Address-in-Reply.

they did borrow some money ; and as far
as I can remember from reading history,
they forgot to repay it. At any rate,
in some of the Southern States they did
borrow mouey.
And repaid it with greenbacks.] Every
year America sends to England from
eighty to a hundred millions sterling
more than is sent from England. In
other words, America pays eighty to a
hundred tnillions a year in interest on
money borrowed from the old country.
A large proportion of the development of
the United States of America has been car-
ried out by means of capital obtained from
Great Britain. All the American stocks
are stocks held in the old country. Ttall
comes to the same thing, whether we
borrow through the bank or through the
State. 1 quite agree with the statement

“that close attention to administration is-

of greater importance at present than
adding to the statute-book;” and I
believe that the Government will carry
out their promise in that direction.
With reference to the state of the rollsat
the recent elections, there is no doubt
that an alteration is needed in the Elee-
toral Act; and I think the chief alteration
should be, as suggested by Mr., Drew,
the abolition of postal voting. There is
bound to be a great deal of nonsense
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were men in prominent positions and who
would have voted for the Government
gsupporters. Every wan and wowan
entitled to vole should see that their
names are on the rolls so that they may

~ vote as citizens on the affairs of the

talked about the number of people struck

off the roll--about 40,000, it is said. As
a matter of fact, at the previous election

there were apparently about three-fourths

of the population on the rolls, which was
perfectly absurd. I know one election
where, if the people had been counted,
the number on the roll would have been
more than the total population. The
number on the roll in that electorate was
reduced by a thousand, and 1 think it
can still be reduced by several hundreds.
If one looks at the population of the
State and at the present number on the
rolls, there is ne doubt that though a
good many were left off, there are still
many names that have no right to be
there. If any citizen of the State does

not take sufficient interest in the affairs -

of the State to see that his name is put
on the rolls according to his qualification,
he has no business to be assisted in
getting his name ou the roll. At the
last elections I knew several people
whose names were not on the roll but
who were entitled to have votes. They

State.
On motion by Howx. R. D. McKryzig,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 943 o'clock,
until the next day.
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QUESTION—MINING INSPECTIONS.

Me. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Has he at any time during
bis present term of office received infor-
mation bearing out the statement made

" by Mr. Scaddan during last Parliament,

that the inspectors of mines were in the
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habit of giving notice of their intention
to visit & ine?
has the Minister taken to stop this
practice ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES re.

plied: During a recent visit to Kalgoorlie,

the statement was made to me that such
was the case. 1 instructed that a eircular
be sent to the inspectors inquiring
whether there was any truth in the
statement, and if so, their reasons for
giving such notices.

QUESTION—ENGINE-DRIVERS’
CERTIFICATES,.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Is it true that the Board
of Examiners for engine-drivers huve
granted certificates of service to applicants
who have not atiended before the board ?
z, If 8o, how many such certificates have
been granted, and what action does the
Minister intend to take ?

Tz MINISTER KFOR MINES re-
plied: 1, All certificates have been
graunted in accordance with the Machinery
Act, 1904, and the regulitions thereunder
gazetted on 9th June last. 2, Answered
by No. 1.

QUESTION—RINGBARKING, DUDAWA
ESTATE.

Mr. CARSON asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What area of Dudawa Estate
has been ringbarked? 2z, At what cost
per acre? 3, Was the work done by con-
tract or day labour? 4, 1s the result
satisfactory to the State?

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, 2,000 acres. 2, 1,000 acres at
43, and 1,000 acres at 3s., or an average
of 4s. 6d. per acre; this includes cutting
down all scrub and timber under 4 inches
in diameter. . 3, By contract. 4, Yes,

BILL—EIGHT HOURS DAY,
FIRST READING,

Mr. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) moved
for leave to introduce a Bill for « An Act
to provide for a Legal Eight Hours Day.”
He said: During the last Parliament
leave was granted to introduce a precisely
identical Bill, but owing to the unfor-
tunate circumstances which then arose
the Bill could not be gone on with,

Leave granted; Bill introduced and
read a first time.

2, It so, what action .

[ASSEMBLY.]

Horse-racing.

MOTION—HORSE-RACING
PREVALANCE.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE.
Me. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) moved:

That a select committee of this House be
appointed to inquire into tke alleged surfeit
of horse-racing and the effect thereof upon the
community, and to suggest remedias if neces-
sary.

He said: S8inece giving notice of this
motion, I have noticed that the Leader of
the Gtovernment has introduced two Bills
dealing indirectly with the subject of the
inquiry that wmy motion purports to
make; but these two Bills scarcely con.
template covering the ground which I
think it is essential should be covered in
the inquiry suggested by this motion.
Wherever one goes in any portion of the
State—on the goldficlds and in the
coastal districts —one cannot help but
being struck most forcibly with the fuct
that there is a very large amount of com-
mercial depression, which is alleged to be
directly attributable to the fact that
there iz an overplus of racing in the
different centres of population. For
instance, on the goldfields at the annuul
cup meeting —and in fact, whenever there
ig a round of race meetings on the gold-
fields— they generally continue for a
period of six weeks without stopping.
Of course Coolgardie has its day or two
and Boulder its three or four days, aad
Kalgnorlie, not to be ontdone, must have
its three or four days; and then Kanowna,
Menzies, and other places all along the
track must necessarily have their great
racing carnival. One has only to be
remin led of the enormous sumns of money
handled hy the totalisators at these
different meetings to gather some idea of
the great amount of money diverted out
of legitimate business chanuels. I gather
from the Morning Herald of to-day that
at the last W.A. Turf Club annual race-
meeting the amount of money that passed
through the totalisator was no less a
sum than £71,084, while at the other
meetings of the same club dnring the
vear a sum of £15,000 passed through
the 4otalisator. Again, I find that at the
last Kalgoorlie Cup meeting no less than
£76,531 passed through the totalisator ;
and if we add to these the amount that
went throngh the totalisator at Caol.
gardie and Boulder and other centres
during the same round of meetings, the
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sum is then brought considerably over
one or two hundred thousand pounds.
The whole amount for the year has been
computed at no less a sum than £324,133.
{(Mewser: That is going in over and
over again.]
remembering that, & certzin amount of
it is always being diverted into chunnels
other than the pockets of the investing
speculators in this business. Unfortu-
nately we bave also to bear in mind that
in connection with rucing in this State,
us in every State of Australia, there is a
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Quite true; bat, while

large nuwmber of undesirable people who

earn their living at this particular game;
and 1 think it is about time that some
mneans were taken to deal with these
people, who are so utterly undesirable,
and who in many cases provide the
people who subsequently have to be main-
tained in His Majesty’s gaols in different
portions of the State. Also, some means
should be adopted to try and divert this
money into some more satisfactory and
advantageous channel. So fur as the
horse-racing question is concerned, it is
conclusively demonstrated by the com-
mereial and business people of the whole
of the State that it is very undesirable
from a commercial standpeint, and that
it must materially interfere with the
well-being of the community generally to
have such a surfeit of racing as is going
on in some portions of the State at
present. In the metropolitan avea those
of us who have inclinations in the direc-
tion of horse-racing find that we can
have almost invariably two race meetings
every week in the year. There are the
registered races invariably held by the
different clubs on Saturdays; and then
we have the more or less questionable
unregistered meetings which are held at
South Perth; and I Delieve that even
Fremantle boasts the enjoyment of one
of these doubtful and questionable insti-
tutions. T want to say here that the
object of the inguiry is to show exactly
what takes place and to furnish the
House and the country with the actual
position 5o far as the effect of this ulleged
surfeit of horse-racing goes, and its effect
on the business, commercial, and indus-
tria] community of the State, Also,
we want to know, not only its effect,
but some remedies for the purpose
of vvercoming or regulating those evils
which are at present in our midst.
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T do not know that by taxing totulisators
we are going to remedy the evil, I do not
know that even by licensing racecourses
we are going to get over the evil, but in
regard to the matter, first of all we must
have the whole facts placed before us,
and when we have that information then,
and only then, we shall be qualified to
handle, bring forward and deal with
remedial measures that will work out
satisfactorily as far as the regulation of
the evil is concerned, and help to place
the commercial and industrial portion of
the community on a much better footing
and basie than they find themselves at
the present time owing to the overplus of
racing. I hope that the House will fall
i with my desire in the watter and bave
0. commitiee appointed to go into the
whole subject, so that we may have a full
and complete inquiry into the whole
question to find out how we shall be in a
position to deal with the Bills which have
been suggested, and also in a position to
suggest some more far-reaching reforms
than are praposed in the Bills submitted
by the Premier. One of the greatest
evils that will not be reuched, in my
opinion, by the licensing of racecourses is
the evil of what might be called the
antithesis of legitimate sport. There is
no doubt a large amount of legitimacy
on the part of racing clubs, there is no
question about that—those race meetings
that are carried on by responsible people
who cater for the desire of a cerfain
portion of the community. These
meetings are jnfinitely ecreditable to
the people responsible for their con-
duct ; but there is the antithesis of the
legitimate branch of the sport, what may
be termed profit-mongering, or getting
money by proprietary clubs and concerns,
T want to know where we are in regard
to these concerns; I waot to know what
they are making at the expense of the
general community. T say, therefore, in
order to place ourselves in full possession
of all information, an inguiry such as T
have suggested is eminently desirable,
and will redound not only to the credit
of the House, but to the credit and
advantage of the community generally;
therefore I move the motion standing in
my name,

Me. A. A, HORAN (Yilgarn): T

. second the motion.
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Tre PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason):
No one can find fault with the wording of
the motion or the terms in which the hon.
member has movedit. I should welcome,
speaking on behalf of the Government, a
recommendation from any committee that

Japproaches the subject in the spirit out-
lined by the member for Forrest. There
is only one exception which can be taken
to his remarks, and that is bis reference
to some Bills which are now before the
House. I hope that the appointment of
this committee will in no way influence
the manner in which the House will deal
with these two measures. Whatever the
report of the seleet committee may be on
the evils of the surfeit of horse-racing, or
whatever vemedies that committee may
suggest, these will in no way affect either
of the two Bills to which the hon. member
has referred.

Mr. A. J. WiLsow: It may assist you.

Tare PREMIER: Speaking as Trea-
gurer, any delay in dealing with either of
these Bills will effectually take away what
I seek to acquire, which is a little more
revenue ; therefore I hope members will
not allow the fact of this select committee
being appointed—and I wish to say at
once that I offer no objection to the
appointment of this committee—to weigh
with them when couosidering these mea-
sures, which are not intended to deal
with the surfeit of horse-racing, but are
introduced for another purpose altogether.

Me. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I
have no objection to offer to the motion
moved by the member for Forrest, becanse
I think 1f such investigation be pursued
thoroughly it must result in information
not only to the advantage of members of
the House but to the people at large. I
cannot quite agree with the Premier in
his statement that such inquiry will have
no influence on the subject dealt with in
one at least of the measures mentioned—I
refer to the Racecourses Licensing Bill—
because in this Bill we contemplate giving
a large amount of power in the control of
horse-racing to the West Australian
Turf Club, and the result will be that if
that organisation or that club were not
desirous of limiting the number of race-
meetings throughout the State, the matter
brought forward in the member for
Forrest's motion will be absolutely
neglected. Then in the matter of the
Totalisator Duty Bill, we know the solici-
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tude of the Premier in regard to that
measure, and we know he is desirous of
obtaining revenue by means that will be
palatable to the members who follow him
on the Government side of the House.
But we may be afraid of this con-
tingency : if the Premier is so engrossed
in the pursuit of revenue, he may desire
thal as many race-meetings as possible
be held in order that he shall receive
more revenue. I do not profess to have
any great knowledge of horse-racing my-
self, but judging from the staternents
made from time to time by the Chamber
of Commerce and by business people on
the goldfields, they regurd with disfavour
the large amount of racing throughout
the goldfields. We know as au matter
of ecommon knowledge that during the
racing carnival on the goldfields the
police department generally has consider-
ably more work to perform than it
hus at other times of the year. There is
an influz of undesirable persons brought
about by the fact that the racing carnival
is being held, and that at that time of
the year people spend more money, or go
into town with money to spend, who do
not enter town at other times. These
people coustitute the prey for speilers
and those who follow race meetings. I
hope the motion will be carried, and I

think it is desirable that the investiga-

tions of the select committee should have
some bearing on one measure atb least,
the Racecourses Licensing Bill. T think
it will have a material hearing on the dis-
cussion of the measure by members of
the House because of the information
brought about by that selecl committee,

Mr. T. WALKER (Eanowna): I
hope the motion will be carried, because I
am just anxious fo learn what kind of
infornation can be secured by a select
committee of this sort. How isa sclect
cominittee to arrive at the determnination
of how many race meetings should be
held, say down at the coast and then at
Kalgoorlie, or even, as expressed by the
mover, in the Jarge and influential centre
called Kanowna. 1 fancy the one good
from a committee of this kind ought to
be to show how we are drifting back into
the old puritan noticns, why we are
taking into our gpecial guardianship the
tattes and habits and pleasures of the
people, and wherefore we are beginning
to lnagine that we are sitting in a
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Chamber presuming to know meore about
necessities of enjoyment and sport, and
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tbe special forms of happiness of the

people in various centres, how we are
presuming to know just how many horses
should trot and how many should gallop
in the course of the year.

Mr. A. A. Horan: And how wmany
should run “ stiff.”

Mr. T. WALKER: And how many

should yun stiff. Tt strikes me in dealing

with matters of this kind we altogether
forget the foundation of reform. Horse-
racing, 0 far as it is used for gambling
purposes, and so far as it is attended by
the evils that have been mentioned, is an
oufeome of the conditions of society. I
it be an evil to have twenty race meetings
in the year the evil is equally great to
have one; for whatever evils there are in
twenty race meetings there are in one.
The speilers are at one, the fleecers of
every description are at one, as much as
they are at twenty, and if we want to deal
with these evils why not deal with them
specificaly.

Are we incapable of pre- :

venting the confidence-men plying their !

games on the racecourses? Are we unable
to define the offence or to enact laws which

will ¢heck the common thieves gather- |

ing at racecourse meetings? Is racing
necessarily an evil because these attendant
birds of prey are alwuys present?  Thave
heard—I have not known it because I
have not had occasion to suffer from it—
of pickpockets being in crowded churches
are we then to probibit a clergyman
from preaching so many times a year, to
diminish the number of his sermons be-
cause at ome or two or many meetings
pockets have been picked in churches?
That is the absurdity of classifying all
general evils under one head. I bope if
we bave the committee, it will make
these differentiations, and decide between
evils that are atlendant on a thing and
the thing itseif. But morve than thak:
the committee, T think, should take a
wider scope, and if it goes into the
guestion thoroughly it will never termi-
nate these labours. It must inquire, or
should inquire, into what promotes this
gambling cvil; how it comes abont that
wen are anxious to have race meefings
purely for the purpose of betting; why it
is not the racing, the hreed of horses,
the pleasure of a gala day, or the

splendid magnificence of the great event, |

to Inquire, 67
such as that which eventuates at the.
Cup at Kalgoorlie; but how the whole
inlerest is centred in the bonokmakers,
upon the totalisators, in the money
expended on the chance of winning for-
tunes ou a single event. All this is not
attendant on the mere horses that are
running : it bhas its foundation in the
disposition or the nature of the human
being, and in the social environments.
If the member for Forrest desires to
prevent betting, let him try and Qevise
some scheme that will make every man’s
position in life secure to him. It is the
terrible dread of ultimate poverty and
misery that prompts men to attend race
meetings ; it is the feeling of living from
hand to meuth, especially amongst the
wage-earners in the community, that
next week one may be without work, and
without as a consequence bread, and that
his family may be starving, that makes
hiw take every opportunity that offers to
win a penny at every chance and on every
occasion.  If we abolish all horse-racipg
we shall have card-playing, and if we
abolish that we shall get the two-up school
or some other means of trying to get hold
of & penny to provide against waot.
The element aiming at securing some
slight advantage in the race for life is
deeply rooted in our common nature. It
is the competitive system under which we
hive that prompts us all to get a little
hetter of our fellow men in material
advantages. That is the root of it all,
and so long as that is so we cannot pre-
vent wen entering into a gambling spirit;
we capnot prevent them from utilising
horse-racing for that purpose. And with-
out anticipating what the inquiry may
bring forth, I question whether we can
diminish that spirit or the amount of
money devoted to speculation if we do
away with horse-racing, because undoubt-
edly the money would go to the other
States; and not only that, but men feel-
ing that they had only one race meeting,
they would, instead of making their
mouev run over a certain period, do all
their speculation on one day. If there were
ouly one day’s racing a man would specu-
late with every penuy, and would save
nothing for the second day’s speculation.
At ull events, I do not see that we are
doing much good by dealing with this
subject. The proper course for legisla-
tion is to tey and get a healthy humanity,
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healthy conditions of society, and allow-
ing individuals to look after their own
-morals. I take it there is a good deal of
use in these race meetings, especially on
the fields. [Meueer: To some people.]
To all; to the community generally. I
will -state why. Out in these districts
subject to the severity of a very trving
climate, where the amusements and enjoy-
ments are exceediogly few, and where
the trials and difficulties of living
are numerous and distressing, a relief
of that kind is of great value. Itisu time
when people put on their best clothes, their
best smiles, and their best disposition, an
opportunity to gather in the whole com-
munity, as it were, and even by a spectacle
of that sort letting their feelings loose
and enabling them to forget for a while
the worriesand ills of life. Such gather-
ing is a relief to them, and gives them
a new gtart the weelt after. It is a break
in the monotony of goldfields life, and I
venture to think a stimulating ome, that
malkes life on those fields more tolerable.
T do not see what you can substitute in
place of it. What can you do to give
people one big general outing, one huge
gathering?. [Mr. Scappan: Eight.
hours day.] People will bet even there.
By horse-racing you bring together not
only your best people but your best
horses in the State, and you get that
touch of nature which makes not only
buman nature but all mature kin. You
feel a sympathy with animal life itself,
and the animals in their conflict stimulate
one, inspire one. One enters into what is
8, refreshing enjoyment, which I am sure
is heneficial when free from those evils
which have been its curse. I sincerely
trust the inquiry will go farther than
merely answering the question whether
there are too few or too many race meet-
ings held throughout the year. TLet us
have some foundation to go upon in
considering betting in the future; let us
see, or let the committee see, if it
cannot discover that we are going alto-
gether too far in prescribing the pleasures
of the people, in limiting them, or in any
way interfering with their individual
liberty in getting happiness such a8 we
have had in the past in these racecovrse
meetings.
M=, A. C. GULL (Swan) : Although T
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hold the opinion that we cannot make
people moral by Act of Parliament, |

to Inquire.

still I have rather a pleasure in assist-

“ing the member for Forrest in the

direction of a select commitiee to report
on this matter, because I thiok it will
only have a tendency to good. It will
show up a good many fallavies and show
that horse-racing, properly carried out, is
a thing that we as a nation are intensely
fond and proud of. Itseems to me that
the very worst cause of so-called over.
racing 18 that the clubs, especially the
smaller clubs, suburban and others, are
not giving sufficient stakes awsy to make
the racing as pure as it might be. Also,
dealing largely with the goldfields clubs
in particular, of which we have heard so
much, it seems to me that they are
allowed to run meetings extending over
six weeks, which in other States could be
ron off in three. It is simply this, that
they extend their meetings so that the
miners will have an opportunity of being
played upon during the carnival; and
that is an inducernent to them to go on
trying for the “ recovery ” mentioned just
now. As far as unregistered clubs are
concerned, I think they are an unmiti-
gated evil. I see all over the country
young fellows travelling about with per-
haps one or two horses, called racehorses
by courtesy. It does not matter two-
pence to them: they are going to muke
money if they can. [Mgr. Herrmanw:
The same thing applies to the registered
courses.| Principally, my objection to
the unregistered clubs is that they are
very largely composed of men who have
been rejected from the registered clubs.
[MemMBER: Sometimes unjustly, too.]
Those members have always the privilege
of waiting till their term has expired
before making a fresh start. If a man
has a just cage he is not going to South
Perth or Bicton or elsewhere, but will
wait for his time to ezpire. I do not
think it can be alleged against the W.A.
Turf Club. At all events a man cun
always get a heuring. I have seen a
great deal of this sort of thing, and I
assert that men get their hearing and
always get the benefit of a doubt, if there
be a doubt, {Memper: There never is
a doubt.] Anyhow, I think there are
too many days of racing, and in my
opinion the greatest pood would be
derived by compelling clubs to give higher
stzkes on fewer days and the same
amnount of noney, confining the runming
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to two days, or three for a big cup meet-
ing, and baving sport carried out in a
week instead of 10 to 14 days as
now. When people talk about racing,
it seems to me from
followed and watched around this country,
that racing is no longer an amusement,
but a primary industry. There is not
the slightest doubt about it, there are
nearly as many men getting a livelihood
by fellowing racing as by following any
other primary industry.

MemsEeR : Following Rason, not racing.

Me. Tavror: The Rason Stakes.

M=, GULL: The question of the ' that those facilities, especially the facility

racing stakes affects the class of horses
imported into this country; aud even
with the West Australian Turf Club, it
seems to me they neglect to subsidise
their weight-for-age races sufficiently,
and I think that in a lot of things
alterations could very easily be brought
about.

Mg. Daorisn: More wait for prices
thao * wait ”-for-age on the racecourse.

Axoraer MemBER: Specially at elec-
tion times.

Mr. GULL: As far as betting is
concerned, as I have said, we are not
going to make people moral by Act of
Parliament. If we stop people from
betting on racing they will bet on foot-
ball. They will bet on football whether
there is racing or not, but if there is less
racing they will have inore woney to bet
with on football. Anyhow, I do not
think the inquiry can do any harm.
I think it will probably do us a lot of
good. Therefore, 1 am quite satisfied to
assist the mewmber for Forrest in trying
to obtain it.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken, and a commitiee appoin-
ted comprising Mr. Bolton, Mr. Gull, Mr.
Horan, Mr. Monger, also Mr. A, J.
Wilson as mover; with power to call for
persons and papers, and to sit on days
over which the House stands adjourned;
to report on 8th December,

PAPERS—ELECTORAL ABUSES AND
DEFECTS.

OR BELECT COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret)
moved :
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what I Thave -
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27th October, 1905 (Fremantle, South Fre-
mantle, North Fremantle, and FEast Fre-
mantle), be iaid on the table of this Hounse.

He said: 1 mueb regret the npecessity
for the motion which stands in my name
on the Notice Paper, especially so soon
after the geveral election; and I am sure
the like sorrow will be expressed by other
members in this Chamber whoin the last
Parliament took part in passing the
BElectoral Act. It was the desire of the
House that every freedom should be

_ given to the electors, every opportunity

for recording their votes. I am sorry
for postal voting, have been so much
abused during the last general clec-
tion. [ ay sauy that the facility
for postal voting was abused during the
preceding election, if we may judge by
what members had to say in this
Chamber after their return, In moving
for the papers containing the reports of
investigations made by the Electoral
Department into the elections wentioned
in the motion, my only desire is for
the fullest investigation. Statements
have Dbeen made to me by those
whn took part in these elections; and
from what I can gather there have been
some irregularities, and more than that,
illegal votes have been recorded. I will
point out—and I believe this will be
borne out when the investigations are
brought to light—that men Iving ill in
bed recorded postal votes, or at least that
a man lying ill in bed recorded a postal
vote. This latter is u rather delicate
subject, for since that man recorded his
vote he has passed away; but I take his
case ag an instance. This man in par-
ticular was waited on by a gentleman ap-
pointed by the Government to take postal
votes; and having seen the sick man, the
(Government official decided that he was
incapable, mentally and physically, of
recording his vote, and decided not to
bave the vote recorded. But we find that
when the count of the postal votes was
made on polling day, the sick man’s vote
was recorded by post, and it was initialled

* by another gentleman authorised by the

That all papers containing the reports of the .

investigations made by the Electoral Depart-
ment into the following elections, held on the

Government to take postal votes. If the
Government desire that T shall reveal the
names to the House, I will do so. Most
of these Fremantle electorates have re-
turned supporters of the Government;

~ but that is not by reason for this motion.
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My'desire is to have every light thrown
upon the manner in which the last general
election was conducted. We find that
men voted who had ne right ‘to vote.
We also find cases in these very
electorates—I am not going to specify
one particularly, but.the case I have
instanced is dealing with the East Fre-
mantle electorate ; there are cases in con-
nection with the Fremantle election where
the names of men who were on the water
between here and the Eastern States
appear on the roll, and their votes were
recorded on polling day though they were
hundreds of miles from this State. I
have been informed of this on what I
believe to be a reliable and sruthful
authority ; but if T am badly advised it
ig not iny fault. Those men who were
acting as scrutineers, T think, should be
qualified to know. At least, when they
knew a man personally and knew that he
was between here and the Eastern States,
and when they found that hisvote had been
recorded, they are sufficient authority for
me to speak in this Chamber. T haveno
objection to any man or woman record-
ing a vote in accordance with the Aect;
but I certainly object to any man record-
ing a vote illegally for any man 1o this
Chamber, whethar he is sitting on this
side of the House or on the Government
gide. 'We also had personations. Tn the
Electoral Act we have power for postal
votes; but it has been abused, not only
on the coast but in practically every
electorate that we have beard members
speak about. I have no complaint to
make so far as my own election was con-
cerned. The returning officer in the
Mount Margaret electorate gave every
facility for every person in that scattered
electorate to record his vote, He made
polling places in every centre where
there was u sufficient number—and that
number was not very large for that pur-
pose. I have no comiplaint te make so
far as I am personally concerned. Mem-
bers opposite may say that the success-
ful candidates never find much fault
with their election returns. It is the
gentlemen who are defeated who can
tell how and why they were defeated.
There are startling things in circulation
noew about wen recording votes for candi-
dates who bave been successful while
undergoing a term of imprisonment for
three years. [Memser: Thecandidate ]
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No; but there are times when members
qualify here for the other place. These
are rumours which are most undesirable ;
and what I desire by this wotion is to
have a thorough investigation so far as
these elections are concerned. No doubt
other members who know other electorates
where elections were conducted perhaps
in a worse anner than these, will add
then to this motion. I have no objection,
especially if in those electorates investiga-
tions similar to those in the electorates I
bave named have taken place. I know
these investigations have taken place,
because those who were interrogated are
not backward in saying that the investiga-
tions took place. Concerning the Govera-
ment appointments of gentlemen 1o take
postal votes, I am not going to raise
rauch objection to those who were
appointed. I find the list contains the
name of an estimuble gentleman, a justice
of the peace, Mr. W. J. Holmes. I bave
been informed and know that this
gentleman has a brother who is very
much like him, so much like him—in
fact he is a twin brother. I do not mean
the member for East Fremantle (Mr. J,
J. Holmes), who knows that what I say
is absolutely correct. It has heen
agserted by some who know both brothers,
William and Robert, that they believe it
was Kobert Holmes who took the postal
votes, and not William Holmes. [MEeM-
BER: Do you know the difference 7] 1
know the difference between the two
geutlemen ; but they are very much alike,
and it has been asserted that Mr. Robert
Holmes went so far from Fremantle as
Bayswater to take votes; and those who
recorded their votes there told me they
were sure it was Mr. Robert Holmes
and that they knew him for years at
Fremantle. It is also stated without
doubt that those people who recorded
their votes at Bayswater have at Ieast
been residing there and not in East
Fremantle for many months., Many
voters who recorded their votes by post—
I am sure the trath will be forthcoming—
have not bLeen residing in Kast Fre-
mantle, some of them, for as long as
nine years. This may be startling to
hon. gentlemen; but numbers of them
bave not been residing in East Fremantle
for twelve months and others for two or-

three years.
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Mz. J. J. Houmes: Perhaps you will
tell us whom they voted for.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is no concern of
mine whom they voted for. My concern
is to make the elections in this State as
clean as possible. T bhave no feeling
towards the member for East Fremantle,
and I think it is about time in this
Chamber when a member can stand up
and advocate something that may affect
another member without the latter feeling
that the hon. member was speaking with
auntipatby towards the gentleman directly
concerned. Though we have crossed
swords many times, I am sure that the
member for East Fremantle knows that
in the old Parlinment we were at least
friends outside politics. [Mr. Gorpon:
You don't call this politics vou are
talking now ?] The hon. member who
represents Canning thought it was quite
politic that those deadheads should
record their votes oun the 27th October to
return the Government’s majority at that

, Perth during the
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Me. Foorkes: One of your Ministers
went to East Perth twelve months ago
to do the same thing.

Mr. TAYLOR: I did not go to East
election. I have
religionsly refrained from being about
a polling booth on polling day, especially
in my own electorate. I left my own
electorate on the morning the polling
opened. I knew too well the intention
of Parliament wlen the Act was passed,

- and I think that all candidates should

beautiful gallop described to-day by the !

member for Swan as ‘“the’ Rason
gallop.” These irregularities have taken
place; and I think it necessary that the
House should know something about the
acenracy of them. Now we come to
polling day itself. What do we find?
We find the honorary Minister (Hon.
M. L. Moss) standing oytside the polling
booth at East Fremantle for the whole of
the day, with an electoral roll in his
hand, influencing those whom he could to
record their votes for the Governmeni
supporter. We also find that the hon-
orary Minister had recorded his vote
by post some few days previously,

with the object, he suid then, of being

absent from the electorate. T am not
going to assume that the hon. gentle-
man recorded his own vote by post
to give him more time to work for
the Government supporter. 1 do not
believe that the present Govern-
ment with their magnificent majority

would stoop to such contemptible actions °

if the elections took place to-morrow;

but when they weunt to the country they -
. but if the hon. member who represents

were not so strong ae they are to-day.
Aund I am indeed sorry that any Govern-
ment should tolerate an honorary Minister
pimping about a polling boothfsupporting
a candidate in the way I have indi-
cuted.

refrain from being present at the polling
hooth on pelling day. If I have been in
East Fremantle or in any other elec-
torate supporting a Labour man, I bave
been at a public meeting before the
polling took place. In Kast Perth I
addressed two public meetings against
the present Apent General, Mr. Walter
Jumes, when he was Premier of this
State. I spoke in the interests of the
Labour man, but that was the day
before the election. I shall do that
again in any electorate where a Labour
man is standing. I am sure about
myself, and T hope I shall never find any
member of the party with which I am
associuted pimping about a polling
booth trying to secure votes if they are
members of Parliameat, and especially if
they are Ministers. It is contemptible
for Ministers to be guilty of such a
crime. T am not going to wince matters.
I desire to know whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to put the law in
motion against those who were appoioted

. by the Government to take those votes,

so that they may be punished for any
illegal acts or Irregularities. The
Governmment are responsible for the
officers they appoint, and so0 the
Government should take this matter into
consideration and try to clean up the
elections in this State. We have heard
the wmember for Menzies (Hon. H.
(Gregory) twitting the member for
Leonora (Mr. P. J, Lyoch) about some-
thing in connection with votes. To me
that mwatter is foreign. I had no hand
in it, nor do T know anythiag about it;

Menzies has any fault to find with the
member who represents Leonora, or any-
thing that hon. member did during his
campaign, why does not the member for
Menzies rise and make a statement
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against the member for Teonora, for

then it may be refuted, or proved ?

MirisTeEr ForR M1¥Es: You can throw -
- suys that if an application for a vote is

all the dirt necessary.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member
cannot get any dirtier than he is. It is
not my desire to make him any dirtier,
and I have no desire io cleanse him. I
want to know whether the Government
are going to put the law in motion
against those, whether they be in the
employ of the Government or whether
they be voters, who have committed any
breach of the Electoral Act during the
last election. I have no desire to spenk
any longer. [Mer. Gorpow: Hear,
hear.] I have no desire to speak at any
length; but when the Leader of the
Opposition was dealing with electorul
matters yesterdav, he made some state-
ments with reference to some applicants
for votes in the Menzies electorate, who,
through the writs being hurriedly issued,
were not eligible to vote. Iecan bear that
out as true. The leader of the Opposi-
tion was perfectly correct when he said
there were from three to five hundred
applications for votes eligible to be re-
corded, only they were a day too late. I
also know that the Minister for Mines
was well primed and informed as to how
the votes that were registered would
apply. He was the very first man fo tell
me and others in the ordinary course of
conversation, while discussing the elee-
fion and the chances of candidates’ suc-
cesses. There was no secret about it; it
was the ordinary way in which one
talks,. He produced a telegram and
showed it round as to how many voters
who were eligible to vote at the general
election were mnot eligible fo  vote
at the Ministerial election. The hon.
gentleman practically denied it yes-
t.erda.\ The denial was so streng
that, in accordance with the forms of the
Chamber, the Leader of the Opposition
had to withdraw the remark. 1 am con-

fident there were from 300 to 500 electors :

in the Menzies electorate for whom appli-
cation had been made, and had not the
writs been issued on the duy they were
these 300 or 500 persons would have
been allowed to vote, and they would
have materially affected the election.
That did not apply so strongly at any
other election. Tt was ‘;tr:mgu., the ho.

gentleman should know cxactly how
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many applications for votes were in.
The writ was issued so that these votes
were too late to be recorded, for the Act

received 14 days befere the issue of the
writ, the namne shall be deemed to be on
the roll. These people were debarred
from voting because the writ was issued
a day, or I may say weeks, sooner than it
should have been ; the Premier in manip-
ulating looked out for that. He was
well advised, I suppose, as to how it
would apply in various instances where a
@overnment supporter was being opposed
by & Labour mun. I move the motion
staliding in my nawe.

Mr. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet): I
second the motion.

Mr. A. A. HORAN (Yilgam): I
desire to support the motion. If my
memory serves me right, the hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Taylor) was originally the head
of u department controllmg the electoral
officers, and I am somewhat disap-
peinted that he did not do one thing that
many people in the House would have
liked him to have done, and for which he
would have received the support of every
member of the community, diswiss the
Chief Electoral Officer, Mr. Oct. Burt. T
must express regret at the condition of
things during the recent election. They
were unsatisfactory in all quarters, The
member for Mount Margaret may have
no reason to complain in regard to his
electorate, but members in different
electorates have had reason to complain.
There were no less than 4,400 odd names
removed from the electoral rolls in my
district, but somehow it happened I was
returned. I do mot know that T am
justified in making this accusation, but I
gay this: whilst the sitting member is
given a slight privilege over a new
candidate in the fact that he has a rail-
way pass, I found in my electorate three
Government officers with free passes
canvassing against me. I will make a
gpecific charge with names before long.
That is the way in which the Government
of the day carry out the administration
of the Electoral Act. There are strong
Teasons to call for the papers in the case.
In my electorate T had many strange
experiences and wany extraordinary
interpretations of the FElectoral Act.
On a previous occasion the electoral
officer decided that the counting of votes
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should not take place until the whole of
the boxes reached the central polling
bootk ; he was therefore prepared to
accept postal votes, if those votes bore
the postmark that they bad been deposited

[29 WovEMBER, 1905.]

on the day of election, and before the

final counting of the votes.

When the

new Government came nto power the |
same Electoral Act was in operation) .

*but there wuas quite a different inter-
pretation put on the Act, iith the
result that the returning
were authorised, in the different portions
of my extensive electorate, to open the
boxes and telegraph the results at once.
Counsistent with that interpretation the
reburning officer stated that he would
not receive postal votes unless they were
in- his hand by 7 p.m. on the 27th
October. T have in my possession sore
votes that have been sent to me by an
officer authorised under the Aect to
receive postal votes, and I find by the
postmarks and the postage stamps on
the outside of the envelopes that they
were received at the central post office in
the district, which by the way is the same
building in which the returning officer
has an oftice, and had lan in the Southern
Cross post office for several days when
they should have been received by the
returning officer on the 27th October. I
have the envelopes in my possession and
they are marked “T 2, refused.” 1
understand that to mean that the postal
authorities charged 2d. each for these
letters, whereupon in all probability the
returning ofticer refused to receive them.
Mr. Oct. Burt has issued instructions
. time and again under the autharity
reposed in him by the Electoral Act that
all postal votes should be conveyed by
post free, and the Commonwealth Postal
Act makes & similar provision. Why
the votes were refused when the return-
ing officer himself lived in the same
building and within two doors of the
post oftice I cannot say. I think this
condition of things needs far greater
inquiry than the state of affairs which
even the member for Mount Ddlargaret
suggests. Hud not the Address-in-Reply
been concluded with so much rapidity
and with g0 nwach discourtesy on the
part of members on the Ministerial side

officers

yesterday this matter would have been

veniilated ; still there are opportunities to
voice our opiniops in regard to the

. & jwolling booth on polling day.
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administration of the Electoral Act. Iun
regurd to the Electoral Act itself I was
not a2 wember of the Parlinment that
passed it. T have pleasure in supporting
the motion,

Tre PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason) :
In deuling with this motion, I desire to
make the allowance which is usually
made to people who approach a subject
under circumstances such as exist in
regard to members opposite.  One must
make allowance for a certain amount of
ill feeling, and one must make allowance
for disappointment. I try to make such
allowance, but T do regret after making
that allowance that an hon. gentleman
who has been himself a Minister of the
Crown should bave thought it necessary
to wake the accusations which he did
against Ministers. I shall have no objec-
tion to lny the papers ou the table. I dg
not know why the hon. mewmber has
shown sueh undue preférence to South
Fremautle, North Fremantle, East Fre-
mantle, and Fremantle, when, one would
think, if one could judge from the mem-
bers’'s remarks, there were many other
places within hig own knowledge that he
might as well huve added ; but if he
thinks South Fremantle, North Fre-
mantle, East Fremantle

M=z. G. Tavior: They are the only
places I know about in which a depart-
mnental investigation has taken place.

Tux PREMIER: And Fremanile, are
ditectly concerned and offer the most
shocking illustration, T shall be glad
indeed to assist him to huve the most
thorough inguiry. The hon. gentleman
gives us an illustration of the shocking
deeds performed under this Act, and he
was himself for 12 months the Minister
iz charge of the Aet. He gives us the
glaring illustrations of something wrong,
that men have actually been seen in the
street when they have recorded their
votes by post.

Me. Tayrnor: I did not say that.

Tae PREMIER : Whatever the hon.
member meant or intended to say, that
was what he did say.

Mz. Taxror: I did not.

Tae PREMIER : If I misunderstood
the hon. member I regret it, and I with-
draw. I was sorry indeed that the hon.
member should refer to one of my col-
leagues as having been pimping round
T do
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not myself know what constitutes a ! they could be held.

pimp, I helieve it is something very
offensive; bLut the hon. gentleman, if he
recorded his vote by post, was perfectly
within his right if he had reason to
believe that on polling day he would unot
be in East Fremantle. What I take
exception to, and the strongest possible
exception, is the remark of the hon.
member that the writs were manipulated
by me—that the date of issue of the
writs was manipulated by me for the
purpose of shutting outa certain number
of voters. That is & most unjust and
most unworthy remark, only capable of
being made use of by the member who
made it and the gentlemen who appland
it.  Tet we remind members of the
House that the whole of the writs were
issued on one day, and the whole of them
or 4% at least out of the 50 were return-
able on the same dav. Let me remind
members that the rolls on which these
elections were held were the rolls left by
the members opposile; they were their own
rolls. What would have been said,
what charges of manipulation would
have been made, if I had delayed
the issue of these writs so that
fresh rolls could have been used ¥ In-
stead of the charge of indecent haste,
we should have had charges from all
quarters that we purposely delaved the
issue of the writs in order to stuff these
rolls. [Mg. Troy: Nonsense!] That is
my opinion. I have some experience of
hon. gentlemen opposite, and T give that
ag my unhesitating opinion as to the
course they would haveadopted. Becanse
we did not do that, because we took the
rolls which they themselves left to usand
held the election upon those rolls, we are
accused of manipulating them. T cannot
imagine any more unfair charge being
made. I have heard frequently of the
indecent haste with which the writs were
issued. What would have been said if
we had delayed the issue of the writs 7 It
would have been said that we were afraid
to go to the country, that we were hold-
ing on to the offices we held us long as
possible without an election. More un-
worthy things, very much unworthier
things than thut,huve been said already.
[Mr, Trox: Why did you rush the
elections 7] We adopted the constita-
tional course of holding the elestions at
the very earliest opportunity at which
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Any other course
would have been improper in the extreme,
aud any other course would have been
used against us with even greater force
than the arguments which bave bLeen
adduced. What we did we are responsible
for to the people of Western Australia,
and the people of Western Australia, the
vast majority of them, are perfectly satis-
fied that we adopted a proper course.
Mz. Trov: The majority did not vote,
Tur PREMIER: That being s0, I do
not know that we need exercise our minds
unduly because it has not pleased some
few hon. gentlemen opposite. I am as
anxious as anyone that there should be
purity of election. I will do my utmost
to assist any member of the House at
arriving at that most desirable result.
No one would regret more than I should,
or 1 trust any of wmy colleagues, or any
members sitting on this side of the House,
that there should bhe unfair advantage
taken in any election throughout this
State. My desire iy to see that every
wan or woman who has a right to vote
shall exercise that right, and shall have
every assistance possible rendered. My
desire is that anyone who votes wrongly
ghould be made to see the error of his or
her ways. But when we speak of there
being tmproper uses made of the fran-
chise in one direction, let us at least be
houest and admit that if wrong has been
done on one side it has been done on the
other also. It goes without saying that
if sins have been committed at all they
have been committed on both sides. That
would not make either of them any
better, but it is not, I submit, a very
good practice for peoplé who have been
beaten—I do not use the word offensively,
I do not mean it in that light—to try
and show that they were defeated by im-
proper practices. [Mr. TavyLor: I have
not implied it.] My experience is that
the man who takes his defeat well is
very much on the high road towards
victory, and the man who takes a defeat
badly is not doing himself or his cause
any good. I was surprised that my
friend the member for Yilgara (Mr.
Horan) should have referred to the con-
duct of three railway inspectors, and I
am sure that if the hop. member had
brought that conduct under the notice of
the Government we should have been
very glad indeed to inquire into the
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matter.
that, but T did hear of an immense body
of rmlwa.v servants taking part ina cer-
tain election not a very long time ago, and
not a hundred miles removed from that
patticular locality, That seems to have
been quite in order and quite the proper
thing to do on that occasion. [MEMBER:
They patd their own fares.] On this
occaston because three railway inspectors
are supposed to have taken part in the
election campaign, that is most improper.
Tt is merely a guestion of circumstances
altering cases. T fail to follow the
reference of my friend opposite to Me.
Robert Holmes and Mr. W. J. Holmes,
unless the complaint be that they are so
much alike each other. T have been put
to inconvenience by that fact on more
than one oceasion. I do not know
because Mr. W. J. Holmes went to a
place instead of Mr. R. Holmnes, or wvice
versa, that any serious thing was done or
that anyone has very much cause of com.-
plaint, unless it be that the hon. gentleman
wighes to infer that Mr. Richard Holmes
obtained a vote which Mr. W. J. Holmes
could not obtain; or that either one
or the other obtained a voe becatise he wag
go much like his brother. I have alrea.dy
said that T have no objection to placing
these papers npon the table of the House.
T wish the hon. member had confined his
remarks to moving for those papers and
giving his reasons for moving for them,
and had not accused any member of this
gide of the Honse of manipulation—
manipulation which did not exist, becanse
the rolls were never touched, and we
dealt with the rolls that the hon.
gentleman himself left us—aund had not
attributed, as the hon. member has been
too fond of doing in the past, wrong
imputations to people who happen perhaps
to bave just as good a desire to obtain
justice for anyone as the hon gentleman
himself has.

Mr.J.J. HOLMES {East Fremantle) :
I realise that we must always make due
allowance for any utterance by the mem-
ber who moved this motien. T have had
considerable experience upon the floor of
the House, and I always make allowance,
and I believe we all do, for his statements
abd utterances. T was under the impres-
sion that the Supreme Court and the Crown
Law Department were the departments
t0 deal with matters of this kind.
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This is the firat I bave heard of

to Inguire. 75

Personally I court the fullest inquiry.
During the whole of that campaign 1n
East Fremantle--and if opportunity
arises I am prepared to prove it—the
contest was fought in an honest and
straightforward manner. I am prepared
to go before any justice and any authority
and swear that 1 did not ask one single
individual to vote for me, either at this
or ut the previous election.

Mr. Tavior: I did not accuse you
of it.

Me. HOLMES: No; but you accused
those associated with me of underhand
work, which Tin a measure am respon-
sible for.

Mr. Taveon: You did not know any-
thing about it.

Mz. HOLMES: 1 did not know any-
thing about it except this, that my honest
desire wus to see that those entitled to
vaie should have an opportunity of doing
so, and that those not entitled to vote
should be prevented. So much so that
on the morning of the election my com-
miltee had prepared no less than thivteen
pages of foolacap, typewritten as closely
as possible, challenges to people who
were nol entitled to vote. When the
poll opened we put one copy into the
hands of each returning officer, and what
happened ? . [Me. Bovror : You won the
election.] The returning officer refused
to accept the information my committee
supplied. He said,”™ You inust challenge
the electors when they come in.” And
they did challenge them when they came
in. Some came to one booth and were
preveuted there, and went to the next
and were prevented there also, and they
turped round and said, “ We will not go
any farther; you prevented us at two
places, and we suppose you would at
others.” That is the way we prevented
a lot of votes from being recorded
which had no right to be recorded;
and because it has been suggested that
someone squeezed in votes which had no
right to be recorded the hon. member
wishes to infer that T am responsible. I
court inquiry, and will prove that if
these people had been challenged as they
should have been and prevented from
voting, the majority would have been
more in my favour than it was at the
receni election.  Personally I refuse to
fight ancther election under an Elec.
toral Act such as that which exists to-
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day vnless there is to be a short, sharp,
and shining fight before there is any
chance of amending the present Act; and
in that case T will fight.
Act is open to fraud and to corruption
of every description. TIfT go on hearsay
as my friend goes on hearsav—nothing
else—I know of instances where votes
have been recorded before postal vote
officers, and the votes never reached their
destination. That is a condition of
affairs that ought not to exist. [Mr.
Horax: I have 600.] What became of
those votes in the meantime? Perbaps
some other person can explain; it is
beyond my comprehension altogether. In
reference to the two brothers and postal
votes, I think that what has been said 1s
entirely out of place. 1 was no party to
appointing any person to receive postul
votes, 1 was a party to preventing wmy
brother R. H. from being appointed at
Fremantle. The National League sug-
gested that he should be appointed to
Fremantle to take postal votes, but I
said: “No, [ am a candidate for East
Fremantle. He iz not going to be
appointed.” My opponent, Mr. Angwin,
as mayor of East Fremantle, had his
town clerk available for taking postal
votes.- [MemBer: His town clerk ?]
He is the wavor of Bast Fremantle:
I say his town clerk. My opponent,
Mr. Angwin, was not satisfied with his
town clerk, but bhad his rate collector
also appointed. Members will see that
whilst my friend opposite has, perhaps, a
little cause for complaint, T have much
more cause for complaint. As to Mr.
Moss, that gentleman is able to defend
himself. If the law be put in motion
agaiost him—and if he has done any-

thing wroog it should be—I am satisfied -

he will come out scathless. As to where
people should vote, that is a matter
which is open to miscomception. The
Act is pot too clear. And when we have
had the member for Brown Hill (Mr.
Bath), who should know that the quali-
fication is residential, standing up in this
House yesterday as he did, and making a
statement that he voted where his interest
was—({ Interjection]—I refer the bon.
member to Hansard.  He said he voted
where his interest was. When we have
the Leader of the Opposition, an ex-
Minisler of the Crown, making a state-
ment that he voted where his interest

The present )
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was, surely we can forgive the individual
electors not versed in the Electoral
Act for making a mistake by voting at
East Fremantle where their interests lay.
Much has been said by the mover of the
motion as to the condition of the rolls,
and what should be done; but I should
like to ecarry back the hon. member's
memory to the time when he was Colonial
Secretary, and in charge of this depart-
ment. After the general election for the
last Parlinment I think that data were
supplied to the Electoral Department
by the National League in Fremantle to
the effect that certain persons voted in
East Fremaatle, ‘North Fremantle, and
South Fremantle, on the same day, and
at two or three places; and practically no
notice was taken of the communication.
There was the hon. member’s opportunity
to distinguish himself by prosecuting
those who had done wrong, and by pre-
venting a recurrence of the wrong by
putting the rolls in order; but nothing
was done. Put the hon. member on the
attack, and be is all right; put him on
his defence, and he is an absolute failure.
Again, I should like to refer to an honest
attempt made befors the last geveral
election to revise and put in order the
Fremantle rolls. [LaBour MEMBER: By
whow ¥] By the National League. An
honest attempt was made; and in East
Fremantle some 1,200 names were objected
to. And who prevented the names from
being taken off ?

Me. Borror : T an glad I had a hand
i it

Mr. HOLMES: Yes; you and some
other Labour members standing at the
time. But while we asked that only
1,200 names should be taken off, a
revision court held subsequently took
off no less than 1,800 ; so I think we
treated the rolls fuirly liberally in asking
that only 1,200 should be taken off, when
it was subsequently proved that the
number unjustly on the rolls was 1,800.

Mz. Borron: The resident magistrate
did not think you had treated the parties
too fairly.

Mr. HOLMES: He did.

M. Borron: He threw you all out
of court, and would not allow your
objections,

Mr. HOLMES: If one desired to go
into details, one could mention many
other matters connected not only with
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Fremantle constituencies, but with the
general e¢lections throughout the State.
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But if we are to go into detail and occupy -

the time of the House instead of the time
of the Su;.)reme Court, I think we are
travelling in the wrong direction.

MR, Tavror: This is not a Supreme
Court matter.
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when the inquiry is over, I am perfectly
satisfied that I and the eentlemen men-
tioned to-day, principally my brothers,
will come ont of that inquiry with the
clean record they have held in this State

- up to the present.

Mg. Scappan: It needs & Royal Com- |

mission, presided over by a Judge.

Mr. HOLMES: We have had enough
of Royal Commissions. So far as I am
concerned, 1 will on every possible
occasion vote against Royal Commissions.
For select committees, to which there is
no pay attuched, I will vote when desir-
able; but as t0 Royal Commissions,
neither the member interjecting nor any

other member of this House shall have an -

opportunity of sitting on a Royal Com-
mission if I can help it.

Mz. Scabpay: I said a Royal Com-
mission presided over by a Judge.

Mr. HOLMES: As to the East
Fremantle electorate, the orgabisation
wns perfect; and so perfect that my
committee objected to about 500 or 600
names which were handed to the return-
ing officer on the morning of the election,
because the persons in question had left
the distrier.

Me. Boutoy : Because they had moved
next. door.

Mr. HOLMES: No; because they
had woved altogether out of the district.
In one place we challenged would-be
voters; they went on fo the next voting
place, where they were again challenged ;
and ultimately they turned round and
snid, ¢ Your organisation is too good ; we
cannot get in.” I can go farther. One
of my managers was some 12 months ago
removed from East Fremantle to a shop
at Subiaco. A%t the time of the election
be was still on the East Fremantle
roll. He came to me on the day of the
election, and said, ** Your opponent, Mr.
Angwin, has asked me to vote for him.
He konows I bave becn out of the district,
but he says, * Mr. Holmes will not object ;
be will probably thizk you are guing to
vote for him.' What amItode?” T
said, “ You have been 12 months out of
that electorate. Do not vote.” He did
not vote. Ifthe House wants facts of that
kind, it can have them. So far as Tam
concerned, I court the fullest inquiry.

Mr. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mautle) : As Fremantle seems to be solely
mentioned in this motion, I will content
myself by saying o very few words. 1
think it a great pity {hat the member for
Mount, Margaret should have specially
directed his motion at one district. So
far as I am concerned, I amn certain that I
bave suffered much more than my oppo-
nent through the disgraceful state of the
Fremantle rolls. T know men and women
who bave been living thereand in the same
houses for the best part of their lives;
and thev, my owu persounal friends, bad
their names omitted from the rolls. Tam
not making an outery ; but I will support
the hon. member or any other wem-
buer in securtog a general inquiry. The
rolls are a disgrace to the State; and
whether that be the fuult of the Act or
of those who administer it. I for one will
be prepared to support very drustic
measures to bring about a better stute of
affairs. But though [ will not oppose
the motion, I do vot think any good can
be achieved by an inquiry as o one par-
ticular district. Personally T am certain
that, bad the rolls been in a good state, [
should have been returned by a majority
of 200, 300, or 400. As to the South
Fremantle election, I court the strictest
inquiry; and I leave other members to
speak for themselves.

Me. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :
To wmy mind, the discussion so far shows
quite clearly that this House is probably
the worst tribunal to deal with the matters
in question. There is too much party
feeling in this House to permit of securing
a fair or correct decision on matters in
dispute concerning the recent election. I
say that advisedly. Il was the practice
of the House of Commons, I think until
1880, to inguire into election disputes
Ly means of a tribunal of members
selected by the House itself. And what
was the result? That the House of
Commons election commitiees were com-
posed of partisans pure and simple.
When the Conservatives were in office, if
the Liberals questioned the result of an

Mr, Moss can take care of himself; and ;| election, the Conservaties took care that
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the majority of the members of the select
committee should be Couservatives; and
the converse happened when the Liberals
were in power; with the result that
both parties in the House ultimately
agreed that all matters in dispute as
to elections should be dealt with, not
by the House of Commons, but by
a tribunal of High Court Judges,
seeing that the House of Commons was
not capable of giving fair and just
decisions on matters of that kind. Here
already we have had the member for
Mount Margaret complaining of certain
facts brought to his notice. The member
for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) also
complained of certain facts brought to
his notice. Every member of this House
who, at the last general election, won a
contested campaign, knows quite well
that, owing to the faulty machinery of
the Electoral Act, many things ook place
which all recognise should not have taken
place. But I wish to impress members
with the fact that the present Govern-
ment are pledged—and they will, T am
sure, receive the support of members on
this (Government) side of the House—
to amend the Electoral Act; and 1
believe they will keep their pledge. Any

facta we may now bring up in relation to .

the faulty machinery and faulty adminis-
tration at the last general election will
not help ua in the slightest; becanse, if
there was any doubt in the mind of a
single member as to the necessity for
amending the Electoral Act, I could quite
understand its being thought necessary
to appoint a select committec to inquire
into the administration of the Act. But
surely every single member, either on that
side or on this, does think it is urgently
necessary to amend that Act as early as
possible. So I think that the motion
will not help us in the least. Certainly
the Premier has agreed not to oppose it;
but I do not expect the slightest practical
result to arise from the investigation.
I wish to be quite frank. T thiok
the motion indicates what is commonly
called in the Supreme Court something
in the nature of a fisbing inquiry. 1 can
judge only by what we see in the
public Press. Some time ago a meeting
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sufficient facts to assist them in securing
what they would like, and perhaps they
think that by appointing this committee
thuy may be able to secure those facts.
[Lasovr Memrer: What committee ¥]
I am wrong as to the committee. Certain
members evidently think that they may
obtaiu farther information by having the
papers luid on the table, [LaBour MEn-
BER: Why should they not.?] Thereisno
occasion for that. I would point out that
passing the motion will not help us. We
are all agreed that the Electoral Act
needs amendment ; that the Government
are pledged to amend that Act, and T
believe thev will as soon as possible carry
out their pledge. The member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holes) interjects. 1
was in the House when the Electoral
Aet was passed, and so was that hon.
member.

Lasovr MEMBER:
credit to either of you,

Mr. FOULKES: Perhaps not; but
the Labour party gave that Bill their
strongest support.

Mr. HoraN: Where are they now ?

Me. FOULEES: Some of them are
here. The wmember for Mt. Margaret
supported the Bill, and was subsequently
in charge of its administration. I bave
risen only to point out that this motion
will not help the matter in the slightest;

It is not much

. beeause it must be agreed that we are all

|
|
i

was held in Fremantle with a view

to try to upset the return of a member at
the recent election. Perhaps the con-
veners of that meeting have not obtained

partisans, and that we are the worst
possible tribunal to deal with a matter of
this sort.

Mr. T. H BATH (Brown Hill): In
discussing this motion, the fact that the
Premier has expressed his intention to
lay the papers oo the tfable disposes
to a large extent of the proposal of
the member for Mout Margaret. For
myself, 1 was not aware of the fact
that the Electoral Department had leld

i any investigations into the result of

the elections in the Fremantle constit-
uencies ; and I think that if those
investigations were held, similar investi-
gations should be held regarding every
constituency in the State. I wish to
direct attention to the special pleading
of the Premier in regard to what we
Labour members characterised—and I
think characterised correctly—as the in-
decent haste in the issue of the writs.
The Premier said, if he had delayed their
issue he would have been accused of other
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sins by those on this side of the House.
It has always been the policy of the
members of the Labour party and always
will be their policy, to give facilities to
the people, so many as are entitled to
vote, to record their votes. I have yetto
learn what country emjoying a constitu-
tion hurries on an election and ihe issue
of writs to prevent a great number of
people having their names on the roll. I
know of no State in Australia where the
issue of writs after a dissolution and
before a general election has been hurried
in the fashion it was before the recent
election. I know that in Western Aus-
tralia previous to this and in other States
, of the Commonwealth it has alwaye been
the practice, after a dissolution and
when, through the efluxion of time of
any Parliament, a general election was
pending, to allow time before writs were
issued for the rolls to be brought into
something like a proper and cowmplete
state. We know a lot of electors are
careless in this matter and that they
usua.llv leave it to the eve of a general
election before they get their names on
the rell; and that is why it is the
practice in the British dowinions and
Australia and New Zesland to give
ample time for the people to fill in claim
forms and to take every opportunity of
baving their names placed on the roll
before the election is held. Tn the-case
which has been quoted by the wember
for East Fremantle as to the vote which
I exercised in the recent election, T wish
to say that it was not through my own
instrumentality that my name was placed
on the Kalgoorlie roll. 1t was placed
there some time ago by the electoral
department, and that is the only roll on
which my name appeared during the
recent electton. I am one of those
members who attend to their parlia-
mentary business, and it is impos-
sible for me during the sessional
work to reside in Kalgoorlie and carry on
my parliamentary duties, and this com-
pels me to reside within a reasonable
distance of Parliament House; but I
take every opportunity during recess to
reside in Kalgoorlie, and every recess I
not only go myself, but my wife accom-
panies me, and we take up. our residence
on the goldfields. T am more justly
enfitled to record my vote for Kalgoorlie
than T am for a disiriet with which I am
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nat particularly concerned, and in which
I just happen to reside during the time
the parliamentary work is continuing.
During the course of the parliamentary
work when I have the opportunity I pay
frequent visits to Kalgoorlie, and I
resided there before the general election.
Some talk ahout disputing my vote and
inflicting a fine of £1C upon me. I only
hope they will get to work and try,
because they will find they will buck
up against considerable difficulty.

Mr. HoLmes: Would you recommend
the prosecution of anyone else in similar
circumstances ?

Mg, BATH : Sofar as I am concerned,
any sucli display on,the part of hon.
gentlemen opposite will meet with the
contempt, it deserves from me. Inregard
to the best method of remedying the
defects that have cropped up, we all
recognise that abuses have crept in; and

- I for one do not wish to say that hon.

members on this side of the House have
not availed themselves of opportunities
under the Electoral Act, just the same as
members on the Government side. We
all join in this view that the practice is
reprehensible ; and if the Act is defective,
let us join together, and if the hon.
gentlemen are honest in their intention
to make the Act one in which it is diflicult
for those abuses to creep in, they will
receive every assistance, as I snggested
yesterday afternoon, from members on
this side of the House. I agree with the
member for Claremont that, while it is
desirable to bave this information, little
can be accomplished in the way of reform
by the mere passing of this motion: An
amendment of the Electoral Act is
absolutely necessary, and we shall give
every assistance to have that amending
Act passed at the very earliest opportu-
nity.

Me. H E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle} : I feel it incumbent on me to
say a few words since my electorate is
mentioned in this motion. T thick most
of the debate has wandered from the
object sought to be obtained by the
motion ; and possibly the-Premier i1s the
one who led to this mistake, because he
sald he wondered at the member for
Mount Margaret limiting the inguiry to
the four Fremantle seats. If T read the
motion correctly it is only asking that
the papers already in _the hands of the
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department be laid on the table of the | time and my own way.

House. Most of the debate has led to
this conclusion, that it is the desire of all
members that an inquiry should take
place into every contested election on the
27th of October; but to my mind that
does not come within the scope of this
motion. If the mnover knew, and he has
declared that he knew, that au depart-
mentul investigation had taken place, he
is only asking for the result of that in-
vestigation to be laid on the table, and
he is not dealing with any electorate bat
the four mentioned, becausg he knew an
investigation had taken place into the
four Fremantle elections. It’is unfor-
tunate that the member for East Fre-
mantle should take the attack to apply
to himself personally. [Mg. Trox: The
cap fits.] I did not hear any expression
used by the member for Monnt Margaret
that referred to the member for East
Fremantle. {Me Hormes: What about
the twin brothers?] The member for
East Fremantle must claim to be one
of ftriplets, becanse the member for
Mount Margaret in referricg to twin
brothers was not referring to the member
for East Fremantle. How could he?
Conscquently the member for East Fre-
mantle claims to be one of the triplets.
When the meinber for Mount Margaret
referred to East Fremantle, he specifi-
cally stated that an honorary Minister
of the Crown was responsible for certain
actions, and the hon. mewber did not
refer to the member for East Fremantle.
The Premier took some excepiion. I
I must say that if the Premier knew all
ke would take less exception. An hon.
member said it was surprising that an
ex-Minister of the Crown, such as the
Leader of the Opposition, should make
the statement that he voted where his
interests were; but I say that an honorary
Minister, not an ex-Minister but a mem-
ber of the present Cabinet, took such
action in the East Fremantle election as
was at least degrading. [Mr. Trov:
Despicable.] Tt may be advanced that
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I can giveall
you want to listen to in that divection.
He was guilty of such action that at least
was not the action of a Minister of the
Crown. I have not said be was guilty of
an action of a criminal nature. [Me.
Hormes: Tell us what bedid.] For the
benefit of hon. members I will tell them
one or two things. I preface my remarks
by using the expression, as used by the
member for Bast Fremantle, that it is
only hearsay. He was preceded by the
member for Mount Margaret who also
said “ hearsay.” Sois mine. It is hear-
say, bat from a fairly reliable source. A
few minutes befure the close of the poll
at Eust Fremantle, some lumpers work-
ing on the north side of the river, who
had of necessity to cross in a boat to get
to East Fremantle, went to the Cale-
donian Hall to record their votes. There
were seven of them I think, The hon-
orary Minister of the Crown met them
and told them they had no right to vote
in that hall because they lived nearer
another polliug booth. [ do not wish
to claim that they were so simple as
that; but when inembers smile they
are either smiling at those seven lumpers,
becunse

. these seven men went away and were not

all is fair in love and war and politics, !

and that they played the game for all it
was worth. Possibly so. 1 am not
making a chd,rge that anything of a
criminal nature can be brought against
that honorary Miuister. [Mr. HoLmEes:
Tell us what he did.] I shall directly if
you will give me time. I like my own

allowed to record their votes. Again, as
the member for East Kremantle has
pointed out, a very lengthy list was made
out of objections to those who would
present themselves to claim their right
to vote. These objections were carefully
gone through and marked in a particular
manoer, and almost invariably they were
passed into the polling booth from the
Liands of the honorary Minister through
thie hands of the policeman to the hands
of the scrutineers. Idonot know whether
it was the Premier’s own words, but
reference was made to “ pimping.”

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an offensive
expression that should not have been
used.

Mgr. BOLTON: I am not referring to
any member of the House.

Mz. SPEAKER: T do not say 3 you are
using it, but I take this opport.umty of
poiating out that- you must not use an

+ offensive expression against a member of

this House or any House.
Mr. BOLTON: I do not lutend to use
it.
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Me. SPEAKER: I kuow it was used,
and I take this opportunity of saying
that.

Me. BOLTON : I can ouly say that it
is reported from a reliable source that
notes were passed in to’ the scrutineers
informing them whether they were to
object or not to object to votes; and the
whole of this work was done by a Minister
of the Crown. The game was played for
all it was worth, and the member for
East Fremantle should raise a monument
to that Minister of the Crown, because
that gentleman alone was responsible for
the hon. member’s election. There is no
question about that.

Mg. Howmes: I cannothelp my friends

battling for me.

Me. Tro¥: You are going to make him
a Judge, are you not ?

Mg. BOLTON: There is another matter
referring to the Electoral Act. Of course
most hon. members have expressed their
delermination to get some amendment to
that Act. The member for East Fre-
mantle says he refuses to fight another
election under the present. Act. I almost
feel iuclined to wish there was an election
to-morrow ; for then the hon. mewmber
would not stand. [Mr. Hounmes: Oh,
no.] Then I beg your pardon; I was
wondering why you would pull cut so
easily. We all recognise the necessity
for an amendment to the Act. DPostal
voting has been referred tn. For the
information of the member for East
Fremantle—I do not wish to accuse him
as an iodividual or as a principal of
knowing anything of it-—I may say that
a .gentleman, once a member of this
Chamber devoted something like two
weeks to travelling ahout in his trap
taking postal votes all day loug; and
this is to my certain knowledge; it is not
hearsay. It might not be known to the
member for East Fremantle, but I give
it as information and as a fact, that
the gentleman was once a member of this
Assembly.

Me. Gorpon: Isthatan offence?

Mer. BOLTON: I do not say so, but if
we had an inquiry some offences would
come to light. Tt is all very well for
people to say that they had the right to
vote by post if they were to be absent a
certain number of miles on the day of
election; but certain people voted by post
who had not that excuse, but did so
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because they thought they would like to
vote by post. I do pnot kmow whether
this gentleman’s services were honorary
or not. It has been said that the
National Political League made an
attempt to clean up the rolls. They
attempted to strike off 1,400 names from
the North Fremantle roll, and they were
particularly careful to find the majority
of them from those favourable to their
opponents. This is not hearsay. I,
with my colleagues ut Fremantle, also
the member for Scouth Fremantle (Mr.
Digmond), appeared at the revision
court against these objéctions. The
league went so fur as to have a sulicitor
to appear for them to back up their
objections, and out of the first dozen that
went through half-a-dozen were the
pames of people who had not removed
their place of residence. Amongst the
Nutional Political League I might men-
sion the names of the members for East
Fremantle and Frewantle. Although the
member for Fremantle did not take
part in these objections, the wmem-
bef for Bast Fremantle certainly did.
And during that time it was found that
fully half the objections alleged were
frivolous. Tnstead of a person living at
23 King Street he was living at 27 King
Street, next door but one. The names
would bave been struck off the roll if it
had not been ruled that the objections
were entirely out of order. It was proved
that the objections were incorrect, and
the magistrate said that he would upset
the whole objections because the first
half dozen were found to be incorrect;
the names hud been wrongfully cbjected
to. We applied for expenses in these
cases, and the resident magistrate said
that he would not give expenses, but he
gave the National -Political League a
warning to be more careful io the future
or he would give expenses in every case,
and they have been more careful since.
There were 400 votes lese polled in my
clectorate than at the previous election,
but my majority was considerable in-
creased ; therefore, these votes had
nothing to do with wy election. The
National Political League posted notice
of objection to the addresses of the per-
sons as they appeared on the roll, and
the letters were simply returned as
unclaimed. If a person removed to the
next house, or the next house but one,
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the name was removed from the roll.
Persons practically did not receive the
notification, but in such cases it was the
fanlt of the Act and not that of the
association. Since the Premier has said
that only urgent matters will be dealt
with this session I think this guestion
should be taken up, as itis one of the
most important that conld be dealt with,

Mer. T. WALKER (Kanowna): It
seems to me that a certain amount of
digression has been allowed in the debate
this ufterncon and that it has not been
altogether in order, but as the debate has
gone so far it would now be unwise to
attempt to stop it. I rise only to ask
the Premier if there be any chance of
getting on with the motion of which [
gave notice this afternoon. 1 gavenotice
of a motion to the effect that a select
committee be appointed, and I think the
select committee should comwmence its
labours almost immediately. [MEMBER:
It should be a Commission.] It should
be a Commission in one sense: ib should
be as independent of any political party
as possible. T am not in favour of Com-
missions being appointed that will cost
the country a large amount of money,
but any committee appointed should be
independent of this House, and should
mauke a thorough inquiry. What strikes
me is that the offence alleged in the
manipulation of the polling booths, the
matter with regard to postal votes and
other vctes, are confined to ne particular
electorate. The charges could be made
in every part of the State, from the
farthesi North-West electorate to the
farthest. Southern constituency. There
has been something radically wrony, not
due to any political agency. There must
be some fault in the system or with the
officer in charge of the electoral rolls, for
it is so conspicuous. In wmy electorate,
if T may add to a few of the instances
given, I know of cases were the wife’s
namne has been left on the roll and the
husband’s name taken off; Loth live in
the same house, bave been living there
for years, have never heen out of the
electorate, but by some mysterious pro-
cess some objection has been taken by
the electoral officer or some person, and
the hushands name has been struck off
the roll while the wife's pame is
retained. Apd wvice wversa, the wife's
name sometimes has been struck off
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and the husband’s name left on. Then
a whole family has Tleen left off
when there has been no change what-
ever, where the residence qualification
bas been intact. These alterations show
incompetency or a design somewhere.
Some inquiry should be made to see if these
matters were due to actuwal design
emanating from some source. Alladded,
strange to say, to the success of the
Ministerial party at the last election.
{M=.J.J. HoLmEs: Instances could be
found on both sides.] But the vast
majority of instances are on the fields,
decidedly., Hundreds of namnes were left
oft the rolls, names of persons entitled to
vote, and who had everv right to vote,
and who would have supported members
on the Opposition side of the House.
Fortunately it did vot interfere with my
election, but hundreds of names weve Jeft
off the roll in my constituency, the great
bulk being names of workers. It may
have heen a coincidence, but those who
were left off the roll would bave sup-
ported Opposition candidates. Thatis an
extraordinary thing. Sowe members say
that on the coast there was a practical
demonstration.  That seems to be mon-
strous, and it all points to this, that it
should he left to no Minister, it should
be left to no electoral officer, it should be
left to no national association or political
party to interfere with the rolls or the
rights of citizens to vote. The Act
should provide that the power of manip-
ulation shall be beyond chance of inter-
ference. Every citizen should have the
right to vote. It is this that is precipi-
tating the revolution in Russia to-day.
The whole trouble in Russia is in regard
to the right of citizenship, the right to
vote, to take part in the government of
the ecountry; vet in this State nearly
40,000 people have been reduced to the
condition of Russia, without votes and
legislative privileges. 1Tt is a erying
shame, it is a crie of the worst possible
kind, Whoever may Dbe guilty, it
is pot for me now to make the suy-
gestion, but I think the Premier was
remiss, when dealing with the Governor’s
Speech, for not stating the nature of the
¢lectoral reform proposed. Any reform
that keeps it within the power of any
department to fluctuate the rolls or the
Revision Courts to alter them, or any
party to deprive citizens of the right to
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vote. cannot be satisfactory; we must
bave the matter placed beyond dispute.
Every citizen should have the right to
vote the moment his name is ou the roll,
and he should have the right to exercise
his vote without interference from any
quarter. 1 ask the Premier if he will
give me an opportunity of going on with
my motion or whether he will apree to
it, without further speaking about it, at
the earliest possible time, say to-morrow.
All must see the desirability of dealing
with this matter speedily.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : 1 should not have had any-
thing to say in connection with the
motion only for the remarks made by
the leader of the Opposition yesterday,
and the farther remarks made to-night
by the member for Mount Margaret.
In the first place the wmember for
Kanowna, pertinently pointed out that at
the last election a great number of people
were disfranchised ; but I do not agree
with the argument that if these people
had been on the roll they would have
voted for candidates in the Tabour
interest. When the member for Kanowna
pointed out how Dbadly the electoral
department was administered, why did
he not put his finger on the sore spot
and find out who was disfranchising
these people.

Mr. T. Warker: Oct. Burt and the
National League.

Tne MINISTER FOR MINES: I
can quite understand the member's
remarks applying to the mewmber oppo-
site, who had coutrol of that department.
The member for Mount Margaret was in
charge of the electoral department, and
when 'he took office there were something
like 160,000 electorson the rolls in Wes-
tern Australia, and when he went out of
office there were something like 100,000.
To whom then was the blame due? The
fault was in administration; necessarily
the Minister must have sanctioned the
alterations, being in control of the de-
partment. Does the hon. member think
that when Ministers come in new to
office—[Mr. T. WaLkEg: You koew the
ropesj—they had time to attend to
these matters? In the first place they
had to consider their elections. The
whole blame was due entirely to the
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late Administration, who bungled the
electoral department exactly as they
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bungled the business of the country
genernlly. The hon. member spoke in
reference to some electorates, and acensed
my chief of hurrying the elections
because a number of applications for
placing pecple on the rolls had been
received in my constituency, the elections
being hurried to prevent ihese persons
exercising the franchise. I showed the
member for Mount Margaret. a telegram,
und he has emphasised that telegram
very severely. The telegram I sent to
Menzies was to find out the number of
persons who had been added to the roll
since the previous election was held. I
got. a detailed telegram giving the num-
ber of applications made, and I knew
then that there were 260 names added to
the roll and in what condition the roll
was. I could then interpret the matter
in connection with the next election.
That telegram I showed to the hon.
member, and this wus the shadow that
he made so wmuch substance out of. T
have heard a great many of the con-
clusions of members who have not been
particular on what they have based their
conclusions. A lot has been said about
postul voies, and I would like the
member for Brown Hill to make the
statement outside this House that he
made yesterday in reference to the
way in which a certain officer of
the department carried on his work
in my electorate. I am certain if the
hor. member did so he would Le
served with a writ for trying to defame
that officer’s character. I have great
confidence in that officer ; I know himn, but
I am certain the hon, member does not.
No such thing occurred. I bave sent the
substance of the hon. member’s remarks
to that officer, and T hope very soon to
publish a reply to the scandalous state-
wments made by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. There were a pumber of postal
votes recorded at Menzies, where there
are something like 2,200 voters on the
roll; but not more proportionately than
elsewhere. There was good reason for
the postal votes, because at the pre-
vious general election the rowdyism that
oceurred at the hooths was sufficient to
debar ladies going to the booths again. 1
am talking of that which I know; and
I say that one cause would prevent a
great number of ladies from ever again
going to a polling place.  But in a great
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number of districts, such as Tampa, Cane
Grass, Comet Vale, and from Waverley
to Kunanalling, there were no polling
booths ; aud officers were appointed so
that people should not be disfranchised
there. One thing T can boast of: that
never since I stood up at an election have
I touted or asked any person to vote for
or otherwise support me.

Mr. Lyvcr: At Tampa only seven
votes were recorded. '

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:
There were 10 votes recorded, every one
of which was for me, and every one was
disqualified, because the officev initialled
the postal votes instead of signing them
on the butts, But what aboui the huge
parcel of postal votes that the " hon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

member interjecting carried into the -

electoral office at Malcolm eight minutes
after the time for receiving votes 7 What
about the occurrence at Gwalia on the
duy of election?
might tell us.

Mr. GurLL: Wus he then a Minister or
an ex-Minister ?

The hon. member -

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES:

Only an ex-Minister. His opponent
came to me, and wanted to know what
action should be taken. T replied that I
did pot think anything should be done;

that I thought the occurrence was an

error of judgment, and that no action
should be taken. That is somewhat
different from the uction of the Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Bath), who yester-
day made such a savage attack upon me.
In that hon. member we have a geotle-
man who was for a long time Chairman
of Commitiees in this House; who has
always professed to know a great deal of
constitutional law. He has bhad ex-
perience as a Minister; and yet we have
that hon. member contending that he
was quite justified in voting at the last
general election for the constituency
of Kalgoorlie, in face of the present
Electoral Act. Let me tell hon.
members that there may be some
good and special reason why too long
notice should not be given to certain
people Lefore an election; for they may

dump electors from one constituency into .

another. About 18 months ago, at the
preceding general election, about 40
names were placed on the roll as those of
residents at the Union Club Hotel, Kal-

goorlie; and in the list was the name !
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* Bath, Thomas Henry, Union Club
Hotel, M.P.”

Mg. Bata: And the same gentleman
was residing at the hotel.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: He
was 50 modest that be did not describe
himgelf as a representative of the Press,

' though he had been at one time acting as

editor of the Democral, and was the
writer of the special *“ Labour Notes”
for the West Australian. And to-day my
friend resides in Kalgoorlie! I believe
he has recently purehased a piece of land
in Subiaco. He did not try to get a
lease anywhere, though he says a lot
against the alienation of Crown lands.

Mer. Baru (in explanation): You are
wrong. I never beught a piece of land
in Subiaco, or erected a house on it.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: Not
a piece of land ¥

Mr. Batn: No,

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: I
withdraw. Anyhow, the hon. member
has been living nearly two years in Pertb;
and Section 107 of the Electoral Act
states that an elector shall only be en-
titled to vote at elections for the Assem-
bly in the district in which he resides,
and for which he is registered ; provided
that an elector who has changed his
place of residence te another district
may, until his name is transferred to
another roll, vote for the district in
which his name continues registered for
three months after he has ceased to
reside in the distiict. Only a few days
before the Leader of the Qpposition weut
to Kalgoorlie and vecorded his vote, it
was found that a gentleman named
Tungs had voted at Bunbury, who had
left. the district a little more than three
months prior to the election; and he was
fined £10 for recording that vote. Yet
the hon. member wishes to make the
country believe —

Mg. Baru: Had 1 ceased to reside in
Kalgoorlie for three months before the
election ?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: I
question very much whether you had
not.

Me. Bara: You will find that I
resided at the Union Club Hotel within
these last six weeks.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: You
certainly were for two years past residing
in Perth. As to assisting at elections,
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I think the hon. member was quite
justified. T believe he was also in Kal-
goorlie assisting the late Lieader of -the
Opposition (Mr. Johnson} in his election.
On the other hand, the Hon, M. L. Moss
was quite justified in assisting at an
Assembly election, provided he kept
within the four corners of the Electoral
Act.

Mr. BatH: It was the methods he
employed that were objected to; not the
fact that he assisted.

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES : He
was quite justified in assisting any of
his colleagues in an election, provided he
acted honourably. And although there
has been a good many insinuations, all
that he did was to tell several lumpers
that they would not be able to vote in
one eledtorate, but would have to vote in
another ; and even that statement is only
hearsay. We should add to the motion,
so as to secure the papers relating to
Kalgoorlie, Menzies, and Leonora.

Mgr. Borron: Has there been any
iovestigation regarding these electorates ?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
do not know. T am satisfied fo have all
the investigation possible; but if an
investigation is made in my district, I
wish it to be made in the Kalgoorlie,
Menzies, and Leonora districts.

M=z. Lywnen: Do mot worry about
Leonora. You got nothing for your
pains the last thoe.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon, member need not get annoyed. 1
can assure him I should not have brought
this forward had it not been for the
bitter manner in which I was attacked
yesterday. I will not sit here and be
attacked without retaliating. When one
finds statements made which are not true,
ooe loses one’s temper at times, and
perhaps makes interjections one is after-
wards sorry for. I move as an amend-
ment—

That the words “ Kalgoorlie, Menzies, and
Leonora ” be inserted after “ East Fremantle,”
in the last line,

This will secure the laying on the table
of the papers relating to those elec-
torates. .

Me. M. F. TROY (Mouut Magnet) : I
move a farther amendment—

That to the words proposed to be inserted,
* Sussex and Geraldton ™ be added.

As regards the Sussex electorate, I wish
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the inguiry to be held particularly with
reference to the recent Ministerial elec-
tion; because I have been informed that
at the Leeuwin and also at the Lower
Blackwood .

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. mem-
ber read his amendment ¥

Tae MinisTER FoR Mines: I will
accept the amendment as an addition to
my own.

Mz.J. J. HOLMES: I desire a further
amendment, to provide that the motion
shall apply to the whole of the elee-
torates throughout the State, It will
then read, “That all papers coutaining
the reports of the investigations made by
the Electoral Department into the whole
of the elections held on the 27th October,
1905, Le laid on the table of this
House.”

Tue Mivister For Miwgs: I will
withdraw wy amendment in favour of
that suggested.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. G. TAYLOR: T should like to
point out that while T have no desire
to prevent an inquiry into the whole
of the elections held on the 27th
October, I certainly object to any delay
in tabling those papers which the motion
seeks to secure, as to those electorates in
respect of which I know that an investi-
gation has taken place. I recognise that
members are anxious to see the whole of
the elections cleaned up. But if the
motion is altered as proposed, my point
will be missed. I know of the investiga-
tion into the Fremantle electorates; I
should like those papers to be laid with-
out delay on the table, and the Premier
has promised to let us have them. Some
member can move a separate motion to
inquire at some future time into the
whole of the elections. I hope members
will not, for three or six months, delay
the tabling of the papers I require.

Mzr. HOLMES: I should like to say
that my amendment will not cavse any
such delay as the hon, member fears;
because the general investigation ean go
on and the reports as they come in can
be laid on the table.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
has already spoken on this question. He
must not make a speech.

Mge. Horawn: He is speaking to his
smendment,
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Mr. SPEAEER: There is uo amend-
ment before the House,

Mr. J. PRICE (Fremantle): I move
an amendment—

That the words “into the following slec-
tions, held en the 27th Qctober, 1905, (Fre-
mantle, South Fremantle, North Fremantle,
and East Fremantle)” be strnck out, and
“the whole of the elections which took place
ﬁn the 27th October, 1905,” be inserted in

en.

It is news to me that any investigation
has taken place. During the two or
three days since I took my seat in this
House I bave become accustomed to a
system of Jedburgh justice. Yesterday,
I was tried, executed, and condemned by
the Leader of the Opposition, without the
opportunity of saying one word in reply or
in explanation. Ez parie statements were
accepted as facts ; and now I find thatin
the electorate with which I am connected
an investigation has been held, and 1 as
ope of the principals have not been
invited to such investigation. The same,
1 believe, applies to all the other Fre-
mantle electorates; and I should like to
know on whose initiation this investiga-
tion, if held, has taken place, because it
appears to me that certain strings have
been pulled here of which I know nothing.
[Several interjections.] Tt has been
stated that objectionable practices have
taken place, practically throughout the
State, in conpection with the general
elections; and so far as my constituency
is concerned and the election in which I
took part, I desire to have every inquiry
made, for I believe the election in that
constituency was conducted honestly, and
T would not put any obstacle in the way
of investigation.

POINT OF ORDER.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna): On a
point of order, I submit that the amend-
ment just moved has entirely anticipated
a motion of which I gave notice when the
House met this afterncon, and which T
believe the Prewmier expressed his desire
to see carried fo-morrow. This amend-
ment anticipates everything in that notice;
for without having the scope of the
motion of which I gave notice, this
amendment anticipates 1t practically and
will prevent its adoption.

Me. SPEAKER: On the point of
order, I may say that the wmember for
Fremantle (Mr. Price) is quite in order
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in moving the amendment. because the
matter of which the member for Kanowna
gave notice has not yet come before the
House, and I cannot take notice of what
does not appear on the Notice Paper.
I may also point out that the motion on
which this amendment has been moved is
intended for the appoiniment of a select
committee.

Me. WALKER: Yes; but it would be
a select committee for making the very
inguiries which my notice of motion con-
templates, but with this difference, that
if the amendment is carried it will to a
certain extent nullify the motion of which
I have given notice, because it deals with
the very papers which would have to
come before the committee which I wish
to see appointed. The committee con-
templated in the amendment would deal
only with the matter so far as the papers
and reports are concerned, whereas my
motion would have a larger scope. There-
fore T submit the amendment militates
agaiost the action of the committee
which I wish to see appointed.

Mr. SPEAKER : I agree with the
hou. member's objection, but I do not see
any other course than to say, as I have
done, that the mover of the-amendment
is in perfect order; becanse we cannot
anticipate a wotion of which notice has
been given until it comes before us in
the ordinary course, and therefore we
cannot take it into view to-day. I can
deal only with a question that is before

the House in accordance with the
Standing Orders.
RESUMED.
Mr. A. C. GULL (Swan): While

seconding the amendment, T must say I
expected from this House, although this
is only my second appearance in it, an
entirely different tone from that of some
hon. members, particularly on the Opposi-
tion side, whose accusations have neces-
sarily called forth smart rejoinders from
the Government side; and I cannot help
thinking it would have been better if the
subject now before the House had not
been mentioned, because it is absolutely
stupid ’

Mer. Tayvor: Is the hon. member in
order in referring to the Premier and the
Minister for Mines as being absolutely
stupid ¥
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Me. GULL : Although I have seconded -

the amendment, I must express iny regret
that the House has descended to the
level of schoolbays in a discussion which
ought never to have arisen.

Me. P. J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora):
I do not wish to prolong this not alto-
gether frivolous debate, but to give my
support to the motion of the member

for Mount Margaret, and also to record .

my amazement at the mover of the arwend-

ment in not having stated his ground for

moving it. The mover of the original
motion (Mr. Taylor) has explained that
inquiries have been held in regard to the
four Fremantle countests, and that the
reports of those inquiries ave about to be
formulated, so that this House should
have the benefit of those reports us soon
as possiblee. Now an amendment is
plumped down in a bald forw, without
any reason urged for it; and therefore I
say the mover and seconder of the amend-
went commit themselves to a necdless
confusion of the intention of this House.
In the original motion 1 recognise there
is.good sense, in so far as it will enable

-
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or to its administration, amendment is
needed, and one way in which one would
like to see it amended is that it shLould
cut at the fountain as it were of that free
flow of cash which bas been devoted to
the employment of election serutineers
and to that political surveillance which
has rendered the rolls of muny of those
constituencies not at all as they ought to
be. The late elections have shown clearly
one direction in which the Electoral Act
needs amendment, so that when any oue
person is entitled to object to certain
names ou the roll, then the man who has
cash at his command should be made to
feel o difficulty in rallying up every
elecfor he would cause to be struck off
the roll. There is one accusation made
by the member for Menzies, which now
that it is mentioned I may as well con-
tradict completely. During the election

- campaign I was not about the polling

the House to get such an amendment of °

the Electoral Act as will give a fair and
full reflex of the will and aspirations of
the people. There has been an unusual
amount of industry applied, certainly
during the rdgime of the Labour Gov-
ernment, 1o get the roils put into such a
condition that they should conduce to
the return of the large majority which
now supports the Government. [Mgz.
DiaMonp: Absolute nonsense!] One
must needs be deaf if he goes about the
country without hearing that there has
been certain secret and keen industry
exercised in order to reduce the rolls to
such a condition as would tend to bring
about a certain result; which procedure
ig nol in accordance with the expressed
wish of & certain association, that it
was anxious to have every citizen in the
State put on the roll who ought 1o be on
it. It comes to this, that the statements
made, particularly by the member for
North Fremantle—[Meuser : They have
no foundation]—and I believe they have
foundation, coming from him, and I
believe it is high time that the Act in its
present form should be so amended that
the rolls shall not be used for the benefit
of any particular faction in the country.
Whether due to defects in the Act

booth on election day in any part of my
constitueney, nor was I in the vicinity
while poiling was going on. As to the
charge of carrying postal votes which
arrived too late to be recorded, I way say
the town clerk of Leonora, who was one
of those authorised to take postal votes,
as were town clerks in some other
electorates, Janded in Gwaha with those
votes sealed, and I took them as the
member for Menzies says, eight minutes
too late. I felt quite free and justified
in taking those votes as I did, and I
would do the same again nnder the same
circumstances. I know a great endeavour
was made to obtain the highest legal
opinion as to my action on that day;
but what I did never struck me as being
a contravention of the Act, until I saw it
mentioned by a small obscure paper in
the electorate I am connected with. This
debate shows, as I have sald, that an
amendment of the Electoral Act is sadly
needed in opne direction at least—
in the direction of making the task more
difficult to those who choose to employ
unlimited sums of money for the alleged
purpose of purging the rolls, making the
task more difficult than it was on a recent
occasion. Though the Ministry of the
day did hasten the elections, T helieve the
Premier had an intention to hold a
revision court ; yet he found that,although
the rolls werc not handed over in a satis-
factory fashion by the late Administration,
they were in a more satisfactory state
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than they would be after the revision
court.

Tae Premier: I never saw them, and
never asked.

Mr. LYNCH: My honourable friend
cannot deny that it was his intention 1o
hold revision courts, but that on squarely
summing up the position he found that
the National Political Plague had done
this work very well, and that it could not
be improved upon by the revision courts.

Me. J. E. HARDWICK (East Perth) :
I am delighted to see the gentlemen
opposite s0 energetic since the last
election to get electoral reform ; although
strange to say the same Act was
existence some eighteen months ago when
they came into this House with such a
sweeping majority, and on that occasion
we did not hear from that side of the

House of the anomalies which existed in.

our present electoral Act.

Me. Bars: If you look up the debates
you will find them, all the same.

Me. HARDWICK: They were in
office and they did nothing at all towards
the reform of the Electoral Act. On this
occagion I prineipally rise perhaps to
defend the Electoral Registrar, who is not
here to speak for himself in this respect.

Mz. Tavror: You mean the Chief
Electoral Officer. ‘

Mz. HARDWICK : I mean Mr. Oct.
Burt, who was mentioned by the member
for Kanowna (Mr. Walker). I wish to
point out that under the Acl I have
watched his career very closely, and T am
of opinion that he does conform entirely
io the spirit of the Act. [MemBER:
That settles it.] Mr. Walker pointed
out that many things did exist in connec-
tion with it, but he lost sight of the fact
that the population of this Staie is such
a shifting population that it is almost
impossible to haveany system of elections
conducted satisfactorily. I may point
out that the member for Kanowna nine
or twelve months ago was an elector of
East Perth; the chances are to-day he
may be an elector for Kanowna; and
possibly in the course of another week or
two his removal from there will be a dis-
qualification, and he will then be a voter
for Perth. How is it possible for the
registrar to follow rownd the different
electors and have them placed on the roll
to the satisfaction of the electors of the
State? Itis, I think, unfair to blanie the

[ASSEMBLY.]
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person who is authorised for the carry-
mg out of the Act. He is not here to
speak for himself. I know that in my
own electorate many people were dis-
franchised, and many of them probably
through their own faults. They change
their residences, and in the electorates of
Porth in particular that is the case. It
is nothing to see on a Monday morning
in my own electorate carriers removing
six or seven voters probably out of
one street. [MeEmeEr: But they do
not leave the electorate altogether.]
Theyr do. They are shifting and chang-
ing all over the State every two or three
weeks. [ MemBEr: Every new moon.]
Therefore the whole tréuble dees not rest
upon the shoulders of the gentieman who
is authorized for the carrying out of the
Act. Tt has been clearly demonstrated
to the House to-day that therc is need
for electoral reform, and I hope now we
shall get it.

Ms. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): 1
ghould not have said a word on the
motion but for the assertion of the
Minister for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory)
that the whole trouble in regard to the
late election was due to bungling and
incapacity on the part of the late Gov-
ernment. T want to give that a most
emphatic denial, and to call as evidence
confirming my denial the statement of
the present Government embodied in
the Address of His Excellency to Parlia-
went, which says amongst other things : —

The recent election has, in the opinion of

my advisers, demonstrated the necessity of
amending the Flectoral Act.

If the difficulty had cccurred through
incapacity or maladministration on the
part of the late Government there would
certainly have been no need to get over
that maladministration or incapacity by
the amendment of the law, for which
law the Minister for Mines and several
of his colleagues were responsible; an
amendment of the law in regard to the
compilation of rolls, respecting which a
number of us sitting on this side of the
House made a protest. T pointed out
at the time it wag being passed that
the rolls could not be expected to
be satisfuctory when the numerous
sources of information supposed to
be resorted to were insisted upou. I
contend at the present moment just as
I contended in the last Parliawment,
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it is wnecessary, if we are to have
a good Act, that we shall have a
vety careful inquiry into the matter,
and in order that such careful inquiry
may be made I, for one, am willing to
see the whole question deluyed uatil the
second session of the present Parliament.
In my opinion it will be a mistake in the
present short session for the Government
to attempt to amend the electoral law,
and Ishould like rather to seca proposal
such as that of the member for Kanowna
(Mr. Walker), that there should be a
thorough investigation into the working
of the Act as evidenced by the lust two
elections; and on the result we oblain
from thut investigution we can frame
our law. In this connection we might
well go nto the electoral laws of each of
the other States and of the Common-
wealth itself. I want to say that in
reference to either one side or the other,
I know of my ¢wn knowledge of thous.
ands of electors in this State who were
disfranchised through no fault of their
own in the last election.  Persons living
in one house for a number of years, who
without the slightest reason found their
nawmes on clection day off the roll; per-
sons who, in some instznces, found that
the wife was on the roll and the husband
off the roll, or the hushand on the raoll
and the wife off it, when they have been
living in the cne electorate and in some
cases in one house for a number of yenrs.
I know of one case where this sort of
thing happened in regard to an elector
who bad been living in one bouse for no
less than eight years, and I know of
another case where a person who had
been d