frequently' that informs.
tion of a confidential character gets
abroad. Speaking generally,, we can
admire the bulk of the civil servants of
this State as men of uprightness and
integrity; and, as a rule, Cabinet secrets
and confidential mnatters are kept, and if

1they do get to the Press it is from other
Lsources. I take it this confidential com-
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munication, if such has been received,
has probably reached the Press from
sources from which it should not have
reached tile papers. Members are no
doubt speaking in the interests of the
country ; and I ain sure those who
assisted to pass the Factories Act last
Parliament were quite agreeable to help
it through; but there are members who
have spoken to-night wsho would Make
the public believe that there are other
men in this House who are ready at once
to repeal the Act. The member for
North Fremnantle made a reference that
the farmers were ready to have chealp
labour and Chinese and men of similar
nationality to do their work. The bon.
member should not make that reference.
If there is one set of people in this
country that helps to build up the in-
terests of the State and to employ work-
men at times when other trades have been
stagnant, it is the farming community;
and( indeed the farmer is one who has
done a great deal to help industries in
other directions. Though we have heard
so much eloquence from the member
for Kanowna to-night, lhe seemis to
be a bit too previous. He should
know that a matter of this import-
iace could not be dealt with by any
Government until it bad been brought
before the House for consideration. The
Premier has already assured us, if there
is any necessity for bringing the matter
forward and he can disclose the informa-
tion, the House shall have the informa-
tion. It will be for us then to decide the
course to take, it will be for us then to
hear speeches in favour of the measure
passed last session, anid if temperate and
moderate, at the hands of the broad-
minded members of the House they will
receive dfie consideration. Therefore
Parliament to-night, in discussing the
matter, is too previous. The matter has
not reached that serious stage which some
members would lead us to believe it has
reached. I quite believe with the Premier
that such a confidential communication
should remain secret until such time as
the Ministers who are controlling the
affairs of the country decide what course
they should take.

MR. J. SOADDAN (Ivanhoe) : I can1-
not allow this opportunity to go by
without answering the Premier, who said
that members in calling for the papers

Iwere only inquisitive and curious. This
is a peculiar assertion for the Premier to
make, when we want the countryv to know
what is tranispiring. It would be quite
a different matter for the Premier to say
that it is undesirable that this inforima-
tion should be made known at the
present time; but he has stated that it
was inquisitiveness which caused mem-
bers to call for the production of the

papEs PRE1ITER: I did not say that.

MR. SCADDAN : The Premier did
exemp~t this p~articular occasion and spoke
generally, but the inference was that it
was inquisitiveness which prompted the
request of those l~pr. The Press
of tile State has ardymade public
certain matters with regard to the de-
spatch from the homeGoverument, and die
question arises whether the Press should
make a half statement, which is often
worse than a lie, and the Premier should
refrain from making the whole statement
public. The public want to know what
was the tone of the despatch, and curiosity
hats arisen in the mninds of the public onl
this matter. It is no good for the Premier
to waive lighitly by the despatches which
have been received, and not make thema
known until some action has been taken.
There may' not he any alteration of the
Factories Act suggested, but at the same
time dust should not be thrown in the
eyes of the public. If this despatch does
refer to the Factories Act passed last
Parliament does not refer to the working
of the Act, the public should know at the
earliest possible moment what it is. It
is not curiosity or inquisitiveness for
members to ask thalt this despatch should
be produced. The Premier might explain
if the despatch has no bearing on the
Act, or to what extent it has, and not
allow the public to remain in a curious
frame of mind. This matter not only
affects the State but the Commonwealth
,as a whole. If we atre to permit the
Asiatic races to come into the State, and
the Commonwealth to be dictated to as
to how they shall treat them when they
come here, it is time we made something
like a decent protest.

HoN. F. IH. PiussE: Make the protest
when the time comes.

Ma. SCADDAN: That is all very well.
We might find ourselves in the same
position as the people of South Africa,
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who made their protest about the China-
men, but the Chinamen are still there.
The time to protest is when we see
danger ahead of us. It is useless for a
man to p)rotest when hie sees the cliff in
front of hins. We know the people of
the State arc agitating their minds as to
what is the nature of the despatch. The
Press hare made a certain statement, and
that statement has never been contra-
dicted or conifirmed by the Premier, and
it is high time the minds of the com-
munity were set at rest on this (question;
therefore the Premier was not justified
in saying that members were only curious
and inquisitive in asking for the papers.

THE PnnmsnR: I did not say so.
MR. SCADDAN: I understood the

Premier to say so, and I was listening as
attentively ats possible. We are not
curious; we are doing our duty to the
country. For the life of ume I cannot
understand the c-nspimacy of silence on
the other side. I should like to know why
members on the Government cross- benches
have nothing to say on this question.
They had a great deal to say ait the
election, but now they' have nothing
to say because the Premier is using his
button in front of him vecry wvell. These
members have been returned to the Rouse
against the Labour party because of the
exclusiveness of that- pa~rty, and because
their freedom is taken from them. How
can members opposite hurl that accusa-
tion against its when mnemb~ers opposite
rematin Silent? They have been effectually
silenced. I hope the members of the
National Association will assert them-
selves, and show the people of the State
what they said on the hustings and carry
out What they Said on the hustings.
This is a matter which is agitating the
minds of the people and members on the
Opposition side ats well as on the Gov-
eminenut side of the House. The Premier
would be doing no harm if lie made the
contents of the despatch public by laying
the papers on the table of the Ho~use.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. Prank Wilson): I thinklcan answer
the query of the lion. member who has
spoken, in a few words. He wishes to
know why members on the .Governinent
cross-benches have not been relieving
their minds on this question. The
answer is that because a majority of the
lion. members of the House have confi-

deuce in His Majesty's Government. I
should like to point out to the Opposition
that what they are demanding iFi iuncon-
stitutional, it is unheard of and un-
seemly. [MEM1BER: Rubbish !] To say
that the Government should divulge 'a
despatch to the House is absurd in the
extreme; and if members opposite occu-
pied the Government benches they would
hie the first to resent such interference.
His Excellency the Governor has re-
ceived, as the Premier told the House,
a confidential despatch from the Secre-
tary of State, and that despatch belongs
to the Governor- [MEMBER: To the
Press]-and His Excellency asks his
Ministers' advice in connection. there-
with. Hon. members arc forgetting the
oath of allegiance which they have just
taken to the Crown, when they Suggest
for a moment that we should divulge the
contents of that despatch until it has
been finmay dealt with.

MnR. T. WALKER: It has been divulged
to the Press.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Kanownat knows we did no-
thing of the kind, and he is an old enough
lparlianldntarian to know that the mot ion
before the House is irregular in the
extreme. The lion. member allows him-
self to be carried away with his own
eloquence and his own fevered imiagina-
tion until he builds uip at mountain out
of a, molehill. The lion. memiber says we
are going to open. the doors to flood this
country with Asiatic immigration in eon-
sequence of this despatch. He ought to
know the 4iiestiou of Asiatics comning into
Australia depends on the Federal Gov-
erment and on the Tmperial Govern-
mient. [MR. HORAN interjected.] The
all-wise member for Southern Cross
cannot wait patiently with his rude inter-
jections until I have stated my view. It
has been stated by tile member for
Ivanhoe that any alteration of the
Factories Act, if there be any, might
admit Asiatics into Western Australia.
What has the Factories Act to do with
the admission of Asiatics ? Nothing

Iwhatever. This despatch cannot affect
the question at all, and members arejust
indulging in a little sentimental clalptrap
to call the attention of the public to the
fact that they are earnest in their
encdeavour to assert the righlts of the
people, which the people do not want.
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One lion, member had the audacity-I
think it was the member for North Fre-
mantle-to draw in the question of Collie
coal ; and he insinuated, ats usual, that 1,
with other members of the House, had
an interest in Collie coal. I wish I had
never seen Collie coal, because it has
not been a payable interest, and I fear
never will be. If the hon. miember wishes
to accuse rue of any desire to introduce
Asiatics into Western Australia to work
the Collie Coalfields, hie is mistaken. He
may cast his insinuations as hie likes, but
they prove nothing. He can take my
past career in Western Australia and
examine it year by year aind day by day,
and if he point the finger of scorn at my
actions on anything, let himi do so. If he
thinks T am of opinion that Asiatics
should be introduced- [MEMBER: Six
bob a day]-if he can find anything in
mn'y actions in the lpast that will warrant
himl in insinuating that I would open the
gates of Western Australia to Asiatics,
then I am content to sit down reproved
but the hion. member cannot do it.
[Interjection by Mr. HOLMAN.] The
lion. member knows that hie is speaking
ain untruth when he casts six shillings a
day ait ine. [MR. HOLMAN: You did say
so.] The hon. member is accusing me
of a misstatement.

MR. SPEAKER: The bon. member
must not do that.

MR. HOLMAN: I accept the statement,
Mr. Speaker, but I do it with very bad
grace.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. mnember
must accept the denial.

MR. HOLMuAN: I accept it lupcon-
ditionally, because I have to do so.

MR. T. H. BATE: The Minister for
Works himself accuses the member of
Murchison of saying ain untruth.

Mui. SPEAKER: Tie hon. member
must not do that.

TUE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
said the lion, member was not speaking
the tnuth when he charged me Bvith
having made a statement as to six shil-
bings a day. I deny it. If it is against
the rules of the House I withdraw the
statement I made; but I wish to say at
once the statement he accused me of is
not true, and I have never made the state-
Blent he aiccused ic of.- It is a strange
tiling that I cannot get up to speak
without members bursting open their

vials of wrath and making these false
accusations against me. I have asked
them hundreds of timues to bring proof,
but they cannot do it. We seem
to have got altoget her off the track.
Every member who has spoken has
discussed the Asiatic question, quite
apart from the subject of the motion.
The only T uestion we have to consider is
whether confidential despatches should
be placed on the table, to he perused b 'Y
lion. ienibiws, and to be made ])iblic.
it is well known, and the member for
Kanownla (Mr. Walker) knows, that
Ministers of the Crown have much corre-
slpondcnce and many' despatches which
they' cannot make public, It is not in
the interests of the people or of the State
that such communications should be
made public until the time is ripe. And
surely this House will accept the assur-
ance of the Premier, who says that when
the time is ripe, and before any action is
taken, he will takle the House into his
confidence. Any member with any sense
of decency will accept that, assurance.
If members do not accept it, I say they
are not true. to their oath of allegiance to
the Crown. [LAuoUR MEMBER: That
is too bad.] That is my opinion; and I
am confident it is the opinion of the
majority of lion, members. They at any
rate have confidence in the Ministers of
the Crown; and I will say farther that it
is the opinion of the mass of the people
in Western Australia, and they will
endorse our action.

MR. J. EWING (Collie) : It was not
my intention to speak during this debate,
being perhaps at somewhat new member;
but I must take this occasion, onl which
I cannot congratulate those gentlemen in
Opposition, nor the House so far as I
have seen it while here to-dav. I think
the tone of the House is certainly not so
high ats the tone of the House to which 1.
used to belong. It seems to me that we
are not prepared to discuss this question
onl its merits; and members on the other
side of the House are too prone to
play to the gallery. One would think
that instead of *this being the first
session of Parliament it was the third
session, and that we were about to
appear before our masters, the people.
If that were so, we might expect this
great talk about a white Australia, and
protestations that members were prepared
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to guard the interests of the people,
especially the workers. I take strong
exception to any member's saying that he
is more especially sent here than any
other mnember to gruard the interests of
the people. I sit behind a. Government
in which, though not a Labour Govern-
menit, I have every confidence. That is
my reason for having hitherto remained
silent to-naight. I believe the action
Ministers have taken is the righit and
proper action. It seems to me that the
Governor is in. receipt of at despatch fromn
the home Governmient, communicated in
due course to the Premier; and I
suppose his colleagues are aware of the
contents of that despatch. [LABOUR
MEMBER. And the Press.] It seems to
have leak-ed out somehow or other, or
some portions of the despatch have
leaked out; but the Preinier has told uIS
that what has not leaked out is very
imnportant, so important that at this
juncture he does not feel prepared to
submit it to the House. He has assured
the House that everything in the despatelh
will be placed clearly before members ere
any attempt is made to alter legislation
in this State. With that assurance I
amn perfectly satisfied ; and I believe the
Premier is only acting in the best interests
of the State in asking the member who
has moved the motion to withdraw it.
In view of the Premier's promise, I think
the least the mover can do is to withdraw
the motion. Bus, I farther take exception
to the statement of the rnunber for North
Fremantle (Mr. Blton), that it is the
desire of any man in this State to intro-
duce Japanese and Chinese either as
agricultural labourers or as workers in
our mines. Though I am here repre-
senting what is perhaps known as a
Labour constituency, I would remind
the hon. member that in the last Parlia-
menit it was represented by a Labour
man; and that representative did not
retain the confidence of those people,
who have shown, by returning me as
their member, that they have sie con-
fidence in the G3overnmnent I am support-
ing. Because, when before the electors,
I made no mistake; I made no promises;
I did not pledge myself to do anything
for the workers, but only to do what I
thought to be my duty to the State; and
that I arm prepared to do. It seems to
me that the constituency I represent, in

common with many other constituencies,
has seen fit during the last general erec-
tion to return a member prepared to give
loyal Support to the present Government,
so long as they do what is right in the
interest of the State. I am uot a silent
member. Later on I mnay be somewhat
more troublesome than I hare been
hitherto. But I desire to expedite the
business of the House, if it is possible to
'Jo so: and if each member is to speak
for half an hour, however pleasing it may
be to listen to Such as9 the member for
Ranowna, however we may enjoy his
remarks

MR. Thoy: You were outside when lie
spoke.

MnE. EWING: I wats not--if we have
made up our minds that the session
must end by Christmas, allU members
canrnot occupy the time of the House on
every conceivable occasion. I simply
rise because it has been remarked that

IGovernment supporters are sitting here
as dummies, not prepared to exercise
their common sense or to say exactly
what they think. The moment I lose
coinfidence in the present Government,
no one will be m1ore ready than .[ to
express my views. But I 'have at the
present time the greatest confidence that
they will guide successfully the destinies
of this State for many years to come;
and I believe that their return with such
a strong majority atL the last elec(tions
will result in much good to Western
Australia. I give my cordial support to
the Premier and the Government for
doing what I conceive to be their duty;-
and I believe that when the despatches
in question are placed before us, should
occasion arise for their being tabled, we
shal][ see a justification of the attitude
assumed by the Premier.

Mu. T. H. BATE (Brown Hill) : I am
gld to hear from the Minister for Works
(H~on. Fran], Wilson) that the members
on the Government cross-beaiches have

Iplaced their consciences in his safe keep-
ing. There was a, time in former Parlia-
menits of this State when, for instance,
the member for West Perth (Mr. Illing-
worth) was one of the foremost among
the watchdogs of the people's privileges
and the people's rightsi of self-govern-
ment; but to-night we have not heard
the hon. member defending those pri-
vileges in the vigorous style he adopted
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in times gone by. The position to-nighit
is that we have acommunication from the
home authorities in reference to the
restriction of the employment of aliens
under our Factories Act. The Premier
states that the communication is confi-
dential; but the communication, or what
purports to be a risumd6 of that commluni-
cation, has appeared in the Press. It hats
been stated in the public Press that a
peremptory message camne f romt the homne
authorities to the authorities here, with
an intimation that an amendment must be
made in the Factories Act to repeal the
sections restricting the employment of
aliens in our factories.

THE: PREMIER: You might add, that
has been denied.

AIn. BATH: 1 have not read any
denial of the truth of that statement. It
is just that which I wish to complain of.
While the Premier states that the de-
spatch is confidential, and that its present
publication is not desirable, I say it is
infinitely more desirable that the public
of this State, who perhaps are interested
in the retention of the Factories Act on
the statute-book, should be acquainted
with the real purport of the message,
rather than that at garbled account
of it should be given by the Press,
and that an account which is stated
to be garbled should be allowed to
continue unchallenged. The Premier,
while not expressly chiaracterising this
motion as of an inquisitive nature, has
said that members are too prone, out of
pure inquisitiveness, to call for papers.
I say every motion for papers has to run
the gauntlet of this House, to receive the
support of the majority; and when the
Premier accuses of inquisitiveness one
member who calls for papers, lie accuses
of inquisitiveness the members of this
House. I say that on every or almost
every occasion, except where Ministers
themselves have expressed their willing-
ness to table the papers, we have always
had in the speech of the mover reasons
for calling for the papers. So it comes
ill from the Premier, aud is a. reflection
on all members, when he states that
simple inquisitiveness has prompted this
motion. In regard to this question we
know, and I believe the Government sup-
porters, however silent they may be, wiUl
agree with me, that it was b 'y the wish of
a majority of the people oif this State

that the Factories Act was placed on the
'statute-book. 3%tnnbers on the Govern-
ment side supported the Factories Bill
when it was introduced ; the Premier
Was at member of the Cabinet that intro-
duced the Bill; and therefore I say that
if we have reason to believe that a nies-
sage has been received from the home
authorities aiming at the destruction of
somne of the privileges nder the measure,
or at somne of its sections, then it is the
duty of the House to decide one of twvo
things : whether the Premier and his
colleagues are responsible to members of
this House, or whetheMt Ministers shall be
allowed to assume a dictatorial attitude
and adopt a policy of suppression. This
it not at matter which concerns merely the

I members in Opposition ; it is not at party
niatter, but concerns the undoubted rights
of members of this House, irrespective
of the side on which they sit. If it is pos-
sible for messages of a confidential nature
to be sent, and if the secrecy of Cabinet

Ior of the Executive Council demands
that such messages shall be confidential,
and if such messages tend to sap the
very root of our institutions of self-
government, then there is something
wrong in the system which permits of
them, and urgent necessity for an altera-
tion by which the Legislature of this
State can be acquainted with cornmuni-
cations which threaten the institutions of
self -government. That is the point which
I wish to eruphasise ; and I wish to draw
the Premier's attention to the fact that
the tragic attitude which hie hats adopted
to-day is not a dignified attitude. It was
almost tantamount to saying that he was
responsible to himself only, and not as
the Leader of the House responsible to the
members of the House, and therefore
responsible to the people of the State.
Some members have said we have no
reason to be alarmed;i that we had better
wait until the situation becomes serious.
I say that infinitely more good can be
done by setting at rest any doubt in the
minds of the people, by making lion.
members acquainted with the reatl pur-
port of the message. I say it is infinitely
better to disprove what may be erroneous
assertions in the Press, if the message
received by the authorities in this State
is not of the nature foreshadowed in the
Press. I say, it is mnore in the interests
of lion. members that the nature of that
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despatch shall be made public, than that
it shall be any longer kept confidential or
kept from memibers' knowledge.

Mn. A. 3. WILSON (Forrest): For
the especial edification of the member for
East Fretnant le. I have risen to tell him
what all this debate has been about.
The only thing I deeply deplore is the
absence f rom his place of the bon.
member for South Fremantle. The
member for South Fremnantle is a gentle-
man who took, a very close and very keen
interest in the passage of the Factories
Act, which is, I think. the question
involved in the despatch, and which the
motion of the hon. mnembe-r for Tilgarn*
refers to. We have, of course, to 'rome
to our conclusions and to mnake our
deduictions fromn the information supplied
and the suggestions thrown out hy the
genitlem'en sittjnrg on the Government
side. It has not been denied that the
deSpAtehes have passed, and that these
despatchies deal with the amendment of
the Factories Act. The inference is
certainly justifiable that these despatehes
have some bearing on that Act; and no
mnember of the House, after hearing the
Premier speak on the matter, can come
to any other conclusion. We have been
accused by somec persons of being too
previous in regard to the mnatter. There
arc two evils of which we may he guilty:
one the evil of being too previous, and
the other of being too late; and of these
two evils members have to accept the
lesser. It is infinitely preferable to be
too previons in a matter of this kind
than to be too late.. One thing I deplore
in this connection. The hion. gentlemen
sitting on the Government side halve
endeavoured to drag a red-herring across
the trail. Theiy have endeavou red to
make the deduction that we had an
anxieuty onl this side of the House to deal
with matters that were not within
the province or prerogative of this
House; that we sought to exercise
functions that belonged to another
branch in the Legislature of the Coin-
monwealth of Australia. But the posi-
tion is unquestionable, and has unques-
tionably been brought about to-day in
regard to these despatches by the opera-
lions of the Factories Act in this State
and in consequence of certain cases that
were cited to be taken before the Supreme
Court of the State in connection with

that particular Act. The information
has already been made public, and certain
negotiations have taken place between
interested parties with regard to the
operations of the Act, and the people
against whom the Act operates. In my
opinion and in the opinion of members
of the House, the people in the country
are against aliens being engaged in many
industries in this State. Everybody
knows that the whole thing has arisen
in connection with certain prosecutions
occasioned: I understand, by the actions
Of the late Minister for Labour and
Htailwnys, in connection with his refusal
to register certain aliens as a registered.
factory or wrorkshop, owned by certain
-aliens. The whole thing has arisen out
of this, and it is a matter upon which we,
with all due respect, are to be authorities;
in which we have an especial interest,
and in which I1 think nobody hut our-
selves has anyv real or especial regard in
connlection With it. I want to say here,
this is a, most important mnatter, and
certainly the Leader of the House has no
right to take unto himself the prorogal-
tire of saying, if a majority of the
House think these despatches should be
miade public or placed at the disposal of
mnembers, or the perusal of the members
of the House, that hie d6cs not think so,
and that therefore the des patches have
no right to be seen. I know that the
mnerber for East Fremantle is one of
those who is aiding: ] was going to sa~y
an innumerable, host wvho are respon-
sible to enable the member for Guild-
ford to adopt the high-handed atti-
tude in regard. to this matter. I
know members are anxious to get
along with the business of the
country. That is the reason why they
wish to close the shop by' Christmas time.
I know, as far as I am personally' con-
cerned, there are hon, members on the
Government side who will get on with the
business, and we will give them ample
opportunity during JTanuary, February,
,and March, or even April. What is
wanted is not so much to get on with the
business of the country, but what is
desired by a number of members is to
hang up, the prerogative of Parliament,
and set themselves free to set aside the
shackles of Parliament in order that the
Government may administer the affairs
of the country w ithout having to put up
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with the inconvenience or annoyance of
inquisitive members of Parliament wish-
ing to know about the affairs of the
country. I ami sorry indeed to see such
stalwart champions of the white Australia
policy as the member for South Freinantle
allowing himself on such an occasion as
this to remain practically silent, and
refusing to re-eho those sentiments for
which he has so long, been famous, and
in which lie finds himself, or I find myself,
in perfect harnmony with him. In con-
nection with this question, one has
only to hear in mind that the imiportance
of the matter is largely occasioned by thme
position in which many white workers in
Western Australia find themselves at the
present time. Whether it is because of
the existence of this despatch, whether it
is because of the position of certain
knowledge comm unicated in this despatch
to the Governor, there is at the present
time in the administration of the Factories
Act a looseness and a lack of energy in
the administration of that particular
measure which is responsible for a

Maj ority of the white workers engaged in
thle furniture trade in the metropolitan
are a being thrown out of work. Any-
body knows who has an opportunity of
mating investigations in this depart-
nment of industry that the number of
aliens in the furniture trade is daily and
constantly increasing. This is going on
to the serious detriment of the workers
who have spent years in learning a trade
and subsequent years in ekeing out an
existence in that trade. Now they find
themselves out of eimployment and with-
out an opportunity of continuing an
employment which they have followed for
years. They are placed at the serious
disadvantage of making at f resh start in
life, or following some occupation which
is entirely unsuited to them and which
causes the expenditure of a great deal of
time and money. In a matter of this
kind there can be no question from the
tone of the discussion about the silence on
the white Australia policy in support of
the Government to-night. There can he
no question fromi the tone of the speeches
and the eloquent tone of the silence main-
tained by some members, that the majority
behind the niember for Guildford will
enable him to carry out his purpose in
making the people of the State simply
have to stand down and quietly grin and

bear the circumstances, waiting the time
wheni the Premier thinks it convenient to
place before the public what cominunica-
tions he has been pleased to receive from
the Imperial authorities in regard to the
matter. I hope that something may
subsequently transpire to convince the
Premier that the right timie is as early as
possibly' can be; because there is no
question about it, the public are fually
seized of the matter, and any farther
suspense is going to make the position
much worse as far as a considerable por-
tin, of the comunity is concerned- I
think that the request preferred by mem-
bers on the Opposition side, although it
has been insinuated byv some menmbers
that it savours very much of pvc-election
campaigni, the probabilities are, if it were
so, it would be at very much more pie-
Vions affair than the suggestions that
have been niade, and that we should
get the despatches placed at thme dis-
posal of members of this Chamber.
What we want to know is the position,
so that the country will understand
w~here they stand in the . mnatter and
whether the Government intend 'to do
anything. If the Preieir had done any-
thing else he should have told us dis-
tinctly whether or not the Government
intendI to interfere with the existing
factory legislation ats far- as Asiatic
labour is concerned. l know, in the
important speech made by the Minister
for Works at Busselton a short time ago,
lie stated it was the intention of the
Government to put through some con-
solidating measures, and that in putting
through these consolidating measures
they were going to exercise a wise dis-
crminnation as to certain clauses, and
remedy somne of the drastic effects of the
legislation which the Labour party put
on the statute-book of the State. The
House is entitled and the country is
entitled to know from the Government
what they intend to do with this im-
portant matter, the Factories Act, as far
as Asiatics are concerned.

Ma. P. J. LYNCH (Leonora) :I wish
only to draw the attention of the Assembly
to a conple of points, which after all may
be regarded as a reasonable proposal if
looked at from the point of view of the
reasoning of the Premier himself. First
of all we ean understand how constitu-
tional despatches are received and rq-
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spected, and we cani understand the
situation with regard to confidential
despatches when they should be so
treated on account of their character,
when the welfare of the people of the
State is bound up with the preservation
of the secrets of any constitutional des-
patch. Under these circustances, it.
would not be a wise act on the part of
any one section of the House to insist on
the disclosing of the contents of such
despatches. In this case we aind the
despmatch tinder consideration, ats has
been referred to lby the Premier himself,
is one that he is willing to place on the
table at a later date; and consequently
in view of his agreement on that point
the arguments put forward by his coi-
leagues fall to the ground, so to speak.
The Minister for Works urged very
forcibly that this despatch should he
witheld on account of its confidential
nature; and on the other hand, side by
side with this protest of the Minister for
Works, we have the assurance of the
Premier himself that the nature and
contents of this despatch will be made
known at a later date. In other words,
the only difference between the request
made on behalf of, I am sorry to say, a
small section of the House, and the hon.
member who is in a position to accede to
this, is a question of time. Having
reduced this question to a matter of time,
I ask wherein comes the presumption,
wherein conries the impolitic character or
nature of the request, seeing that it is
only a question of time that divides the
making of the requeston one side and con-
ceding to it as mentioned by' the Premier?
That, I think, dispenses entirely with
anything of an impolitic nature that
May Characterise the request as outlined
in the motion hy the member for Yilgarn.
I feel sure that as this motion involves
very significant issues, it is only reason-
able and justifiable on the part. of the
Premier to take the House into his con-
fidence, especiafly when we recall that the
despatch involves an interference on
behalf of the Imperial Parliament-if
we are right in putting the popular con-
struction on it-with the making of our
own laws within the borders of this
State. It is within the four corners of
the Constitution which Her late Majesty
was pleased to confer upon the Parlia-
ment of this country to make laws for the

peace, order, and good government of this
State, with a few special reservations on
miatters relatingr to the levying of import
duties on certain articles that may be
moaufactured in other countries and sent
here, or vice versa. It was only necessary
to make those special reservations regard-
ing those special subjects alone. On a
question of this kind, where a law
has -bee-n enacted dealing with in-
ternal affairs of this State, it seems
nothing short of repudiation of the
contract entered into. I sayv again.
I a111 going on the popular assumption
that there is something suspicious in this
despatch. If the Premier would say
that there was nothing of a mandatory
character hie would ease the position, if
in the first instance he is justified in doing
so. Long before our party, such as now
finds a1 place not only in this State but in
other self -governing States in Australia,
long before the Labour party came into
existence, men holding precisely the same
position and status as the Premier found
it necessary to protest--and their protest
is on record-against the ndue inter-
ference by the home authorities on
subjects when they had much greater
warrant to interfere than exists on the
present occasion. I remember- Sir Thomas
Mcallwraith, who was a man of backbone,

when it became necessary to protest
against foisting at governor on the Colony
of Queensland, protesting against the
conduct of Downing Street with such
effect that the Governor was recalled,
and from that day to this was never
foisted on that self-governing Colony.
Again, we have Sir Henry Parkes, who
interfered with regard to the landing of
Chinamen in New South Wales, when he
camne into confliet with the Downing
Street authorities. Although he is dead
now, peace to his ashes. He acted with
considerable credit to himself and his
sense (if keeping intact the prerogative
of a self-governing Colony. The China-
men never landed. In this instance, we
have, if I am right again in putting a
construction upon this despatch, an inter-
ference by the authorities in relation to
the contract conferred upon this country.
Famthermore, perhaps the most vital
aspect of it is seeking to interfere with
the making of laws relating to the
internal affairs of this State and with
the power which is clearly and succinctly
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set forth in the Constitution. I say that
seeing the difference is so slight between
what is requested by members on this
beuch and what has been already guar-
anteed by the Premier himself, and that
it is only a question of time, there is in
that circumstance alone ample warrant
and justification for making the con-
tents of this suspicious document as
well and widely known to the people
of Western Australia as possible. I
do not know that it is very necessary to
labour this subject, because the Premier
has evidently discerned a degree of j ustice
in the request, having guaranteed to
place before the people of this State as
well as its representatives the nature and
contents of this confidential despatchi; so
it is not necessary on my part to reflect
on the reniarks of his coleagues, who
considered the mere fact of a request of
that kind coming from this side of the
House was evidence that it was of
sufficient insignificance not to be treated
properly. Bear in mind the marked
difference between the Premier, who did
recognise some degree oif justifiation for
our request, and his supporters, thle
wooden majority behind him, so to speak,
who were willing to get up at any
moment, first ignoring the position taken
up by the Premier, and secondly casting
as far as they could in their feeble
way-

THE PREMIER: I qualified that by
saying, if any action was uecessarv.

MR. LYNCH: The hon. member said
it would be made known prior to an
interference with the Factories Act. I
say the very fact of that assurance being
given by the Premier himself strips to
the bone any aspect of offensiveness or
want of justification on our part in
making this request for the papers. The
matter is one which affects every resident
of this self-governing State. If the
Premier standing in his place will assure
us that there is nothing of a mandatory
character in the despatch which has been
received, I for my part will be satisfied.

THE PREMIER: I have already given
that assurance.

M Em En : When ? To the newspaper ?
THE PREMIER: No; this afternoon.
Mn. LYNCH: I feel certain that if an

assurance of this kind be given, that
there is nothing of a mandatory, com-
manding, or peremptory nature within

the four corners of that despatch, the
reasonable section of the House will be
perfectly contented to have that document
kept in the secret cellars of the Treasury,
or wherever it is kept. I can only say, in
conclusion, that it is a fair proposal; so
much so, in fact, that the Premier has
acknoiiledged it himself in a&degree. By
taking the people of the State of Western
Australia into his confidence, the Premier
will be acting in precisely the same way
as other statesmen have acted who have
gone before and who are revered by the
people of the States to which they
belonged.

THE PREMIER: Did they not choose
their own time ?

MR. LYNCH: I was in the country
then, and I would remind my friend that
they did not have an opportunity of
choosing tbeir own time. The time was
forced upon them, and so much alive were
they to the responsibility of the Position
and to the careful safeguarding of the
prerogativeof the Legislature to wh ich they
belonged, that they instantly took action
without referring the case to Parliament;
with the result that, so far as I am
aware, their action was overwhelmingly
endorsed by the representatives of the
people in the various Parliaments con-
cernled. I wish, in conclusion, to urge the
Premier to diminish the gap which
divides the two parties in this House, or,
failing that, to give an assurance that
there is nothing mandatory, nothing
peremptory, nothing in the nature of an
attempt on the part of the Inmperial
authorities either to revoke or repudiate
the compact entered into when Respon-
sible Government was conferred on this
colony.

THE PREMIER: How many times do
you want the assurance repeatedi

MR. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle):; I do not wish to take up the
Lime of the House; but within the last
few minutes I have been politely referred

Ito as one of the wooden-headed majority.
I have come on the scene with my wooden
head, and will say that it appears to Tue
that wehv been treated to-day, to a
succession of storms in tea-cups. There
was one about the investigation into
electoral matters in South Fremiantle,
which inquiry, so far as I know, is simply
hearsay. I know nothing of such inves-
tigations. Now we have another stormn
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iii a tea-cup. I have been referred to in
this debate as a consistent supporter of
a white Australia ; the inference being
that I am frightened to speak to-night
because I am muzzled by my leader. I
believe this is a storm in a tea-cup. I do
not believe that any objectionable de-
spatch has been received ; because I have
sufficient confidence in 'the leader of the
House to feel sure that be would resent
it as soon as any other member. But, to
put myself right. I will say that as soon
as any attack is made on the white Aus-
tralia. policy b y the home Government, or
any' other Government, I will be standing
in front and fighting against it.

Mu, Xc. F. TROY (Mount Magnet): 1
wish to say a, few words before the
discussion closes. The Opposition are
absolutely justified in the stand they are
taking to-night. To my mind this is not
a storm in a tea-cup. The despatch in
question relates to a measure which
vitally affects a great majority of the
people in this State; and the Premier, in
withholding the required information, is
flouting the wishes of the majority of the
people. We have on the Ministerial side
of the House a majority of members
fresh fruin their uoiisttuents. On the
hustings many of that majority advocated
fully a white Australia policy. Farther,
the other dax-, on the Address, we had a
long diatribe on the white Australia
ideal from the member for Coolgardie
(Mr. Eddy). Yet to-n ight, on this most
important subject, he does not think it
worth his while to speak for a few
minutes. Here is a member fresh from
his electors, one who only a few days
ago advocated a white Australia policy,
and to-night is supporting a Ministry
which denies to the Opposition in this
House and to the people of this country
the right to see a certain document. I
hold that the Premier and leader of this
House is treating members as if, instead
of representatives of the people, we were
a lot of school children. lie has become
so inflated by his success at the polis
that he thinks lie can override the will of
the House. And the Opposition, I feel
sure, are justified in doing their utmost
to bring him to his senses. Then we
have the Minister for Works (Mr. Frank
Wilson) rebuking with some warmth
the member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Bop]ttn), because that member dared to
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criticise the actions and the public
utterances of the Minister. If that
Minister desires a recapitulation of the
history of his past political career, I shall
onaly refer him to the Premier and the
Minister for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory).
Only a little while ago those gentle-
mnen pronounced his politica] career as
detrimental to the people of Western
Australia.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
had better keep to the subject before the
House.

MR. TROY: I hold that the people of
this State are surely justified in learning
fromn the Premier what that despatch
really contains. The Press know all
about it. During the last elections the
Premier, very possibly, gave that in-'
formation to the Press.

THE PREMIER: I must ask the hon.
member to withdraw that most unworthy
insinuation.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must withdraw.

Mn. TROY: 1 shall have pleasure in
withdrawing the statement; and I am
glad. anyhow that we have had one
assurance to-night from the Premier-
the only assurance -that he did not give
that infornmation to the Press.

THE PREMIER:- You have too much
assurance.

MR. TROY: Anyhow, there is such a
thing as making too many professions:
possibly the Premier has made too many
to-nighit. However, a little while ago
mnembers on the Government side spent
a considerable time in discussing and
passing in this Chamber a Factories Act.
The Act provides certain rules for the
registration of factories wherein Asiatics
are employed, and of factories controlled
by Asiatics. To-night we have the
spectacle of a majority of those members,
notwithstanding the work they did a few
years ago, supporting a Premier who
treats the House iii this cavalier fashion.
1 wish to say, the Opposition will be
justified in putting this vote to the test,
and proving to the country whether the
professions those members made at the
last election were sincere, and whether
their present advocacy of a policy is in
accord with what they advocated on the
h ustiugs.

MR. W. T. EDDY (Coolgardie) : Cer-
tain hion. members have evidently been
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"sooling " tue on so as to get mec on my
feet, and I refer particularly to the last
speaker. I wish to state that if the
Factories Act, or any of its sections that
may affect the interest of the worker or
the principle of a white Australia, be
endangered, that Act or those sections
will not suffer from the members sitting
on the Government side. The member
for Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wilson) Spoke of
an eloquent silence observable on this
side. But 1 take it that at this particular
stage, perhaps silence is golden. There
is always a danger in meeting trouble
half way; and it seems to me that
to-night there has been an inclination oil
the part of the Opposition to look for a
" scrap " or a fight. We have the assur-
ance of the Premier that the required
information will be given before any
action is taken. Surely we can take the
Prenjier's word; for it would be most
dangerous for a man in his position to
keep back any information that might
endanger the interests of the peole of
the State. I think it is in the best inter-
ests of the country that this motion
should he settled 4 this point without
fairther discussion.

MR. HORAN (in reply as mover):; I
have to express my acknowledgment to
many members and also to you, .%fr.
Speaker, for having allowed that
divergence and expression of opinion
which has been traversed during this
last hour or, so with regard to the subject
under discussion. Before you are called
upon to submit the question, I feel that
I am bound to reply to one or two
questions that have been raised by
different speakers. The member for
Claremont stated that the Imperial
Parliament could not annul an Act of
this Parliament without this Legislature
agreeing to it. I contradicted the hon.
member at the time, and now desire to
read] from an authority, Judge Inglesdom,
proving the correctness of my statement.
It is as follows;
POWER OF THE CROWN To DISALLOW Airs-

]'RALYAN ]LEGISLATION.
By the several Acts of the Imperial

Parliament here provided from time to time
for the erection of local legislatures in the
several Australian colonies, power is reserved
with the Crown to disallow at any time
within two years thereafter any Bill which
has been passed by the local legislature and
has received the Governor's assent.

Possibly the member for Claremont was
thinking and arguing from a legal point
that when the Governor assented to the
Act it was sufficient. I am not question-
ing the right or wisdomi of the Governor
to assent to it; and I have not been
discussing the Act at all. Presumably
the member for Claremont thought
that the Governor, being representa-
tive of the Crown and vice regent, could
do no wrong, and that ipso facto the Act
having been assented to, it necessarily
became law and could not be questioned.
The member for Claremont is a lawyer,
and sometimes it feels painful to me as a
layman to question the opinion of a
barrister of the Supreme Court of this
State. Nevertheless we have a free
Parliament and I suppose at free voice,
and are not debarred from expressing the
opinions we hold. The people will judge
according to the respective weight of the
opinions we put forth. There is another
thing I draw attention to. During the
course of my preliminary speech I did
not deal with the Factories Act itself. I
was not in Parliament when it was
passed. If I had been I would have
taken such a course as would in all
probability have prevented certain sec-
tions being in the Act. I am talking of
a higher constitutional question which
nobody has yet, touched, the right of the
Imperial Parliament to dictate to this
Parliament what we should do. The
Leader of the Opposition the other night
accused the Premier's movements in con-
nection with the elections as being some-
what "slim"; and I am somewhat
surprised that the Premier was not aware
of the fact that, even if the Governor
had made a mistake in assenting to this
Act, should the question crop up the Act
might be annulled within two years.
The Act, according to the records, was
passed on the 16th January, 1904; and
the Governor's Speech does not convey
any intimation that there is going to be
any amendment to the Factories Act this
Session. In all probability, therefore,
the two years provided by the Imperial
Act during which the Imperial Par-
liament will have the right to interfere
with this piece of legislation will expire.
Should we not have an assurance from
the Premier himself on this matter?
We observed last night with some
degree of uncertainty and suspicion the
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Premier's attitude towards the member I
for Claremont who was introducing a,
Bill regyarding, the Wines, Beer, and
Spirit Act. The Premier seemed to
take advantage of the authority lie had
as Premier to utilise it in defiance of the
rules of this House. Therefore I am
justified in bringing this matter forward
now to learn fr om the Premier, whom I
should expect to be in his place, what is
to be done; whether during the cuarrency
of the present Act it will not be adminis-
tered as laid down by the legislation of
this State. I want that legislation to be
administered while it is an Act; and
when it ceases to be an Act, to be ad-
miaistered in its amended form and not
otherwise, I am reminded 1w some hon,
membher of an occasion almost a quarter
of a century ago:) I th ink the member for
Kanowna was also a listener on the
occasion. The time arose in New South
Wales when one of the most dis-
tinguished statesmen that ever Occu-
pied a place in the Parliamnents of Aus-
tralia, Sir Henry Parkes, introduced
ain Ac:t--and went in absolute defiance of
the British Government. I think I can
remember his words. He said-

Not for Hfer Majesty's ships of war, nor for
Her Majesty's representatives on the spot,
shall the Government of this State turn aside
frow its purpose to exclude the Chinese from
these shores for ever.

I. think in these circumstances that we
might anyhow consider the fact that the
Legislature of this State can exercise
similar power. [THE INISTEB FOR
LANDS: Learn to shoot.] I do not care
for that proposition, but the member for
Sussex mentioned that my proposition
was unconstitutional. Of course, it is
very easy for anyone to say that these
things are unconstitutional, but the hon,
member never for one moment brought
forward a reason why it was unconstitu-
tional, in the slightest degree. He
proceeded to discnss mere details of the
Asiatic movement, with which I, in
common with most members here, abso-
lutely agree. I think that, in closing
this debate in order to enable hon. mem-
bers to catch their trains, I may
mention that stilt I believe-and I am
only assuming now, which I did not pre-
sume to do before-that this despatch
under discussion made some demand on I
the Parliament of this country to alter

its legislation to suit some treaties and
conditions that prevail between the
United Kingdom and some places in the
East. We are well aware of the fact that
when thle Factories Act was passed in
1904, we were not informned, nor was
thle ParIliament of England made aware,
of the fact that a treaty had been
entered into by Lord Salisbury and
Mr. Chamberlain with some nation
in the East, the Japanese to wit.
Were theyv made awarro oC th is factP No;
they were not. And are we to be held
subservient to subsequent treaties entered
into by the Imperial Government? I
submit the motion I propose is a very
modest one. It is not an alarming one.
No harm can result from it. I shall raise
my voice in accordance -with the powers
given to me by the Acts of this State and
under the Imperial Parliament, and I
defy the Premier, even with the niajority
he possesses, to carry an amendment to
the Factories Act before the 16th Jan-
uaary' , when the power of the Imperial
Parliament will cease. But let the
Premier take what act-ion he deems
necessary.

Question put, and a division taken
wi th the follow ing result-

Ayes
Noes ... .. ... 25

Majority against ..

AYE&.
Mr. ]Bath
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Collier
Mr. Paglish
Mr. fleitmatn
Mr. Jiolmn~n
Mr. ElOrn
51r. IWell
31r. Lynch
Sir. Scaddan
31r: Stone
Sir. Taylor
Mtr. Walker
Mr. ware
N11r. A. J. Wilson
Mr. Troy (Teller).

Question thus nega

9
Nets.

Mr. Barnett
Mr. Brebber
Mr. Carson
Mr. Cowoher
Sir. flranond
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Ewing
Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Gregory
Mir. Gull
Mr. Elardwick
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Hicks
Mr. Holmes
Mr. fllingwortii
Mr. McLarty
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
M r. N- J. Moore
Mr. Price
Mr. Huson
Mr. Smith
Mr. Veryard
Mr. Frank WVilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller).

tived.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at twenty-two

minutes to 11 o'clock, until the next
afternoon.
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